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CHAP, XXXIX. 


He embarks for France; is overtaken by a frorm ; 
is furprifed with the appearance of Pipes; lands 
at Calais, and has an affair with the officers of — 
the cuftom-boufe. _ 


CARCE had the veffel’ proceeded two 
G leagues on the- paflage, when the wind 
fhifting, blew dire@ly in their teeth; fo 

that they were obliged to haul upon a wind, and 
z'ter their courfe; and the fea running pretty 
high at the fametime, our hero, who was below 
in his cabbin, began to be fqueamifh, and in con- 
fequence of the {kipper’s advice, went upon deck 
for the comfort of his ftomach; while the go- 
vernor, experienced in thefe difafters, flipt into 
Vou. II, Bow Beds 
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bed, where he lay at his eafe, amufing himfelf 
with a treatife on the Cycluid, with algebraical. 
demonftrations, which never failed to engage 
his imagination in the moft agreeable manner. 

In the mean time, the wind increafed to a very 
hard gale, the vetiel pitched with great violence, 
the fea wafhed over the decks, the mafter was 
alarmed, the crew were confounded, the paffen- 

ers were overwhelmed with ficknefs and fear, 
and univerfal diftraction enfued. In the midft of 
this uproar, Peregrine holding faft by the tafiril,’ 
and looking ruefully ahead, the countenance of 
Pipes prefented itfelf to his aftonifhed view, rifing 
as it were from the hold of the fhip. At firft he 
imagined it was a fear-formed fhadow of his own 
brain; though he did not long remain in this er- 
ror, but plainly perceived that it was no other 
- than the real perfon of Thomas, who jumping 
on the quarter-deck, took charge of the helm, 
and dictated to the failors with as much autho- 
sity <s if he had been commander of the fhip. 
The fkipper looked upon him zs an angel fent to 
his aflitance, and the crew foon difcovering him 
to be a thorough-bred feaman, notwithflanding 
his livery-frock, obeyed his orders with fuch ala- 
crity that in a little time the confulion vanifhed, 
and every neceflary ftep taken to weather the 

ale. 

: Our young gentleman immediately conceived 
the meaning of [om’s appearance on board, and 
when the tumult was a litle fubfiied, went up 
and encouraged him to exert himfelf for the pre- 
fervation of the fhip, proaifing to take him again 
into his fervice, from whicn he fhould never be 
difmiffed, except by his own defire. This af- 
Jurance had a furprifing effet upon Pipes, who, 
though 


- 
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though he made no manner of reply, thruft the . 
helm into the mafter’s hand, faying, ** Here, 
you old bum-boat woman, take hold of the til- 
ler, and keep her thus, boy, thus ;”’ and fkipped 
about the veffel, trimming the fails, and ma- 
naging the ropes with fuch agility and fkill, thae 
every body oa deck ftood amazed at his dex- 
terity. 

Mr. Jolter was far from being unconcerned at 
the uncommon motion of the veilel, the finging 


‘of the wind, and the uproar which he heard 


above him; he looked towards the cabbin-door 
with the moft wifhful expectation, in hore of 
feeing fome perfon who could give fome account 
of the weather, and what was doing upon deck ; 
but not a foul appeared, and he was too weil ac- 
quainted with the difpofition of his own bowels 
to alter his own attitude in the leaft. When he 
had Jain a good while in all the agony of fuf- 
pence, the boy tumbled headlong into his apart- 
ment with fuch noify ruin, that he believed the 
maft had gone by the board, and ftarting upright: 
in his bed, afked with all the fymptoms of hor- 
ror, what was the caufe of that difturbance? 
The boy, half ftunned by his fall, anfwered in a 
dolorous tone, ‘* I’m come to put up the dead- 
lights.” At the mention of dead-lights, the 
meaning of which he did not underftand, the 
poor governor’s heart died within him; he fhi- 
vered with defpair, and his recollection forfaking 
him, _he fell upon his knees in the bed, and fixing 
his eyes upon the book which was in his hand, be- 
gan to pronounce aloud, with great fervor, 
‘¢ The time of a compleat ofcillation in the cy- 
cloid, is to the time in which a body would fa!l 


through the axis of the cycloid DV, as the cir- 
B..2 cumference 
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cumference of a circle to its diameter—’’ He 
would in all likelihood have proceeded with the 
demonftration of this propofition, had he not 
been feized with fuch a qualm as compelled him 
to drop the book, and accommodate himfelf to 
the emergency of his diftemper; he therefore 
ftretched himfelf at full length, and putting up 
ejaculations to heaven, began to prepare himfelf 
for his latter end, when all of a fudden the noife 
above was intermitted; and as he could not con- 
ceive the caufe of this tremendous filence, he 
imagined that either the men were wafhed over- 
board, or that defpairing of fafety, they had 
ceafed to oppofe the tempeft. While he was 
harrowed by this miferable incertainty, which, 
however, was not altogether unenlightened by 
fome fcattered rays of hope, the mafter entered 
the cabbin, and he afked with a voice half extin- 
guifhed by fear, how matters went upon deck? 
The fkipper, with a large bottle of brandy ap- 
plied to his mouth, anfwered in a hollow tone, 
<< AlJl’s over now, mafter.”?’ Upon which Mr. 
Jolter, giving himfelf over for loft, exclaimed 
with the utmoft horror, ** Lord have mercy up- 
on us! Chrift have emercy upon us!” and re- 
peated this fupplication as it were mechanically, 
until the mafter undeceived him, by explaining the 
meaning of what he had faid, and afluring him 
that the fquall was over. 

Such a fudden tranfition from fear to joy, oc- 
cafioned a violent agitation both in his mind and 
body ; and it was a full quarter of an hour before 
he recovered the right ufe of his organs. By 
this time the weather cleared up, the wind be- 
gan to blow again from the right corner, and the 
ipires of Calais appzared at the diftance of five 

5 leagues ; 
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leagues ; ‘fo that the countenances of all on board 
were lighted up with joyous expedtation ; and 
Peregrine venturing to go down into the cabbin, 
comforted his governor with an account of the 
happy turn of their affairs. 

Jolter, tranfported with the thought of a fpeedy 
landing, began to launch out in praife of that 
country for which they were bound. He ob- 
ferved, that France was the land of politenefs 
and hofpitality, which were confpicuous in the 
behaviour of all ranks and degrees, from the peer 
to the peafant ; that a gentleman and a foreigner, 
far from being infuited and impofed upon by the 
lower clafs of people, as in England, was treated 
with the utmoft reverence, candour and refpect ; 
that their fields were fertile, their climate pure 
and healthy, their farmers rich and induftrious, 
and the fubje@&s in general the happieft of men. 
He would have profecuted this favourite theme 
fill farther, had not his pupil been obliged to run 
upon deck, in confequence of certain warnings 
he received from his ftomach. 

The fkipper feeing his condition, very honeftly 
reminded him of the cold ham and fowls, with a 
bafket of wine, which he had ordered to be fent 


* on board, and afked if he would have the cloth 


laid below. He could not have chofen a more 
feafonable cpportunity of manifefting his own dif- 
intereftednefs. Peregrine made wry faces at the 
mention of food, bidding him, for Chrift’s fake, 
talk no more on that fubje&. He then defcended 
into the cabbin, and put the fame queftion to 
Mr. Jolter, who, he knew, entertained the fame 
abhorrence for his propofal; and meeting with 
the like reception from him, went between decks» 


and repeated his courteous proffer to the valet de 
B-308! chambre 
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chambre and lacquey, who Jay fprawling in all 
the pangs of a double evacuation, and rejected 
h's civility with the moft horrible loathing. Thus’ 
bafficd in all his kind endeavours, he ordered his 
boy to fecure the provifion in one of his own, 
lockers, according to the cuftom of the fhip; 
and he would have enjoyed a pretty comfortable 
booty, had not Pipes interpofed, and divided the 
{tore among the failors, who, he thought, were 
moft deferving cf fuch indulgence ; fo that the 
fkipper had the mortification of fecing his plan. 
mifcarry by his own precipitate conduct; for, 
had he heid his toncue, no body would have 
dreamt of afking for the provifions and he would 
have puticiled his pr'ze in peace. 

It being low water when they arrived on the 
French coait, the veffel could not enter the har- 
hour, ard they were obliged to bring to, and 
wait for a boat, which in lefs than half an hour 
came along-fide from the fhore. Mr. Jolter 
now cameupon deck, and fnuffing up the French 
air with fymptoms of infinite fatisfaction, afked 
cf the boatmen, with the friendly appellation of 
Ates enfans, what they muft have for tranfporting 
them and their baggage to the pier, But how 
was he difconcerted, when thofe polite, candid, 
reafonab'e watermen, demanded a Louis d’or for 
that fervice! Peregrine, with a farcaftic fneer, 
obferved, that he already began to perceive the 
juftice of his encomiums on the French; and the 
difappointed governor could fay nothing in his 
_ own vindication, but that they were debauched 

by their intercourfe with the inhabitants of Dover. 
His pupil, however, was fo much offended at 
their extortion, that he abfolutely refufed to em- 
ploy them, even when they abated one half in 
their. 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. # 


their demand, and {wore he would ftay on board 
till the packet fhould be able to enter the hare 
bour, rather than encourage fuch impcfition. 

The mafter, who in all probability had fome 
fort of feilow-feeling with the boatmen, in vain 
reprefented, that he could not with fafety lie to, 
or anchor upon a lee-fhore ; our hero having con~ 
fulted Pipes, anfwered, that he had hired his vef= 
fel to tranfport him to Calais, and that: he world 
oblige him to perform what he had urdertaken. 

The fkipper, very much mortified at this pe- 
remptory reply, which was not over and above 
agreeable to Mr. folter, difmiffed the boat, not- 
withftanding the follicitations and condefcention 
ef the watermen, who promifed to fubmit to the 
genicrofity of their employer ; and running a little 
farther in-fhore, came to an anchor, and -waited- 
till there was water enough to fioat them ovee 
the bar. Then they ftood in to the harbour, ard! 
our gentleman, with his attendants and baggage, 
were landed on.the pier by the failors, who: he: 
liberally rewarded'for their. trouble. 

He was immediately plied by a great number 
ef porters, who, like fo many hungry wolves,: 
laid hold on his luggage, and began to carry it 
off piece-meal, without his order or dircétion. 
Incenfed at this officious infolence, he commanded: 
them to defift, with many oaths and opprobricus 
terms that his anger fuggelted 5 and perceiving 
that one of them did not feem to pay any regard: 
to what he faid, but marched off with his bur- 
then, he f{natched a cudgel out of his lacquey’s’ 
hand. and overtaking the fellow in a twinkling,- 
brought him to the ground with one blow. He’ 
was inftantly furrounded by the whole congre- 


gration of this canaille, who refented the injury 
B 4 which: 
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which their brother had fuftained, and would 
have taken immediate fatisfaction of the aggreflor, 
had not Pipes, feeing his mafter involved, brought 
the whole crew to his affiftance, and exerted 
himfelf fo manfully, that the enemy were obliged 
to retreat with many marks of defeat, and me- 
naces of interefting the commandant in their quar- 
rel. Jolter, who knew and dreaded the power 
of the French governor, began to fhake with ap- 
prehenfion, when he heard their repeated threats 
but they durft not apply to this magiftrate, who, 
upon a fair reprefentation of the cafe, would 
have punifhed them feverely for their rapacious 
and infolent behaviour ; and Peregririe, without 
farther moleftation, availed himfelf of his own 
attendants, who fhouldered his baggage, and fol- 
lowed him to the gate, where they were ftopt by 
the centinels, until their names fhould be re- 

giftered. 7 : 

Mr. Jolter, who had undergone this examina- 
tion-betore, refolved to profit by-his experience, 
and cunningly reprefented his pupil as a young 
Englifh lord. ‘This intimation, fupported by the 
appearance of his equipage, was no fooner com- 
municated to the officer, than he turned out the 
guard, and ordered his foldiers to reft upon their 
arms, while his lordfhip pafled in great ftate to 
the Lion d@ Argent, where he took up his lodging 
for the night, refolving to fet out for Paris nexe 
morning in a poft-chaife. 

The governor triumphed greatly in this piece 
of complaifance and refpect with which they had 
been honoured, and refumed his beloved topic 
of difcourfe, in applauding the method and fub- 
ordination of the French government, which 
was better calculated for maintaining order, and 

pro- 
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protecting the people, than any conftitution up- 
on earth; and of their courteous attention to 
ftrangers, there needed no other proof than the 
compliment which had been paid to them, toge- 
ther with the governor’s connivance at Pere- 
grine’s emrploying his own fervants in carrying the 
baggage to the inn, contrary to the privilege of 
the inhabitants. 

While heexpatiated with a remarkable degree 
of felf-indulgence on this fubjecét, the valet de 
chambre coming into the room, interrupted his 
harangue, by telling his mafter, that their trunks 
and portmanteaus muft be carried to the cuftom- 
houfe, in order to be fearched, and fealed with 
lead, which muft remain untouched until their 
arrival at Paris. 

Peregrine made no objection to this practice, 
which was in itfelf reafonable enough ; but when 
he underftood that the gate was befieged by an- 
other multitude of porters, who infifted upon 
their right of carrying the goods, and alfo of 
fixing their own price, he abfolutely refufed to 
comply with their demand; and chaftifing fome 
of the moft clamorous among them with his foot, 
told them, that if their cuftom-houfe officers had 
a mind to examine his baggage, they might come 
to the inn for that purpofe. The valet de cham- 
bre was abathed at this boldnefs of his mafter’s 
behaviour, which the lacquey, fhrugging up his 
fhoulders, obferved was bien al’ Angloife; while 
the governor reprefented it as an indignity to 
the whole nation, and endeavoured to perfuade 
his pupil to comply with the cuftom of the place. 
But Peregrine’s natural haughtinels of difpofition 
hindered him from giving ear to Jolter’s whole- 
fome z.dvice ; and in than half an hour oe 

2 : 
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perceived a file of mufqueteers marching up te 
the gate. At fight of this detachment the tutor 
trembled, the valet grew pale, and the lacquey 
crofied himfelf; but our hero, without exhibiting 
any other fymptoms than thofe of indignation, 
met them on the threfhold, and with a ferocious 
ar demanded their bufinefs. The corporal who 
commanded the file anfwered with great delibe- 
ration, that- he had orders to convey his baggage 
to the cuftom-houfe; and feeing the trunks 
ftanding in.the entry, placed his men between 
them and the owner, while the porters.that fol- 
lowed, took them up, and proceeded to the 
Douane without oppofition. 

Pickle was not mad enough to difpute the 
authority of this meffage; but, in order to gall, 
and fpecify his contempt for thofe who brought 
it, he called aloud to his valet, defiring him, in 
French, to accompany his things, and fee that 
none of his linen and effects fhould be ftolen by. 
the fearchers. The corporal, mortified at this 
fatirical infinuation, darted a look of refentment 
at the author, as. if he had been interefted for 
the glory. of. his nation; and told him, that 
he .could perceive he was a ftranger in France, 


or elie he would have faved himfelf the trouble. 


of fuch a needlefs precaution. Indeed this ex- 
pre‘ion had no fooner efcaped our young gentle- 
man, than he was afhamed of his own petu- 
lance ; for nothing was farther from his prin- 
ciples than the Icaft encouragement of ungene- 
rous fufpicion. 


CHA P, 
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CHAP. XL. 
- He makes a fruitlefs attempt in gallantry ; departs 


for Boulogne, where he fpends the evening with 
certain Englith exiles. 


Hx. ING thusyieldedto the hand of power 
he inquired if there was any other Englifh 
company in the houfe ; and underftanding that a: 
gentleman and lady lodged in the next apart- 
ment, and had befpoke a poft-chaife. for Paris, 
he ordered Pipes to ingratiate himfelf with theic 
footman, and, if poffible, learn their names and 
condition, while he and Mr. Jolter, attended by 
the Jacquey, took a turn round the ramparts, and 
viewed the particulars of the fortification. 

Tom was fo very fuccefsful in his inquiry, that 
when his mafter returned, he was able to give 
him a very fatisfactory account of his fellow- 
lodgers, in confequence of having treated his. 
brother with a bottle of wine. The people in 
queftion were a gentleman and his lady, lately: 
arrived from England, in their way to Paris. 
The hufband was a man of good fortune, who 
had been a libertine in his youth, and a profefled: 
declaimer againft matrimony. He neither wanted 
fenfe nor experience, and piqued himfelf in par-: 
ticular upon his art in avoiding the fnares: of the. 
female fex, in which he pretended to be deeply » 
verfed. But, notwithftanding a'] his caution and 
fkill, he had lately fallen a facrifice to the attrac- 
tioms of an oy fter-wench, who had found means 
to decoy him into the bands of wedlock; and, 
in order to evade the compliments and congra- 


tulations of his friends and acquaintance, he ha 
B 6 come. 
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come fo far ona tour to Paris, where he intended 
to initiate his fpoufe in the beau-monde; though 


in the mean time he chofe to live upon the re- 


ferve, becaufe her natural talents had as yet re- 
ceived but little cultivation ; and he had not the 
moft implicit confidence in her virtue and difcre- 
tion, which, it feems, had like to hgve yielded 
to the addreffes of an officer at Canterbury, who 
had made fhift to infinuate himfelf into her ac- 
quaintance and favour. 

_ Peregrine’s curiofity being inflamed by this 
information, he lounged about the yard, in hopes 
of feeing the Dulcinea who had captivated the 
old batchelor, and at length obferving her at a 
window, took the liberty of bowing to her with 
great refpect. She returned the compliment with 
a curt’fie, and appeared fo decent in her drefs and 
manner, that unlefs he had been previoufly in- 
formed of her former life and_converfation, he 
never would have dreamt that her education was 
different from that of other ladies of fafhion; fo 
eafy it is to acquire that external deportment on 
which people of condition value themfelves fo 
much. Not but that Mr. Pickle pretended to 


- diftinguifh a certain vulgar audacity in her coun- 


tenance, which in a lady of birth and fortune 
would have paffed for an agreeable vivacity that 
enlivens the afpect, and gives a poignancy to 
every feature: but, as fhe pofiefled a pair of fine 
eyes and a clear complexion, overfpread with the 
glow of health, which never fails of recom- 
mending the owner, he could not help gazing at 
her with defire, and forming the defign of makiag 
a conqueft of her heart. With this view, he 
fent his compliments to her hufband, whofe 
name was Hornbeck, with an intimation, that 

he 
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he propofed to fet out next day for Paris, and as 
he underftood that he was refolved upon the fame 
journey, he fhould be extremely glad of his com- 
pany on the road, if he was not better engaged. 
Hornbeck, who in all probability did not chufe 
to accommodate his wife with a fquire of our he- 
ro’s appearance, fent a civil anfwer to his meflage, 
profeffing infinite mortification at his being unable 
to embrace the favour of his kind offer, by reafon 
of the indifpofition of his wife, wha, he was 
afraid, would not be in a condition for fome days 
to bear the fatigue of travelling. ‘This rebuff, 
which Peregrine afcribed to the hufband’s jca- 
loufy, ftifled his proje& in embrio; he ordered 
his French fervant to take a place for himfelf in 
the Diligence, where all his luggage was ftowed, 
except a {mall trunk with fome linen and other 
nece(laries that was fixed upon the poft-chaife 
which they hired of the landlord; and early next 
morning he and Mr. Jolter departed from Ca- 
lais, attended by his valet 4e chambre and Pipes 
on horfeback. They proceeded without any ac- 
cident as far as Boulogne, where they breakfafted 
and vifited old father Graham, a Scottifh gentle- 
man of the governor’s acquaintance, who had 
lived as a capuchin in that place for the {pace of 
threefcore years, and during that period conformed 
to all the aufterities of the order, with the moft 
rigorous exactnefs ; being equally remarkable for 
the franknefs of his converfation, the humanity 
of nis difpofition, and the fimplicity of his manners. 
From Boulogne they took their departure about 
noon, and as they propofed to fleep that night 
at Abbe Ville, commanded the poftilion to drive 
with extraordinary fpeed ; and perhaps it was well 


for his cattle that the axle-tree gave way, and the 
chaife 
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chaife of courfe overturned before they had tra+ 
velled one third part of the ftage. 

_ This accident compelled them to return to the 
place from whence they had fet out, and as they 
could not procure another convenience, they found 
themfelves under the neceffity of ftaying till their 
chaife could be refitted. Underftanding that this 
operation would detain them a whole day, our 
young gentleman had recourfe to his patience, 


and demanded to know what they could have fos | 


dinner; the garcon, or waiter. thus queftioned, 
vanifhed in a moment, and immediately they 
were furprized with the appearance of a ftrange 
figure, which from the extravagance of its drefs 


and gefticulation, Peregrine miftook for a mad- © 


man of the growth of France. This phantome 
(which by the bye, happened to be no other than 
the cook) was a tall, long-legged, meagre, fwar- 
thy fellow, that flooped very much; his cheek- 
bones were remarkably raifed, his nofe bent into 
the fhape and fize of a powder-horn, and the. 
fockets of his eyes as raw round the edges, as if 


the fkin had been pared off ; on his head he wore. 


an handkerchief which had once been white, and 


now ferved to cover the upper part of a. black. 
periwig, to which was attached a bag, at leaft a. 
foot fquare, with a folitaire and rofe that ftuck. 
up on each fide to his ear; fo that he looked likea. 


criminal in the pillory ; his back was accommo- 
dated with a lisnen waiftcoat, his hands adorned 


with long ruffles of the fame piece, his middle. 


was girded by an apron tucked up, that it might 
not conceal his white filk ftockings rolled ; and at 
his entrence he brandifhed a bloody weapon full 
three feet in length. Peregrine, when he firlt faw 


him approach in this menacing attitude, put himfelf: 


upon 


-—_— 
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upon his guard, but being informed of his quas 
lity, perufed his lift, and having befpoke three or 
four things for dinner, walked out with Mr. Jol- 
ter to view both towns, which they had not lei- 
fure to confider minutely before.. In their return 
from the harbour they met with four or five gen+ 
tlemen, all of whom feemed to look with an air 
of dejection, and perceiving our hero and his go- 
vernor to be Englifh by their drefs, bowed with 
great refpect as they paffed. Pickle, who was 
naturally conspaflionate, felt an emotion of fym- 
pathy; and feeing a perfon, who by his habit he 
judged to be one of their fervants, accofted him. 
in Englifh, and afked who the gentlemen were. 
The lacquey gave him to underftand that they were 
his own countrymen, exiled from their native 
homes, in confequence of their adherence to an 
unfortunate and ruined caufe ; and that they were 
gone to the fea-fide, according to their daily 
practice, in order to indulge their longing eyes, 
with a profpect of the white cliffs of Albion, which 
they muft never more approach. 

Though our young gentleman differed widely. 
from them in point of political principles, he was 
not one of thofe enthufiafts who look upon every 
{chifm from the eftablifhed articles of faith, as 
damnable, and exclude the fceptick from every 
benefit of humanity and chriftian forgivenefs: he 
could eafily comprehend how a man of the moft 
unblemifhed morals might, by the prejudice of 
education, orindifpenfible attachments, be ingaged 
in fuch a blame-worthy and pernicious undertak- 
ing ; and thought that they had already fuffered 
feverely for their imprudence. He was affected 
with the account of their diurnal pilgrimage to 


the fea-fide, which he confidered as a pathetic 
proof 


16 The ADVENTURES of 


proof of their affiGtion, and invefted Mr. Jolter 
with the agreeable office of going to them with a 
compliment in his name, and begging the honour 
of drinking a glafs with them in the evening. 
They accepted the propofal with great fatisfaction 
and refpectful acknowledgement, and in the after- 
noon waited upon the kind inviter, who treated 
them with coffee, and would have detained them 
to fupper; but they intreated the favour of his 
company at the houfe which they frequented, fo 
earneftly, that he yielded to their folicitations, 
and with his governor was conducted by them to 
the place, where they had provided an elegant re- 
paft, and regaled them with fome of the beft cla- 
ret in France. 

It was eafy for them to perceive that their 
principal gueft was no favourer of their ftate 
maxims, and therefore they induftrioufly avoided 
every fubject of converfation which could give 
the leaft offence; not but that they lamented 
their own fituation, which cut them of from all 
their deareft connexions, and doomed them to 
perpetual banifhment from their families and 
friends: but they did not even by the moft diftant 
hint, impeach the juftice of that fentence by 
which they were condemned; although one 
among them, who feemed to be about the age of 
thirty, wept bitterly over his misfortune, which 
had involved a beloved wife and three children in 
mifery and diftrefs ; and in the impatience of his 
grief, curfed his own fate with frantic impreca- 
tions. His companions, with a view of beguiling 
his forrow, and manifefting their own hofpitality 
at the fame time, changed the topic of difcourfe, 
and circulated the bumpers with great affiduity ; 
fo that all their cares were overwhelmed and for- 

gotten, 
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gotten, feveral drinking French catches were 
fung, and mirth and good fellowfhip prevailed. 
In the midft of this elevation, which commonly 
unlocks the moft hidden fentiment, and difpcls 
every confideration of caution and-conftraint, one 
of the entertainers being more intoxicated than 
his fellows, propofed a toaft, to which Peregrine 
with fome warmth excepted, as an unmannerly 
infult. The other maintained his propofition with 
indecent heat, and the difpute beginning to grow 
very ferious, the company interpofed, and gave 
judgment againft their friend, who was fo keenly 
reproached and rebuked for his impolite behavi- 
our, by the gentleman whofe fenfibility hath been 
mentioned, that he retired in high dudgeon, 
threatening to relinquifh their fociety, and brand- 
ing them with the. appellation of apoftates from 
the common caufe. Mortified at the behaviour 
of their companion, thofe that remained were 
earneft in their apologies to their guefts, whom 
they befought to forgive his intemperance; aflur- 
ing them with great confidence, that he would 
upon the recovery of his reflection, wait upon 
them in perfon, and afk pardon for the umbrage 
he had given. Pickle was fatisfied with their re- 
monftrances, refumed his good humour, and the 
night being pretty far advanced, refitted all their 
importunities with which he was intreated to fee 
another bottle go round, and was efcorted to his 
own lodgings, more than half feas over. Next 
morning about eight o’clock, he was waked by 
his valet de chambre, who told him that two of 
the gentlemen with whom he had fpent the even- 
ing were in the houfe, and defired the favour of 
being admitted into his chamber. He could not 
conceive the meaning of this extraordinary ae 
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and ordering his man to fhew them into his apart- 
ment, beheld the perfon who had affronted him: 
enter with the gentleman who had reprehended 
his rudenefs. 

He who had given the offence, after having: 
made an apology for difturbing Mr. Pickle, told 
him that his friend there prefent had been with. 
him early that morning, and propofed the alter- 
native of either fighting with him immediately, 
or coming to beg pardon for his unmannerly de- 
portment over night.;: that though he had courage 
enough to face any man in the field in a righteous: 
caufe, he was not fo brutal’as to difobey the dic- 
tates of his own duty and reflection, in confe- 
quence of which, and not out of any regard to - 
the other’s menaces, which he defpifed, he had 
now taken the liberty of interrupt:ng his repo‘,. 
that he might as foon us poMible, atone for the 
injury he had done him, which he protefted was 
the effect of intoxication alone, and begged his: 
forgivenefs accordingly. Our hero accepted of. 
this acknowledgment very gracioufly, thanked 
the other gentleman for the gallant part he had_ 
acted in his behalf; and perceiving that his com-. 
panion was a little irritated at his. officious inter- 
pofition, effected a reconciliation,.by convincing, 
him that what he had done was for the honour of 
the company. He then kept them to breakfaft,. 
expreffed a defire of feeing their fituation altered 
for the better, and the chaife being repaired, took 
his leave of his entertainers, who came to wilh 
him a good journey, and with his attendants left. 
Boulogne for the fecond time. 


CHAP.. 
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CHAP. XLI. 


Proceeds for the capital. Takes up his lodging at 
Bernay, where he is overtaken by Mr. Horn- 
beck, whofe head he longs to fortify. 


URING this day’s expedition, Mr. Jol- 

ter took an opportunity of imparting to his 
pupil the remarks he had made upon the induftry 
of the French, as an undeniable proof of whiclt 
he bad him caft his eyes around, and obferve with 
what care every fpot of ground was cultivated ; 
and from the fertility of that province, which is 
reckoned the pooreft in France, conceive the 
wealth and affluence of the nation in general, 
Peregrine amazed as Well as difgufted at this infa- 
tuation, an{wered that what he afcribed to induf- 
try, was the effect of meer wretchednefs ; the 
miferable peafants being obliged to plough up 
every inch of ground to fatisfy their oppreffive 
landlords, while they themfelves and their.cattle 
looked like fo many images of famine; that their 
extreme poverty was evident from the face of the 
country, on which there was not one inclofure 
to be feen, or any other object, except fcanty 
crops of barley and oats, which could never re- 
ward the toil of the hufbandman ; that their ha- 
bitations were no better than paultry huts; that 
in twenty miles of extent, not one gentleman's 
houfe appeared; that nothing was more abject and 
forlorn than the attire of their country people ; 
and laftly, that the equipage of their travelling 
chaifes was infinitely inferior to that of a dung- 


cart in England ; and that the poftilion who ther 
drove 
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drove their carriage, had neither ftockings to his 
legs, nora fhirt to his back. 

The governor finding his charge fo intractable, 
refolved to leave him in the mift of his own ig- 
norance and prejudice, and referve his obferva- 
tions for thofe who would pay more deference 
to his opinion; and indeed this refolution he had 
often made, and as often broke, in the tranf- 
ports of his zeal, that frequently hurried him out 
of the plan of conduct which in his cooler mo- 
ments he had laid down. They halted for a re- 
frefhment at Montreuil, and about eight in the 
evening arrived at a village called Bernay, where 
while they waited for frefh horfes, they were in- 
formed by the landlord, that the gates of Abbe 
Ville were fhut every night punctually at nine 
o’clock ; fo that it would be impoffible for them 
to get admittance ; and that there was not ano- 
ther place of entertainment on the road where 
they could pas the night; he therefore, as a friend, 
advifed them to ftay at his houfe, where they 
- would find the beft of accommodation, and pro- 
ceed upon their journey by times in the morning. 

Mr. Jolter, though he had travelled en that 
road before, could not recollect whether or not 
mine hoft fpoke truth ; but his remonftrance be- 
ing very plaufible, our hero determined to follow 
his advice, and being conduéted into an apart- 
ment, afked what they could have for fupper. 
‘The landlord mentioned every thing that was eat- 
able in the houfe, and the whole being ingrofled 
for the ufe of him and his attendants, he amufed 
himfelf till fuch time as it could be drefled, in con- 
verfing with the daughter, who wasa {prightly dam- 
fel about the age of feventeen; and.in rolling about 
the houfe, which ftands in a very rural fituation. 

While 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 21 


While he thus loitered away the time that hung 
heavy on his hands, another chaife arrived at the 
inn, and upon inquiry he found that the new 
comers were Mr. Hornbeck and his lady. The 
landlord, confcious of his inability to entertain this 
fecond company, came and begged with great 
humiliation that Mr. Pickle would fpare them 
fome part of the vi€tuals he had befpoke ; but he 
refufed to part with fo much as the wing of a par- 
tridge, though at the fame time he fent his com- 
pliments to the ftrangers, and giving them to une 
derftand how ill the houfe was provided for their 
reception, invited them to partake of his fupper. 
Mr. Hornbeck, who was not deficient in point of 
politenefs, and extremely well difpofed for a re- 
lifhing meal, which he had reafon to expect from 
the favoury fteam that iffued from the kitchen, 
could not refift this fecond inftance of our young 
gentleman’s civility, which he acknewledged by 
a meflage, importing that he and his wife would 
do themfelves the pleafure of profiting by his 
courteous offer. Peregrine’s cheeks glowed when 
he found himfelf on the eve of being acquainted 
with Mrs. Hornbeck, of whofe heart he had al- 
ready made a conqueft in imagination; and he 
forthwith fet his invention at work, to contrive 
fome means of defeating her hufband’s vigilance. 
_ When fupper was ready, he in perfon gave 
notice to his guefts, and leading the lady into his 
apartment, feated her in an elbow chair at the up- 
per end of the table, fqueezing her hand and 
darting a moft infidious glance at the fame time. 
This abrupt behaviour he practifed on the pre- 
fumption, that a lady of her breeding was not to 
be addrefled with the tedious forms that muft be 
obferved in one’s advances to a perfon of geaat 
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and genteel education; and ‘in all probability his 
calculation was juft, for Mrs. Hornbeck gave no 
figns of difcontent at this fort of treatment, but 
on the contrary, feemed to confider it as a proof 
of the young gentleman’s regard ; and though fhe 
did not venture to open her mouth three times 
during the whole rzpaft, fhe thewed herfelf par- 
ticularly well fatisfied with her entertainer, by 
fundry fly and fignificant looks, while her huf- 
band’s eyes were directed another way, and di- 
vers loud peals of laughter, fignifying her appro- 
bation of the fallies which he uttered in the courfe 
of their converfation. Her fpoufe began to be 
very uneafy at the frank demeanour of his yoke- 
fellow, whom he endeavoured to check in her 
vivacity, by afluming a feverity of afpe&; but 
whether fhe obeyed the dictates of her own dif- 
pofition, which, perhaps, was merry and unre- 
ferved, or wanted to punifh Mr. Hornbeck for 
his jealoufy of temper; certain it is, her gaiety 
increafed to fuch a degree, that her hufband was 
grievoufly alarmed and incenfed at her conduét, 
and refolved to make her fenfible of his difplea- 
fure, by treading in fecret upon her toes. He was, 
however, fo difconcerted by his indignation, that 
he miftook his mark, and applied the fharp heel 
of his fhoe to the fide of Mr. Jolter’s foot, com- 
prehending his little toe that was ftudded with an 
angry corn, which he invaded with fuch a fudden 
jerk, that the governor, unable to endure the tor- 
ture in filence, ftarted up, and dancing on the floor, 
roared hideoufly with repeated bellowings, to the 
un{peakable enjoyment of Peregrine and the lady, 
who laughed themfelves almoft into convulfions 
at the joke. Hornbeck, confounded at the miftake 
he had committed, begged pardon of the injured 

tutor 
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tutor with great contrition, protefting that the 
blow he had fo unfortunately received, was ‘in- 
tended for an ugly cur, which he thought had 
pofted himfelf under the table. It was lucky for 
him that there was actually a dog in the room, to 
juftify this excufe, whichJolter admitted with the 
tears running over his cheeks, and the ceconomy 
of the table was re-compofed. 

As foon, however, as the ftrangers could with 
decency withdraw, this fufpicious hufband took 
his leave of the youth, on pretence of being fa- 
trgued with his journey, after having, by way of 
compliment, propofed that they fhould travel to- 
gether next day ; and Peregrine handed the lady 
to her chamber, where he wifhed her good night 
with another warm fqueeze, which fhe returned. 
This favourable hint made his heart bound with a 
tranfport of joy ;' he lay in wait fer an opportu- 
nity of declaring himfelf, and feeing the hufband 
go down into the yard with a candle, he glided 
fuftly into his apartment, and found her almoft 
undrefltd. Impelled by the impetuofity of his 
paffion, which was ftill more inflamed by her pre- 
fent lufcious appearance, and encouraged by the 
approbation fhe had already exprefled, he ran to- 
wards her with eagernefs, crving, ‘* Zounds ! 
madam, your charms are irrefiftible |”? and with- 
out further ceremony would have clafped her in 
his arms, had not fhe begged him for the love of 
God to retire, for fhould Mr. Hornbeck return 
and find him there, fhe would be undone for ever. 
He was not fo blinded by his paffion but that he 
{aw the reafonablenefs of her fear, and as he could 
not pretend to crown his wifhes at that interview, 
he avowed himfelf her lover, affured her that he 


would exhauft his whole invention in finding a 
proper 
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proper epportunity for throwing himfelf at her 
feet; and in the mean time he ravifhed fundry 
fmall favours, which fhe in the hurry of her fright 
could not with-hold from his impudence of ad- 
drefs. Having thus happily fettled the prelimi- 
naries, he withdrew to his own chamber,.and 
fpent the whole night in contriving ftratagems to 
elude the jealous caution of his fellow-traveller. 


CHAP. XLII. 
They fet out in company, breakfaft at Abbe Ville, 


_ dine at Amiens, and about eleven o'clock arrive 
at Chantilly, where Peregrine executes a plan 
which he had concerted upon Hornbeck. 


rw" HE whole company by agreement rofe and 

] departed before day, and breakfafted at Ab- 
be Ville, where they became acquainted with the 
finefle of their Bernay landlord, who had. impofed 
upon them, in afhrming that they would not 
have been admitted after the gates were fhut. 
From thence they proceeded to Amiens, where 
they dined and were peftered by begging friars ; 
and the roads being deep, it was eleven o’clock 
at night before they reached Chantilly, where 
they found fupper already drefled, in confe- 
quence of having difpatched the valet de cham- 
bre before them an horfeback. 

The conftitution of Horneck being very much 
impaired by a life of irregularity, he found him- 
felf fo fatigued with this day’s journey, which 
amounted to upwards of an hundred miles, that 
when he fat down at table, he could {carce fit 
upright ; and in lefs than three minutes began to 
nod in his chair. Peregrine, who had forefeen 

and 
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and provided for this occafion, advifed him to 
exhiJarate his fpirits wah a glafs of wine; and the 
profofal being embraced, tipt his valet de cham- 
bre the wink, who, according to the inftruétions 
he had received, qualified the Burgundy with 
thirty drops of laudanum, which this unfortunate 
hufband fwallowed in one glafs. The dofe co- 
operating with his former drowfinefs, lulled him 
fo faft afleep, as it were inftantaneoufly, that it 
was found neceflary to convey him to his own 
chamber, where his footman undreffled and put 
him to bed. Nor was Jolter (naturally of a flug- 
gifh difpofition) able to refift his propenfity to 
fleep, without fuffering divers dreadful yawns, 
which encouraged his pupil to adminifter the fame 
dofe to him, which had operated fo fuccefsfully 
upon the other Argus. This cordial had not fuch 
a gentle effect upon the rugged organs of Jolter 
as upon the more delicate nerves of Hornbeck ; 
but difcovered itfelf in certain involuntary ftart- 
ings, and convulfive motions in the mutcles of 
his face ; and when his nature at length yielded 
to the power of this medicine, he founded the 
trumpet fo loud through his noftrils, that our 
adventurer was afraid the noife would awake his 
other patient, and confequently prevent the ac- 
complifhment of his aim. The governor was 
therefore committed to the care of Pipes, who 
lugged him into the next room, and having ftrip- 
ped off his cloaths, tumbled him into h's neft, 
while the two lovers remained at full liberty to 
indulge their mutual paffion. : oo 
Peregrine, in the impatience of his inclination, 
would have finifhed the fate of Hornbeck tmme- 
diately ; but his inamorata difapproved of his tn- 
tention, and reprefented that their being ee 
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by themfelves for any length of time, would be. 


obferved by her fervant, who was kept as a {py 
upon her actions ;.fo that they had recourfe to 
another fcheme, which was executed in this 
manner: He conducted her into her own apart. 
ment, in prefence of her footman, who lighted 
them thither, and wifhing her good refl, returned 


to his own chamber, where he waited ull every 


thing was quiet in the houfe ; and then ftealing 
foftly to her door, which had been left open for 


his admiffion in the dark, he found the hufband- 


ftill fecure in the embraces of fleep, and the lady. 
in a loofe gown, ready to feal his happinefs. He 
feized opportunity by the forelock, and bearing 
her in his arms to the place from whence he 
came, fhe was revenged upon the cuckold for the: 
uneafy life he had made her lead, and our hero: 
enjoyed the lufcious fruits of his conquett. 

Their guilty raptures, however, were not with~ 
out allay. “Iche opium which had been given to 
Jolter,. together with the wine he had drank, 
produced fuch a perturbation in his fancy, that he 
was vifited with horrible dreams, and among other’ 
miferable fituations, imagined himfelf in danger: 
of perifhing in the flames, which he thought had 
taken hold on his apartment. This vifton made 
fuch an impreffion upon his faculties, that he 
alarmed the whole houfe with the repeated cries. 


of Fire! Fire! and even leaped out of his beds. 


though he ftill remained fat afleep. The lovers 
were very difagreeably difturbed by this dreadful 
exclamation, and Mrs. Hornbeck running in great: 
confufion to the door, had the mortification to 
fee the footman witha light in his hand, enter. 
her hufband’s chamber, in order to give-them 
notice of this accident, She knew that fhe would. 
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be inftantly miffed, and could eafily divine the 
confequence, unlefs her invention could immedi- 
ately trump up fome plaufible excufe for her ab- 
fence. | 

. Women are naturally fruitful of expedients in 
cafes of fuchemergency ; fhe employed but a few 
feconds in recollection, and ruthing directly to- 
wards the apartment of the governor, who ftill 
continued to hollow in the fame note, exclaimed 
in a {creaming tone, ‘* Lord have mercy upon 
us! where! where!’’ By this time, all the fer-- 
vants were aflembled in ftrange attire; Peregrine 
flipt on his breeches, burftinto Jolter’s room, and 
feeing him ftalking in his fhirt with his eyes fhut, 
beftowed fuch a flap upon his buttocks, as in a’ 
moment diffolved his dream, and reftored him to 
the ufe of his fenfcs. He was aftonifhed and 
afhamed at being difcovered in fuch an indecent 
attitude; and taking refuge under the cloaths, 
afked pardon of all prefent for the difturbance he 
had occafioned; folliciting with great humility 
the forgivenefs of the lady, who, toa miracle, 
counterfeited the utmoft agitation of terror and 
furprize. Mean while, Hornbeck being awakened 
by the repeated efforts of his man, no fooner un- 
derftood that his wife was miffing, than all the 
chimera’s of jealoufy taking pofleffion of his ima- 
gination, he ftarted up in a fort of frenzy, and 
{natching his fword, flew ftraight to Peregrine’s 
chamber, where, though he found not that which 
he looked for, he unluckily perceived upon the 
bed an under-petticoat, which his wife had forget 
in the hurry of her retreat. This difcovery add- 
ed fuel to.the flame of his refentment, He 
{cized the fatal proof of his difhonour, and mect- 
ing his fpoufe in her return to bed, prefented it 
7 C2 to 
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to her view, faying, with a moft expreflive coun- 
tenance, ** Madam, yau have dropped your un- 
dier-petticoat in the next room.’’ Mrs. Hornbeck, 
who inherited from nature a moft admirable pre- 
fence of mind, looked earneftly at the object in 
queftion, and with incredible ferenity of counte- 
nance, affirmed that the petticoat muft belong to 
the houfe, for fhe had none fuch in her pofleffion. 
Peregrine, who walked bebind her, hearing this 
afeveration, immediately interpofed, and pulling 
Hornbeck by the fleeve into his chamber, ‘* Gads- 
zooks! faid he, what bufinefs had you with that 
petticoat? Can’t you let a young fellow enjoy a 
little amour with an innkeeper’s daughter, with- 
qut expofing his infirmities to your wife? Pfhaw! 
that’s fo malicious, becaufe you have quitted 
thefe adventures yourfelf, to fpoil the {port of 
other people.” The poor hufband was fo con- 
founded at the effrontery of his wife, and this 
cavalier declaration of the young man, that his 
faith began to waver ; he diftrufted his own con- 
dcious difidence of temper, which that he might 
not expofe, he exprefled no doubts of Peregrine’s 
veracity, but afking pardon for the miftuke he 
had committed, retired with a grim look, not 
yet fatisfied with the behaviour of his ingenious 
helpmate, but on the contrary determined to in- 
quire more minutely into the circumftances of 
this adventure ; which turned out fo little to his 
fatisfaction, that he ordered his fervant to get 
every thing ready for his departure by break of 
day ; and when our adventurer rofe next morn- 
ing, he found that his fellow-travellers were gone 
above three hours, though they had agreed to 
Hay all the forenoon, with a view of feeing the 
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prince of Conde’s palace, and to proceed all toe 
gether for Paris in the afternoon. 

Peregrine was a little chagrined, when he un- 
derftood that he was fo fuddenly deprived of this 
almoft untafted morfel; and Jolter could not 
conceive the mreaning of their abrupt and uncivil 
difappearance, which after many profound con- 
jeCtures, he accounted for, by fuppofing that 
Hornbeck was fome fharper who had run away 
with an heirefs, whom he found it neceflary to 
conceal from the inquiry of her friends. 

The pupil, who was well affured of the true 
motive, allowed his governor to enjoy the triumph 
of his own penetration, and confoled himfelf with 
the hope of feeing his Dulcinea again at fome of 
the public places in Paris, which he propofed to 
frequent. Thus comforted, he vifited the mag- 
nificent ftables and palace of Chantilly, and im- 
mediately after dinner fet out for Paris, where 
they arrived’ im the evening, and hired apartments 
at an hotel in the Fauxbourg St. Germaine, not 
far from the playhoufe, | 


CHAP. XLII. 


He is involved in an adventure at Paris, and taken 
prifoner by the city-guard. Becomes acquainted 
with a French nobleman, who introduces him 
into the beau monde. | 


HEY were no fooner fettled in thefe lodg- 

ings, than our hero wrote to his uncle an 
account of their fafe arrival, and fent another 
letter to his friend Gauntlet, with a very tender 
billet inclofed for his dear Emilia, to whom he 
repeated all his former vows of conftancy and love. 
C 3 The 
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The next care that ingroffed him was that of 
befpeaking feveral fuits of cloaths fuitable to the 
French mode, and in the mean time he never ap- 
peared abroad, except in the Englith coffee-houfe, 
where he foon became acquainted with fome of 
his own countrymen, who were at Paris on the 
fame footing with himfelf. The third evening 
after his journey, he was engaged in a party of 
thofe young fparks, at the houfe of a noted Trai- 
teur, whofe wife was remarkably handfome, and 
otherwife. extremely well qualified for alluring 
cuftomers to her houfe. ‘Tothis lady our young 
gentleman was introduced as a ftranger freth 
from England ; and he was charmed with her 
perfonal accomplifhments, as well as with the 
freedom and gaiety. of her converfation: having 
fat with them about an hour, fhe got up in order 
to retire, but being earneftly intreated to favour 
them with her company at fupper, fhe promifed 
to gratify their defire, and told them, without any 
ceremony or circumlocution, that fhe would 
only ftep into the next room to make water, and 
return in an inftant. This frank declaration 
founded fo oddly in the ezrs of Peregrine, that he 
concluced he might, without offence, take any 
fort cf liberty with a woman who could thus be- 
have fo wide of decency and decorum; and on 
this fuppofition, he followed her cavalierly to her 
clofet, where he addreffed her in fuch palpable 
terms, as he thought her character intitled him 
to ufe. She was furprifed at his confidence, which 
fhe began to rally as a fpecimen of Englith plain 


dealing, while fhe very deliberately executed in. 


his prefence the intent of her withdrawing ; and 
he ftill more encouraged by this deportment, 
urged his fuie with fuch impetuofity, that the fair 
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-Burgeoife:- was compelled to cry aloud in defence 
of her own virtue. Her hufband ran immediately 
to her affiftance, and finding her ina very alarm- | 
ing fituation, flew upon her ravifher with fuch 
fury, that he was fain to quit his prey, and turn 
againft the exafperated Traiteur, whom he pu- 
nifhed without mercy for his impudent intrufion. 
The lady feeing her yokcfellow treated with fo 
little refpcét, efpoufed his caufe, and fixing her 
nails in bis antagonift’s face, fcarified all one fide 
of his nofe. The noife of this encounter brought 
all the fervants of the houfe to the refcue of their 
mafter, and Peregrine’s company arriving at the 
fame time, a general battle enfued, in which the 
French were totally routed, the wife being in- 

fulted, and the hufband kicked down ftairs. 
The publican enraged at the indignity which 
had been offered to him and his family, went out 
into the itreet, and implored the protection of 
the guet or city-guard, which having heard his 
complaint, fixed their bayonets and furrounded 
the door, to the number of twelve or fourteen, 
The young gentlemen flufhed with their fuccefs, 
and confidering the foldiers as fo many London 
watchmen, whom they had often put to flight, 
drew their fwords, and fallied out, with Peregrine 
at their head. Whether the guard refpected them 
as foreignets, or inexperienced youths intoxicated 
with liquor, they opened to right and left, and 
gave them room to pafs, without oppofition. This 
complaifance, which was the efteé& of compaffion, 
being mifinterpreted by the Englifh leader, he 
aut of meer wantonnefs attempted to trip up the 
heels of the foldier that ftood next him, but 
failed in the execution, and received a blow on 
his breaft with the butt end of a fufil, that made 
C 4 him 
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him ftagger feveral paces backward. Incenfed at 
this audacious application, the whcle company 
charged the detachment fword in hand, and after 
an obiiinate engagement, in which divers wounds 
were given and received, every foul of them was 
taken, and conveyed to the main-guard, where 
the commanding officer being made acquainted 
with the circumftances of the quarrel, in confi- 
deration of their youth and national ferocity, for 
which the French make large allowances, fet them 
a!l at liberty, atter having gently rebuked them 
for the irregularity and infolence of their conduct: 
fo that 2ll our hero acquired by his gallantry and 
courage, was a number of fcandalous marks upon 
his vifage, that confined him a whole week to his 
chamber. It was impoffible to conceal this difafter 
from Mr. Jolter, who having got intelligence of 
the particulars, did not fail to remonftrate againft 
the rafhnefs of the adventure, which, he ob- 
ferved, muft have been fatal to them, had their 
enemies been other than Frenchmen, who of all 
Nations under the fun, moft rigoroufly obferve 
the laws of hofpitality. 

As the governor’s acquaintance lay chiefly 
among Irifh and Englith priefts, and a fet of low 
people, who live by making themfelves neceffary 
to ftrangers, either in teaching the French lan- 
guage, or executing fimall commiffions with which 
they are intrufted, he was not the moft proper 
perfon in the world for regulating the tafte of a 
- young gentleman who traveiled for improvement, 
in expectation of making a figure one day in his 
own Country ; and being confcious of his owo 
incapacity, he contented himfelf with the office 
of a fteward, and kept a faithful account of all 
the money that was difburfcd in the courfe of 


their: 


a ee 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 33 


their family expence: not but that he was ac- 
quainted with all the places which are vifited by 
ftrangers on their firft arrival at Paris ; and knew 
to a liard what was commonly given to the Swifs 
of each remarkable hotel; though, with refpect 
to the curious painting and ftatuary that every 
where abound in that metropolis, he was more 
ignorant than the domeftic that attends for a livre 
a day. 

In fhort, Mr. Jolter could give a very good 
account of the ftages on the road, and fave the 
expence of Antonini’s detail of the curiofities in 
Paris ; he was a connoiffeur in ordinaries, from 
twelve to five and thirty livres, knew all the rates 
of a Fiacre and Remife, could difpute witha Tail- 
Jeur or Traiteur upon the articles of his bill, and 
{cold the fervants in tolerable French. But the 
laws, cuftoms and genius of the people, the cha- 
racters of individuals, and fcenes of polifhed life, 
were fubjects which he had neither opportunities 
to obferve, inclination to confider, or difcernment 
to diftinguifh. All his maxims were the fuggef- 
tions of pedantry and prejudice ; fo that his per- 
ception was obfcured, his judgment biafled, his 
addrefs aukward, and his converfation abfurd and 
unentertaining : yet fuch as I have reprefented this 
tutor, is the. greateft part of thofe animals who 
lead raw boys about the world, under the deno- 
mination of travelling governors. Peregrine, 
therefore, being perfectly well acquainted with 
the extent of Mr. Jolter’s abilities, never dreamt 
of confulting him in the difpofition of his conduct, 
but parcelled out his time according to the. dic» 
tates of his own refle€tion, and the mformation 


and direétion of his companions, who had lived 
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longer in France, and confequently were better 
acquainted with the pleafures of the place. 
' As foon as he was in a condition to appear a la 
Francoife, be hired a genteel chariot- by the 
month, made the tour of the Luxembourg gal- 
Jery, Palais Royal, all the remarkable hotels, 
churches and celebrated places in Paris; vifited 
St. Cloud, Marli, Verfailles, Trianon, St. Ger- 
main, and Fountainbleau; enjoyed the opera, 
mafquerades, Italian and French comedy; and 
feldom failed of appearing in the public walks, 
in hopes of meeting with Mrs. Hornbeck, or 
fome adventure fuited to his romantic difpofitton. 
He never doubted that his perfon would attra& 
the notice of fome diftinguifhed inamorata, and 
was vain enough to believe that few female hearts 
were able to refift the artillery of his accomplifh- 
ments, if once he had an opportunity of planting 
it to advantage. He prefented himfelf, how- 
ever, at all the Specfacles for mariy weeks, with- 
out reaping the fruits of his expectation ; and be- 
an to entertain a very indifferent idea of the 
3 rench difcernment, which had overlooked him fo 


long, when one day in his way to the opera, his’ 


chariot was {topped by an embarras in the ftreet, 
occafioned by two peafants, who having driven 
their carts againft each other, quarrelled, and 
went to loggerheads on the foot. Such a rencoun- 
ter is fo uncommon in France, that the people 
fhut up their fhops, and from their windows 
threw cold water upon the combatants, with a 
view of putting an end to the battle, which was 
maintained with great fury and very little fkill, 
until one of them receiving an accidental fall, 
the other took the advantage of this misfortune, 
and faftening upon him as he lay, began to thump 
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the pavement with his head. Our hero’s equipage 
being detained clofe by the field of this contention, 
Pipes could not bear to fee the laws of boxing fo 
{candaloufly tranfgrefled, and leaping from his 
ftation, pulled the offender from his antagonift,, 


whom he raifed up, and in the Englifh language, 


encouraged to a fecond effay, inftructing him at 
the fame time, by clenching his fifts according to 
art, and puting himfelf in a proper attitude. 
‘Thus confirmed, the enraged carman fprung upon 
his foe, and in all appearance would have effec 
tually revenged the injury he had fuftained, if he 
had. not been prevented by the interpofition of a 
lacquey belonging to a nobleman, whofe coach 
was cliged to halt in confequence of the difpute. 
‘This footman, who was diftinguifhed by a cane, 
defcending from his poft, without the leaft cere- 
mony or expoftulation, began to employ his wea- 
pon upon the head and fhoulders of the peafant 
who hed been patronized by Pipes; upon which 
‘Thomas refenting fuch ungenerous behaviour, 
beftowed fuch a ftomacher upon the officious in- 
termeddler, as difcompofed the whole ceconomy 
of his entrails, and obliged him to difcharge the 
interjection ah! with demonftrations of great ane 
guifh and amazement. “The other two footmen 
who ftood behind the coach, feeing their fellow- 
fervant fo infolently affaulted, flew to -his affift- 
ance, and rained a moft difagreeable fhower 
upon the head of his aggreflor, who had no 
means of diverfion or defence. Peregrine, though: 
he did not approve of Tom’s conduct, could not 
bear to fee him fo roughly handled, efpecially as: 
he thought his own honour concerned in the fray,. 
and, therefore quitting his machine, came to the: 


refcue of his attendant, and charged his adverfa- 
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ries {word in hand. Two of them no fooner- 
.perceived this. reinforcement, than they beteok 
themfelves to flight ; and Pipes having twifted the 
cane out of the hands of the third, belaboured 
him fo unmercifully, that our hero thought pro- 
per to interpofe his authority in-his behalf. ‘The 
common people ftood aghaft at this unprecedented 
boldnefs of Pickle, who underftanding that the 
perfon whofe fervants he had difciplined, was a 
general and prince of the blood, went up to the 
coach, and afked, pardon. for what he had- done, 
imputing his.own behaviour to his ignorance of 
the other’s. quality. The. old nobleman accepted. 
of his apology with great politenefs, thanking. 
him for the trouble he had taken to.reform the 
manners. of his domefticks ;: and gueffing from 
our youth’s appearance that he was fome ttranger, 
of condition, very courteoufly invited him inta 
the coach, on the fuppofition that they were both. 
bound for the opera, Pickle gladly embraced this 
opportunity of. becoming acquainted with a per- 
fon of fuch rank, and ordering his own chariot to 
follow, accompanied the count-to his ge, where, 
he converfed with him during the whole enter-~ 
tainment,. 

He foon-perceived that Peregrine was-not de- 
ficient in fpi:it or fenfe, and. feemed particularly, 
pleafed with his engaging manner and eafy de-. 
portment, qualifications for which. the Englifh, 
Nation is by. no means remarkable in France, and, 
therefore the more confpicuous and agreeable in 
the charaéter of our hero, whom the nobleman 
carried home that fame evening, and introduced. 
to his lady, and feveral perfons of fufhion who, 
fupped at his houfe. Peregrine was quite capti- 
vated by their affable behaviour and the vivacity, 
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of their difcourfe; and after having been honoured 
with particular. marks of confideration, took his 
leave,. fully determined to cultivate fuch a valu- 
able acquaintance. 

His vanity fuggefted,. that now the time was 
€ome when he thould: profit by his talents among 
the fair fex, on whom he ‘refolved to employ his 
utmoft art and addrefs. With this view he affi- 


duoufly engaged in all parties.to which he had ac» 


cefs, by means of his noble friend, who let flip 
no opportunity of gratifying his ambition. He 
for fome time fhared in all his amufements, and 
was entertained in many of the beft families of 
France ; but he did not long enjoy that elevation 
of hope which. had flattered his-imagination. He 
foon perceived that. it would be impoffible to 
maintain the honourable connexions he had made, 
without engaging every day at quadrille, or in 
other words, lofing his money ;. for every perfon 
of rank, whether male or female, was a pro- 
fefled gamefter, who knew and practifed all the 
finefle of the art, of whichhe was intirely igno- 
rant. Befides, he began to find himfelf a meer 
novice in French gallantry,. which.is fupported by: 
an amazing volubility of tongue, an obfequious 
and ineredible attention: to trifles, a furprifing fa- 
culty-of laughing out of pure complaifance, and a 
nothingnefs of converfation, which he could never 
attain.- In fhort, our hero, who among his. own 
countrymen would have paffed:for a {prightly en- 
tertaining fellow, was confidered in the brilliane 
affeinblies of France as a youth of a very phleg- 
matic difpofition. No wonder then that his pride 
Was mertified at his. own want.of importance, 
which he did not fail to afcribe ee nia 

—tafte:. he conceived a 
point of judgment and t ; difeutt 
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difguft at the mercenary condu&, as well as the 
{hallow intellects of the ladies ; and after he had 
{pent fome months, .and around. fum of money, 
in fruitlefs attendance and addreffes, he fairly 
quitted the. purfuit, and confoled himfelf with 
the converfation of a merry Fille de joye, whofe 
good graces he acquired by an allowance of twenty 
Louis per month; and that he might the more 
eafily afford this expence, difmifled his chariot and 
French lacquey at the fame time. 

. He.then entered himfelf in a noted ae ee 
in order to finifh his exercifes, and contracted an 
acquaintance with a few fenfible people, whom 
he diftinguifhed at the coffee-houfe and ordinary 
to which he reforted, and who contributed not 2 
little to the improvement of his knowledge and 
tafte; for, prejudice apart, it muft be owned 
that France alounds with men of confummate 
honour, profound fagacity, and the moft liberal 
education. From the converfation of fuch, he 
obtained a diftinct idea of their government and 
conftitution; and though he could not help ad- 
miring.the excellent order aad ceconomy of their 
police, the refult of all his inquiries was felf-con-~ 
gratulation on his title to the privileges of a Bri- 
tith fubject. Indeed this invaluable birthright 
was rendered confptcuous by fuch flagrant occur- 
rences, which fell every day almoft under his ob- 
fervation, that nothing but the grofleit a ce 
could difpute its exiftence. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 


Acquires a diftiné? idea of the French government ; 

--guarrels with a moufquetaire, whom he after- 
wards fights and vanquifhes, after having pu- 
nifbed him for interfering in his amorous req 
creations. 


MONG many other inftances of the fame 
nature, I believe it will not be amifs to 
exhibit a few fpecimens of their adminiftration, 
which happened during his abode at Paris, that 
thofe who have not the opportunity of obferving 
for themfelves, or are in danger of being in- 
fluenced by mifreprefentation, may compare their 
own condition with that of their neighbours, and 
do juftice to the conflitution under which they 
live. 

A lady of diftinguifhed chara&er having been 
lampooned by fome obfcure fcribler, who could 
not be difcovered, the miniftry, in confequence 
of her complaint, ordered no fewer than five and 
twenty abbés to be apprehended and fent to the 
Baftile, on the maxim of Herod, when he com- 
manded the innocents to be murdered, hoping 
that the principal objet of his cruelty would 
not efcape in the general calamity; and the 
friends of trofe unhappy prifoners durft not even 
complain of the unjuft perfecution, but fhrugged 
up their fhoulders, and in filence deplored their 
misfortune, uncertain whether or not they fhould 
ever fet eyes on them again. | 

About the fame time, a gentleman of family, 
who had been oppreffed by a certain powerful 


duke that lived in the neighbourhood, found 
poeans 
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means to be introduced to the king, who re-~ 
ceiving his petitiom very gracioufly, afked in 
what regiment he ferved ; and when the memo- 
rialift anfwered, that he had not the honour of 
being in the fervice, returned the paper unopen- 
ed, and refufed to hear one circumftance of his 
complaint ; fo that, far from being redreffed, he 
remained more than ever expofed to the tyranny 
of his oppreffors: nay, fo notorious is the dif- 
couragement of all thofe who prefume to live 
independent of court-favour and connexions, 
that one of the gentlemen, whofe friendfhip Pe- 
regrine cultivated, frankly owned he was in pof- 
feffion of a moft romantic place in one of the 
provinces, and deeply enamoured of a country 
life; and yet he durft not refide upon his own 
eftate,. left by flackening in his attendance up- 
on the great, who honoured him with their pro-- 
tection, he fhould fall a prey to fome rapacious. 
intendant. = 
As for the common people, they are fo much. 
inured to the fcourge and infolence of power, 
that every fhabby fubaltern, every beggarly cadet 
of the nobleffe, every low retainer to the court, 
infults and injures them with impunity. A cer- 
tain Ecuyer, or horfe-dealer, belonging to the 
king, being one day under the hands of a barber, 
who by accident cut the head of a pimple on his. 
face, he ftarted. up, and. drawing his fword, 
wounded him defperately in the fhoulder. The 
poor tradefman, hurt as he was,. made an effort 
to retire, and was followed by this barbarous af- 
faffin, who not contented with the vengeance he.. 
had taken, plunged his fword a fecond time into 
his body, and killed him. on the fpot. Having . 
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performed this inhuman exploit, he drefled hime 
felf with great deliberation, and going to Ver- 
failles, immediately obtained a pardon for what 
he had done; triumphing in his brutality with 
fuch infolence, that the very next time he had 
occafion tobe fhaved, he fat with his {word ready 
drawn, in order to repeat the murder, in cafe 
the barber fhould commit the fame miftake. Yet 
fo tamed are thofe poor people to fubjection, that 
whcn Peregrine mentioned this aflaffination to 
his own.trimmer, with expreffions of horror and 
deteftation, the infatuated wretch replied, that 
without all doubt it was a misfortune, but it pro- 
ceeded from the gentleman’s paffion; and ob- 
ferved, by way of encomium on the govern- 


ment, that fuch vivacity is never punifhed in 
France. 


A few days after this outrage was committed, 
our youth, who was a profeffed enemy to all 
oppreffion, being in one of the firft loges at the 

comedy, was eye-witnefs of an adventure which 
filled him with indignation: a tall, ferocious fel- 
low in the parterre, without the leaft provoca- 
tion, but prompted by the meer wantonnefs of 
pride, took hold of the hat of a very decent young 
man who happened to ftand before him, and 
twirled it round upon his. head. _ The party thus 
offended turned to his aggreffor, and civilly afked 
the reafon of fuch treatment; but he received no 
anfwer; and when he looked the other way, the 
infult was repeated : upon which he exprefled his 
refentment as became aman of fpirit, and defired 
the offender to walk out with him. No fooner 
did he thus fignify his intention, than bis adver- 
fary, fwelling with rage, cocked his hat fiercely 


in his face, and fixing, his hands in his fides, pro~ 
. nounce 
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nounced with the moft imperious tone, “* Heark 
ye, Mr. Round Periwig, you muft know that I 
am a moufquetaire.” Scarce had this awful word 
efcaped from his lips, when the blood forfook the 
lips of the poor challenger, who with the moft 
abject fubmiffion begged pardon for his pre- 
fumption, and with difficulty obtained it, on con- 
dition that he fhould immediately quit the place. 
Having thus -exercifed his authority, he turned 
to one of his companions, and with an air of 
difdainful ridicule, told him he was like to have 
had an affair with a Bourgeois; adding, by way 
of heightening the irony, *‘ Egad! 1 believe he’s 
a phyfician.”’ 

Our hero was fo much fhocked and irritated 
at this licentious behaviour, that he could not 
fupprefs his refentment, which he manifefted, by 
faying to thisHeQor, ** Sir, a phyfician may be 
aman of honour.” To this remonftrance, 
which was delivered with a very fignificant coun- 
tenance, the moufquetaire made no other reply, 
but that of ecchoing his affertion with a loud 
laugh, in which he was joined by his confederates 5 
and Peregrine glowing with refentment, called 
him a Fanfaron, and withdrew, in expectation 
of being followed into the fireet. The other 
underftood the hint, and a rencounter muft have 
enfued, had not the officer of the guard, who 
overheard what pafled, prevented their meeting, 
by putting the moufquetaire immediately under 
arreft. Our young gentleman waited at the door 
of the parterre, until he was informed of this 
interpofition; and then went home very much 
chagrined at his difappintment ; for he was an 
utter {tranger to fear and diffidence on thefe oc- 
cafions, and had fet his heart upon chaftifing the 

in- 
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nfolence of this bully, who had treated him with 
fuch difrefpedt. 

This adventure was not fo private but that 
it reached the ears of Mr. Jolter, by the canal 
of fome Englifh gentlemen who were prefent 
‘when it happened 3 andthe governor, who en- 
tertained a moft dreadful idea of the moufquetaires, 
being alarmed at a quarrel, the confequence of 
which might be fatal to his charge, waited on 
the Britifh embaffador, and begged he would 
take Peregrine under his immediate protection. 
His excellency having heard the circumftances 
of the difpute, fent one of his gentlemen to in- 
vite the youth to dinner; and after having aflured 
him that he might depend upon his countenance 
and regard, reprefented the rafhnefs and impe- 
tuofity of his conduct fo much to his conviction, 
that he promifed to a& more circumfpectly for 
the future, and drop all thoughts of the moufque- 
taire from that moment. 

A few days after he had taken this laudable re- 
folution, Pipes, who had carried a billet to his 
miftrefs, informed him, that he had perceived a 
laced hat lying upon a marble flab in her apart- 
ment ; and that when fhe came out of her own 
chamber to receive the letter, fhe appeared in 
manifeft diforder. . — 

From thefe hints of intelligence, our young 
gentleman fufpected, or rather made no doubt of 
her infidelity ; and being by this time well nigh 
cloyed with pofleffion, was not furry to find that 
fhe had given him caufe to renounce her cor- 
refpondence. That he might therefore detect 
her in the very breach of duty, and at the fame 
time ‘punifh the gallant who had the prefumption 
to invade-his territories, he concerted with ee 


44 The ADVENTURES of 


felf a plan, which was executed in this manner * 
During his next interview with his Dulcinea, 
far from difcovering the leaft fign of jealoufy or 
difcontent, he affected the appearance of ex- 
traordinary fondnefs; and after having fpent the 
afternocn with the fhew of uncommon fatisfac- 
tion, told her he was engaged in a party for 
Fountainbleau, and wou!d fet out from Paris that 
fame evening; fo that he fhould not have the 
pleafure of feeing her again for fome days. 

The lady, who was very well verfed in the 
arts of her occupation, pretended to receive this 
piece of news with great affliction, and conjured 
him with fuch marks of real tendernefs, to returry 
as foonas poffible to herlonging arms, that he went 
away almoft convinced of her fincerity. Deter 
mined, however, to profecute his fcheme, he 
actually departed from Paris with two or three 
gues of his acquaintance, who had hired a 

emife for a jaunt to Verfailles; and having ac— 
companied them as far as the village of Pafsé, re- 
turned in the dufk of the evening on foot. | 

He waited impatiently till midnight, and then 
arming himfelf with a pair of pocket-piftols, and 
attended by trufty Tom with a cudgel in his 
hand, repawed to the lodgings of his fufpected: 
inamoratas; and having given Pipes: his ‘cue, 
knocked gently at the door, which was no fooner 
opened by the lacquey than he bolted in, before: 
the fellow could recollect himfelf. from.the con- 
fufion occafioned by his unexpected appearance ; 
and leaving Tom to guard the door, ordered the: 
trembling vulet to light him up ftairs into his la- 
dy’s apartment. The firft object that prefented 
itfelf to- his view, when he entered the anti- 
chamber, was a.fword upon the table, which he: 
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immediately feized, ove in a loud and me- 
nacing voice, that his miftrefs was falfe, and then 
in bed with another gallant, whom he would 
inftantly put to death. This declaration, con- 
firmed by many terrible oaths, he calculated for 
the hearing of his rival, who underftanding his 
fanguinary purpofe, ftarted up in great trepida- 
tion, and naked as he was, dropt from the 
balcony into the ftreet, while Peregrine thun- 
dered at the door for admittance; and gueffling 
his defign, gave him an opportunity of making 
this precipitate retreat. Pipes, who ftood centi- 
nel atthe door, obferving the fugitive defcend, 
attacked him with his cudgel, and {weating him 
from one end of the ftreet to the other, at lat 
committed him to the guet, by whem he was 
conveyed to the officer on duty ina moft dif- 
graceful and deplorable condition. 

Mean while, Peregrine having burft open the 
chamber door, found the lady in the utmoft 
dread and confternation, and the fpoils of her 
favourite fcattered about the room: but his re- 
fentment was doubly gratified, when he learnt 
upon inquiry, that the perfon who had been fo dif- 
agreeably interrupted, was no other than that indi- 
vidyal moufquetaire with whom he had quarreled 
at the comedy. He upbraided the nymph with 
her perfidy and ingratitude, and telling her that 
fhe muft not expect the continuance of his re- 
gard, or the appointments which fhe had hitherto 
enjoyed from his bounty, went home to his own 
lodgings, overjoyed at the iffue of the adventure. 

The foldier, exafperated at the difgrace he 
had undergone, as well as at the outragious in- 
fult of the Englifh valet, whom he believed his 


goafter had tutored for that purpofe, no eS 
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extricated himfelf from the opprobrious fituation 
he had incurred, than breathing vengeance againft 
the author of the affront, he came to Peregrine’s’ 
apartment, and demanded fatisfation upon the: 
ramparts next morning before fun-rife. -Our_ 
hero aflured him, he would not fail to'pay: his re~'- 
{pects to him at the time-and place appointed 5 
and forefeeing that he might be prevented from’ 
keeping this engagement by the officious care of 
his governor, who faw the moufquetaire comein, 
he told Mr. Jolter, that the Frenchman had -vi- 
fited him in confequence of an order he had re- 
ceived frony his fuperioxs, to make an apology for 
his rude behaviour to him in the playhoufe, and- 
that they had parted very good friends. This 
affurance, together with Pickle’s tranquil and. 
unconcerned behaviour thro’ the day, quieted the 
terrors which had begun to take poffeffion of his 
tutor’s imagination; fo that the youth had an 
opportunity of giving him the flip at night, when 
he betook himfelf to the lodgings of a friend, 
whom he engaged as his.fecond, and with whom 
he immediately took the field, in order to avoid 
the fearch which Jolter, upon miffing him, might 
fet on foot. : : 

This was a neceflary precaution; for as he 
did not appear at fupper, and Pipes, who ufually 
attended him in his exeurfions, could give no ac- 
count of his motions, the governor was dread- 
fully alarmed at his abfence, and ordered his man 
to run in queft of his mafter to all the places 
which he ufed to frequent, while he himfelf went 
to the commiflaire, and communicating his fuf- 
picions, was-accommodated with a party of the 
horfe-guards, who patroled round all the enwirons 
of the city, with a view of preventing the ren- 
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counter. Pipes might have directed them to the 
lady, by whofe: information they could have learnt 
the name and lodgings af the moufquetaire, who. 
being apprehended, the duel would not have hap- 
pened ; but he did not cheofe to run the risk of 
difabiging his mafter, by intermeddling ia the 
affair, and was, moreover, very defirowe that the 
Frenchman fhould be humbled; for he never 
doubted. ehat Peregyine was more than a match. 
for any two menin France. In this confidence,. 
therefore, he fought his. mafter with great dili-. 
geace, not with a view of difappointing his inten- 
tien, butin arder to attend him to the battle, that. 
he might and by him, and fee juftice done. ,; 

While this. inquiry waa carried on, our hero. 
and his: companion concealed themfelves among 
fome weeds that grew on the edge of the parapet, 
a few yards from the fpot where he had agreed to 
meet the moufquetaire; and fcaree had the morn- 
ing rendered objects diftinguifhable, when they 
perceived their men advancing baldly to the place. 
Peregrine feeing them approach, fprung forward. 
to the ground, that he might have the glory of 
anticipating his antagonift; and {words being 
drawn, all four were engaged in a twinkling. 
Pickle’s .eagernefs had: well nigh coft him his life 5 
for, without minding his footing, he flew di- 
rectly to his oppofite, and ftumbling over a ftone, 
was wounded on one fide of his head before ke 
could recover his attitude. Far from. being dif- 
fpirited at this check, it ferved only to animate 
him the. more; being endowed with uncommon 
agility, he retrieved ‘his pofture in a momenty. 
and having parried a fecond thruft, returned the 
longe with fuch incredible fpeed, that the foldier 


had no§ time to refume his guard, but was im- 
mediately 
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mediately run through the bend of his right arm; 
and the fword dropping out of ‘his hand, owr he- 
ro’s victory was compleat. 

- Having difpatched his own bulinefs, and re- 
ceived the acknowledgment of his adverfary, who 
with a look of infinite mortification obferved, 
that his was the fortune of the day, he ran to 
part the feconds, juft as the weapon was twifted 
out of his companion’s hand: upon which he 
took his place; and, in all likelihood, an obfti- 
nate difpute would have enfued, had they not 
been interrupted by the guard, at fight of whom 
the two Frenchmen fcampered off, while -our 
young gentleman and his friend allowed them- 
{elves to be taken prifoners by the detachment 
which had been fent out for that purpofe, and 
were carried before the magiftrate, who having 
fharply reprimanded them for prefuming to act 
in contempt of the laws, fet them at liberty, in 
confideration of their being ftrangers, cautioning 
them at the fame time to beware of fuch exploits 
for the future. 

When Peregrine returned to his own lodgings, 
Pipes feeing the blood trickling down upon his 
mafter’s neckcloth and folitaire, gave evident to- 
kens of’ furprize and concern, not for the con- 
fequences of the wound, which he did not fup- 
pofe dangerous, but for the glory of Old England, 
which he was afraid had fuffered in the engage- 
ment ; for, he-could not help faying, with an air 
of chagrin, as he followed the youth into his 
chamber; ‘* I do fuppofe us how you gave that 
lubberly Frenchman as good as he brought.” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, XLV“ 


Mr. Jolter threatens to isave him on account of bis 
mifconduc?, which he promifes to rectify; but 

_ his refolution is defeated by the impetuofity af his 
paffions, He meets accidentally with Mrs, Horn- 

_ beck, who elopes with him from ber hufband, 
but is reflored by the interpofition of the Britifh 
embaffador. , 


HOUGH Mr. Jolter was extremely well 
] pleafed at the fafety of his pupil, he could 
not forgive him for the terror and anxiety he had 
undergone on his account ; and roundly told him, 
that notwithftanding the inclination and attach- 
ment he had to his perfon, he would imme- 
diately depart for England, if ever he fhould hear 
of his being involved in fuch another adventure ; 
for it could not be expected that he would facri- 
fice his own quiet, to an unrequited regard for 
one who feemed determined to keep him in con- 
tinual uneafinefs and apprehenfion. : 
To this declaration Pickle made anfwer, that 
Mr. Jolter, by this time, ought to be convinced 
of the altention he had always paid to his eafe 
and fatisfaGtion; fince he well knew, that he 
had ever looked upon him in the light of a friend 
rather than as a counfellor or tutor, and defired 
his company in France with a view of promoting 
his intereft, and not for any emolument he could 
expect from hisinftru@iion. This being the cafe, 
he was at liberty to confult his own inclinations 
with regard to going or ftaying; though he could 
not help owning himfelf obliged by the concern 
he expreffed for his fafety, and would endeavcur, 
Vou. II. , Db. for 
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for his own fake, to avoid giving him any caufe 
of difturbance in time to come. 

No man was more capable of moralizing upon 
Peregrine’s mifconduét than himfelf; his reflec- 
tions were extremely juft and fagacious, and at- 
tended with no other difadvantage, but that of 
occurring too late. He projected a thoufand fa- 
lutary f{chemes of deportment, but, like other 
projectors, he never had intereft enough with 
the miniftry of his paffions to bring any one of 
them to bear. He had, in the heyday of his gal- 
‘Jantry, received a letter from his friend Gaunt- 
let, with a kind poftfcript from his charming 
Emilia; but it arrived at a very unfeafonable 
juncture, when his imagination was engrofled by 
conquefts that more agreeably flattered his ambi=- 
tion; fo that he could not find Jeifure and incli- 
nation, from that day, to honour the correfpon- 
dence which he himfelf had follicited; and his 
vanity had, by this time, difapproved of the en- 
gagement he had contracted in the rawnefs and 
inexperience of youth ; fuggefting, that he was 
born to make fuch an important figure in life, as 
ought to raife his ideas above the confideration of 
any fuch middling connections, and fix his atten- 
tion upon objects of the moft fublime attraion. 
Thefe ditates of ridiculous pride had almoft ef- 
faced the remembrance of his amiable miftrefs, 
or at leaft fo far warped his morals and integrity, 
that he aQtually began to conceive hopes of her 
altogether unworthy of his own character and her 
deferts. , 

Mean while, being deftitute of a toy for the 
dalliance of his idle hours, he employed feveral 
{pies, and almoft every day made a tour of the 
public places in perfon, with a view of pro- 
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curing intelligence of Mr. Hornbeck, with whofe 
wife he longed to have another interview; and 
in this courfe of expectation had he exercifed 
himfelf a whole fortnight, when chancing to be 
at the hofpital of the invalids with a-gentleman 
lately arrived from England, he no fooner en-’ ° 
tered the church than he perceived this lady, at- 
tended by her fpoufe, who at fight of our here 
changed colour, and looked another way, ‘in or- 
der to difcourage any communication between 
them. But the young man, who was not fo ea- 
fily repulfed, advanced with great aflurance te 
his fellow-traveller, and taking him by the-hand, 
expreffed his fatisfaCtion at this unexpected meet- 
ing; and kindly apbraiding him for his precipi- 
tate retreat from Chantilly, before Hornbeck 
could make any reply, he went up to his wife, 
whom he complimented in the fame manner, af- 
furing her with fome fignificant glances, he was 
extremely mortified, that fhe had put it out of 
his power to pay his refpects to her, on_his firft 
arrival at Paris; and then turning to her hufband, 
wha thought proper to keep clofe to him in this 
conference, begged to.know where he could have 
the honour of waiting upon him; obferving at 
the fame time, that he himfelf lived a Pacademie 
de Palfrenier. | 

Mr. Hornbeck, without making an apology 
for his elopement on the road, thanked Mr, 
Pickle for his complaifance in a very cool and 
difobliging manner ; faying, that as he iitended 
to fhift his lodgings in a day or two, he could not 
expect the pleafure of feeing him, until he fhould 
be ‘fettled, when he would call at the academy, 
and condu€& him co his new habitation. 


D 2 Pickle, 
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Pickle, who was not unacquainted with the 
fentiments of this jealous gentleman, did not put 
much confidence in his promife, and therefore 
sade divers efforts to enjoy a little private con- 
verfation with his wife ; but he was baffled in all 
his attempts by the indefatigable vigilance of her 
keeper, and reaped no other immediate pleafure 
from this accidental meeting, than that of a kind 
fqueeze while he handed her into the coach. 
However, a3 he had been witnefs to fome in- 
ftances of her invention, and was no ftranger to 
the favourable difpofition of her heart, he enter- 
tained fome faint hopes of profiting by her un- 
derftanding, and was not deceived in his expec- 
tation; for the very next forenoon a Savoyard 
called at the academy, and put the following 
billet in his hand: 


Coind Sur, 

Eaving the playfure of meating with you 
at the ofspital of anvilheads, I take this 
lubbertea of latin you know, that I lotch at the 
bottatl de May cong dangle rouy Doghoufeten, with 
two poftis at the gait, naytheir of um vary hole, 
ware I fhall be at the windore, if in kais you 
will be fo good as to pafs that way at ficks a 
cloak in the heavening, when Mr. Hornbeck 
goes to the Calfbay de Contea, Prey for the loaf 
of Geefus keep this from the nolegs of my hufs- 
ban, ells he will make me leed a hell upon urth. 

Being all from, deer Sur, 


Your moft umbell farvan wile 
DEBORAH HoRNBECK. 


Our 
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~ ‘Our young gentleman was ravifhed at the re- 
ceit of this elegant epiftle, which was directed, 
A Monfr Monjr Pickhell, a la Gaddamme de Paul 
Freny, and did not fail to obey the fummons at 
the hour of affignation; when the lady, true to 
her appointment, beckoned him up ftairs, and 
he had the good fortune to be admitted unfeen, 
After the firft tranfports of their mutual joy at 
meeting, fhe told him, that her hufband had 
been very furly and crofs ever fince the adventure 
at Chantilly, which he had not yet digefted ; 
that he had laid fevere injunétions upon her to 
avoid all commerce with Pickle, and even threat- 


ened to fhut her up in a convent for life, if ever 
- the thould difcover the leaft inclination to renew 


that acquaintance; that fhe had been cooped up 
im her chamber fince her arrival at Paris, with- 
out being permitted to fee the place, or indeed 


any company, except that of her landlady, whofe 
_ language fhe did not underftand ; fo that Ker fpi- 
_ rit being broke, and her health impaired, he was 


prevailed upon fome days ago to indulge her in a 
few airings, during which fhe‘had feen the gar~ 


_ dens of the Luxembourg, the Thuilleries and 
Palais Royal, though at thofe times when. there 


was no company in the walks’; and that it was 


.. in one of thofe excurfions fhe had the happinefs 


of meeting.with him. Finally, the gave him to 


‘underftand, that rather than continue longer in 
_ fach confinement with the man whom fhe’ could 
-. not love, fhe would inftantly give him the flips. 


and put herfelf under the protection of her lover. 
Rafh and unthinking as this declaration’ might. 
be, the young gentleman was fo much of a gal- 


- lant, that he would not baulk the lady’s inclina~ 


00 I is to forefee 
tions, and too per pris his paffion el 
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the confequences of ‘uch a dangerous ftep; he 
therefore, without hefitation, embraced the pro- 
pofal, and the coaft being clear, they fallied inte 
the ftreet, where Peregrine: calling a Fiacre, or- 
dered the coachman to drive them to a tavern: 
but knowing it would not be in his power to 
conceal her from the fearth of the lieutenant de 
police, if fhe fhould remain within the walls of 
Paris, he hired aRemife, and carried her that fame 
evening to. Villejuif, about four leagues from 
town, where he ftayed with her all night; and 
having boarded her on a genteel penfion, and 
fettled the ceconomy of his future vifits, returned 
next day to his own lodgings. : 

While he thus enjoyed his fuccefs, her hufband 
endured the tortures of the damned. When he 
returned from the ccffee-houfe, and underftood. 
that his wife had eloped, without being perceived 
by any perfon in. the family, he began to rave 
and foam at the mouth with rage and jealoufy,. 
and in the fury of diftraction, accufed the Lind- 


lady of being an accomplice in her efcape, threat-. 


ening to complain of her to the commiffaire. 
The woman could not conceive how Mrs. Horn- 


beck, who. fhe knew was an utter ftranger to the. 


French language, and kept no fort of company, 


could elude the caution of her hufband, and find. 
any refuge io a place where fhe had no ac- 


quaintance,. and began to fufpeét the lodger’s 
emotion was nq other than an affeCed paffion to. 
conceal his own praétices upon his wife, who had. 
perhaps. fallen a facrifice to his jealous difpofition, 
She therefore fpared- him the trouble of putting 
his menaces in execution, by going to the magi- 
ftrate with.ut any further deliberation, and gi- 
ving an account of what fhe knew concerning. 
this myfterious affair, with certain infinuations 
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againff Hornbeck’s character, which fhe repre- 
fented as peevifh and capricious to the laft degree. 

While fhe thus anticipated the purpofe of the 
plaintiff, her information was interrupted by the 
arrival of the party himfelf, who exhibited his 
complaint with fuch evident marks of perturba- 
tion, anger and impatience, that the commiffaire 
could eafily perceive that he had no fhare in the 
difappearance of his wife ; and directed him. to 
the lieutenant de police, whofe province it is to 
take cognizance of fuch occurrences. ‘This gen- 
tleman, who prefides over the city of Paris, 
having heard the particulars of Hornbeck’s mif- 
fortune, afked if he fufpeéted any individual per- 
fon as the feducer of his yoke-fellow ; and when 
he mentioned Peregrine as the object of his ful- 
picion, granted a warrant and a detachment of 
foldiers, to fearch for and retrieve the fugitive. 
_ The hufband conducted them immediately to 
the academy where our hero lodged, and having 
rummaged the whole place, to the aftonifhment 
of Mr. Jolter, without finding either his wife or 
the fuppofed ravifher, accompanied them to alk 
the vablic houfes in the Fauxbourg ; which hav- 
ing examined alfo without fuccefs, he returned 
to the magiftrate in a ftate of defpair, and ob- 
tained a promife of his making fuch an effeCtual 
inquiry, that in three days he fhould have any ac- 
count of her, provided fhe was alive, and within 
the walls of Paris. | 

Our adventurer, who had forefeen all this di- 
fturbance, was not at all furprized when his go- 
vernor told him what had happened; and being 
conjured to reftore the woman to the right owner, 
with many pathetic remonitrances touching the hei- 


nous fin of adultery, the diftraction of the unfortu- 
; | D 4, nate 
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nate hufband, and the danger of incurring the re- 
fentment of an arbitrary government, which, upon 
application being made, would not fail of efpoufing 
the caufe of the injured; he denied, with great 
effrontery, that he had the leaft concern in the 
matter, pretended to refent the deportment of 
Hornbeck, whom he threatened to chaftife for 
his fcandalous fufpicion, and exprefied his difplea- 
- fure at the credulity of Jolter, who feemed to 

doubt the veracity of his affeveration. _ 
Notwithftanding this confident behaviour, Jolter 
Could not help entertaining doubts of his fince- 
rity ; and vifiting the difconfolate fwain, begged 
he would, for the honour of his country, as well 
as for the fake of his own reputation, difcon- 
tinue his addreffes to the lieutenant de police, and 
apply to the Britifh Embaffador, who by dint of 
_ friendly admonitions, would certainly prevail upon 
- Mr. Pickle.to do him all the juftice in his power, 
if he was really the author of the injury he had 
fuftained. ‘The governor urged this advice with 
the appearance of fo much fympathy and concern, 
promifing to co-operate with all his influence in 
his behalf, that Hornbeck embraced the propofal, 
communicated his purpofe to the magiftrate, who 
_ commended the refolution as the moft decent and 
defirable expedient he could ufe, and then waited 
upen his excellency, who readily efpoufed his 
caufe, and fending for the young gentleman that 
fame evening, read him fuch a lecture in private, 
as extorted a confeffion of the whole affair; not 
that he affailed him with four and fupercilious 
maxims, or fevere rebuke, becaufe he had pene- 
tration enough to difcern, that Peregrine’s dif- 
pofition was impregnable to all fuch attacks ; but 
he firft of all rallied him upon his intriguing ge- 
nius, 
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nius, then, in an humorous manner, defcribed. 
the diftraGion of the poor cuckold, who he owned: 
was juftly punifhed for the abfurdity of his con- 
duct; and laftly, upon the fuppofition, that it 
would be no great effort in Pickle to part with 
fuch a conqueft, efpecially after it was for fome 
time poffefied, reprefented the neceffity and ex~ 
pediency of reftoring her, not only out of regard: 
to his own charaéter, and that of his nation, 
but alfo with a view to his eafe, which would in: 
a little time be very much invaded by fuch an 
incumbrance, that in all probability would in- 
volve him in a thoufand difficulties and difgufts. 
Befides, he affured him, that he was already, by: 
_ order of the lieutenant de police, ‘furrounded 
with {pies, who would watch all his motions, and 
immediately difcover the retreat in which he 
had depofited his prize. Thefe arguments, and. 
the frank familiar manner in which they were 
delivered, but above all, the laft confideration, in- 
duced the young gentleman to difclofe the whole 
of his proceedings to the Embaffador, and pro- 
mife to be governed by his direction, provided 
the lady fhould not fuffer for the ftep fhe had: 
taken, but be received by her hufband with due: 
reverence and refpect. ‘Thefe ftipulations being 
agreed to, he undertook to produce her in eight 
and forty hours ; and taking coach immediately, 
drove to the place of her refidence, where he 
fpent a whole day and a night in convincing her 
of the impoffibility of their enjoying each other 
in that manner; and returning to Paris, deli- 
vered her -into the hands of the Embaffador, who: 
having affured her, that fhe might depend upon 
his friendfhip and protection, in cafe fhe fhould: 
find herfelf aggrieved by the jealous temper of 
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Mr. Hornbeck, reftored her. to her legitimate: 
lord, whom he counfelled to exempt her from. 


that reftraint which, in all probability, had been 
the caufe of her elopement, and. endeavour to. 


conciliate her affection by tender and refpectful” 


ufage. 


The hufband' behaved with great humility and’ 


compliance, protefting that his-chief ftudy fhould 
be to contrive parties. for her pleafure and fa- 
tisfation. But no fooner: did he regain poffef- 
-fion of his ftray-fheep, than he locked her up 


more clofely than ever.; and‘ after having re-. 


volved various fchemes. for her reformation, de- 


termined to board her. in a convent, under the. 


infpection of a prudent abbefs, who fhould fu- 


perintend: her morals, and reeal’her to the paths. 
of virtue, which fie had forfaken. With this. 


view he confulfed. an Englifli prieft' of his ac- 
quaintance, who advifed him to fettle her in a 
monaftery at Liffe, that fhe might be as far as. 
pofible from the machinattons of her lover ; and’ 
gave him a letter of’ recammendation to the fu-. 
perior of a certain convent in that place, for 
which Mr. Hornbeck fet out in a few days with. 
his troublefome charge.. 


CHAP. XLVL 


Peregrine refolues to return to England, is diverted. 


with the odd charaéters of two of bis countrymen, , 
with: whom: he contracts an acquaintance.in the- 
— apartments of the Palais Reyal.. 


N the mean time, our Hero received: a letter 

. from his aunt, importing that the commodore. 
was n'a very declining way, and longed much to. 
yd fee 
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fee him at the garifon ; and at the fame time he 
heard from his fifter, who gave him to under- 
ftand that the young gentleman who had for fome 
time made his addrefles to her, was become very 
preffing in his folicitations ; fo that fhe wanted to 
know in what manner fhe fhould anfwer his re- 
peated intreaties. “Thefe two confiderations de- 
termined the young gentleman to return to his 
Rative country, a refolution that was far from 
being difagreeable to Jolter, who knew that the 
incumbent on a living which was in the gift of 
Trunnion, was extremely old, and thatit would 
be his intereft to be upon the fpot at the faid in- 
cumbent’s deceafe. 

Peregrine, who had refided about fifteem 
months. in France, thought he was now fuffici- 
ently qualified fer eclipfing moft of his cotempo- 
raries in England, and therefore prepared for his 
departure with infinite alacrity, being moreover 
inflamed with the moft ardent defire of revifiting 
his friends, and renewing his connections, parti- 
cularly with Emilia, whofe heart, he by this 
time, thought he was able to reduce on his own 
terms. : 

_ As he propofed to make the tour of Flanders 
and Holland in his return to England, he refolved 
to ftay in Paris a week or two after his. affa'rs. 
were fetiled, in hopes of finding fome agreezble 
companion difpofed for the fame journey, and in 
order to refrefh kis memory, made a fecond cir= 
cuit round all the places im that capital, where 
any curious production of art is to be feen. In. 
the courfe of this fecond examination he chanced! 
to enter the Palais Royal, juft as two gentlemem 
aivhted from a Fiacre at the gate, and all three 
being admitted at the feme time, he foon. perm 
D6 ceived 
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ccived that the ftrangers were of his own country. 
One of them was a young man, in whofe air 
and countenance appeared all the uncouth gravity 
and fupercilious felf-conceit of a phyfician piping 
hot from his ftudies, while the other, to whom 
his companion fpoke by the appellation of Mr. 
Pallet, difplayed at firft fight a ftrange compofi- 
tion of levity and affurance. Indeed their cha- 
raCters, drefs and addrefs were ftrongly contrafted ; 
the doctor wore a fuit of black, and a huge tye- 
wig, neither fuitable to his own age, nor the fa~« 
fhion of the country where he then lived ; where- 
as the other, though feemingly turned of fifty, 
ftrutted in a gay fummer drefs of the Parifian cut, 
_ with a bag to his own grey hair, and a red feather 
in his hat, which he carried under his arm. As 
thefe figures feemed to promife fomething enter- 
taining, Pickle entered into converfation with 
them immediately, and foon difcovered that the 
old gentleman was a painter from London, who 
had ftole a fortnight from his occupation, in order 
to vifit. the remarkable paintings of France and 
_ Flanders ; and that the doctor had taken the op- 
- portunity of accompanying him in his tour. Be- 
. ing extremely talkative, he not only communi- 
_ cated thefe particulars to our hero ina very few 
minutes after their meeting, but alfo took occa- 
fion to whifper in his ear, that his fellow traveller 
. ‘was a man of vaft learning, and beyond all doubt, 
the greateft poet of the age. As for himfelf, he 
- ‘was under no neceffity of making his own elo- 
gium; for he foon gave fuch fpecimens of his 
tafte and talents, as left Pickle no room to doubt 

of his capacity. 
While they ftood confidering the piCtures in 
one of the firft apartments, which are by no 
means 
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"means the moft mafterly compofitions, the Swifs, 


who fets up for a connoiffeur, loeking at a cer- 
tain. piece, pronounced the word maynifique ! 
with a note of admiration 3 upon which Mr. Pal- 
let, who was not ‘at all a critick in the French 
language, replied with great vivacity, ** A/anu- 
fac, you mean, and a very indifferent piece of 
manufacture it is; pray gentleman take notice, 
there is no keeping in thofe heads upon the back 
ground, nor no relief in the principal figure : 
then you'll obferve the fhadings are harfh to the 
laft degree ; and come a little clofer this way— 
don’t you perceive that the fore-fhortening of that 
arm is monftrous—agad, fir! there is an abfolute 


' fra€ture in the limb—doétor, you underftand ana- 


tomy, don’t you think that mufcle evidently mif- 
placed? Heark ye, Mr. what d’ye cal] um, (turn- 
ing to the attendant) what is the name of the 
dauber who painted that miferable performance?’’ 
The Swifs imagining that he-was all this time 
expreffing his fatisfaction, fan¢tioned his fuppofed 
commendation, by exclaiming fans prix. ** Right, 
cried Pallet, I could not recollect his name, 
though his manner is quite familiar tome. We 
have a few pieces in England, done by that fame 
fangpree ; but there they are in no eftimation ; 
we have more tafte among us, than to relifh the 
produtions of fuch a miferable gout. Isn’t he an 
ignorant coxcomb, doctorf” ‘The phyfician a- 
fhamed of his companion’s blunder, thought it 
was neceflary for the honour of his own charac- 
ter, to take notice of it before the ftranger, and 
therefore anfwered his queftion, by repeating this 
line from Horace, 


Mutato nomine, dete fabula narratur. 
e 
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The painter, who was rather more ignorant of 
Latin than of French, taking it for granted that 
this quotation of his friend, conveyed an affent to 
his opinion, ‘* Very true, faid he, a moft fenfible 
obfervation! mute aye toe numbing he, (what. 
is’t?) Deity, fable honour hate her. It is indeed. 
a moft mute benumbing piece; and the fable 
fhews that the painter was very little honoured 
by the deity.”” Peregrine was aftonifhed at this. 
furprifing perverfion of the words and meaning of. 
a Latin line, which, at firft, he could not help 
thinking was a premeditated joke; but upon. 
fecond thoughts, he faw no reafon to doubt that 
it was the extemporaneous effect of theer pertnefs. 
and ignorance, at which he broke out into an. 
immoderate fit of laughter. Pallet believing that 
the gentleman’s mirth was occafioned by his arch 
animadverfion upon the work of fangpree, un- 
derwent the fame emotion in a much louder 
ftrain, and endeavoured to heighten the jeft, by 
more obfervations of the fame nature; while the 
doctor confounded at h's impudence and want ok 
knowledge, reprimanded him in thefe words of 
Homer, 


; Liya, en TI arr "Arzu, TETOV anon poubor. 


. This rebuke, the reader will eafily perceive, was. 
not calculated for the meridian of his friend’s intele 
lcects, but uttered witha view of raifing his own. 
character in the opinion of Mr.Pickle, who retorted 
this. parade of learning in three verfes from the 
fame author, being part of the fpeech of Pulyda- 
mas to Hector, importing that ir is impoffible for. 
one man to excel in every thing. The felf-fufi- 
cien: phyfician, who. did not expeétfuch. a: repar- 

tee 
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tee from a youth of Peregrine’s appearance, 
Tooked upon his reply as a fair challenge, and in- 
fiantly rehearfed forty or fifty lines of the Iliad in. 
a breath; and obferving that the ftranger made 
no effort to match this effufion, interpreted his. 
filence into fubmiffion; then, in order to afcer- 
tain his victory, infulted him with divers frag-. 
ments of authors, whom his fuppofed competitor 
did not even know by name; while Mr. Pallet 
{tared with admiration at the profound fcholarfhip 
of his companion. Our young gentleman,. far. 
from repining at this fuperiority, laughed within. 
himfelf at the ridiculous ambition of the pedan- 
tic doftor, who muft have been at infinite pains 
in conning thefe detached pieces, with a view of 
retailing them in company for the credit of his 
genius and knowledge. He rated him in his own, 
mind as a meer index-hunter, who held the eel of 
fcience by the tail, and forefaw an infnite fund of 
diverfion in his folemnity and pride, if properly 
extracted by means of his fellow-traveller’s vanity 
and aflurance. Prompted by thefe confiderations, 
he refolved to cultivate their acquaintance, and, if 
pofible, amufe himfelf at. their expence in his 
journey through Flanders, undesftanding that they 
were determined upon the fame route.. Jn this. 
view he treated them with extraordinary attenr 
tion, and. feemed to pay. particular deference to. 
the remarks of the painter, who with great intre- 
pidity pronounced judgment upon every picture in, 
the palace, or. in other words, expofed his own. 
nakednefs, in every fentence that proceeded from 
his mouth. 

When. they came to confider the murder of the 
innocents by Le Brun, the Swifs obferved that it 


was 47, beau. morceau, and Mr, Pallet replied, 
; 66 YS, 


64 + The ADVENTURES of 


66 Yes, yes, one may fee with half an eye, that 
it can be the preduCtion of no other ; for Bomor- 
fo’s ftile, both in colouring and drapery, is alto- 
gether peculiar ; then his defign is tame, and his 
expreffion antic and unnatural. Doctor, you: 
have feen my judgment of Solomon, I think I 
may without prefumption—but, I don’t choofe: 
to make comparifons, I leave that odious tafk to. 
other people, and let my works {peak for them-. 
felves. France, to be fure, is rich in. the artsy. 
but what is the reafon ? the king encourages men 
of genius with honour and rewards: whereas, in. 
England, we are obliged to ftand upon our own: 
feet, and combat the envy and malice of our 
brethren ; agad! I have a good mind to come - 
and fettle here in Paris ; I fhould like to have an 
apartment in the Louvre, with a fnug penfion of 
fo many thoufand livres.” In this manner did: 
Pallet proceed with an eternal rotation of tongue, 
floundering from one miftake to another, until it 
was the turn of Pouffin’s feven facraments to be 
examined. Here again the Swifs out of the abun- 
dance of his zeal, expreffed his admiration, by 
faying, thefe pieces were impayable; when the 
painter turning to him with an air of exultation, 
‘¢ Pardon me, friend, thére you happen to be: 
miftaken, thefe are none of smpayable’s, but done 
by Nicholas Poufeen. I have feen prints of them 
in England, fo that none of your tricks. upon tra- 
vellers, Mr. Swifth or Swath, or what’s your 
name. He was very much elated by this imaginary 
triumph of his underftanding, which animated 
him to perfevere in his curious obfervations upon 
all the other pieces of that celebrated colleétion ; 
but perceiving that the doctor manifefied no figns 
of pleafure and fatisfaGtion, but rather beheld 

them 
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them with a filent air of difdain, he could not 
digeft his indifference, and afked with a waggith 
fneer, if ever he had feen fuch a number of ma- 
fter-pieces before ? The phyfician eying him with 
a look of compaffion mingled with contempt, ob- 
ferved that there was nothing there which de- 
ferved the attention of any perfon acquainted with 
the ideas of the ancients ; and that the author of 
the fineft piece now in being, was unworthy to 
clean the brufhes of one of thofe great mafters, 
who are celebrated by the Greek and Roman 
writers. ‘* Olud! O lud! (exclaimed the 
painter, with a loud laugh) you have fairly 


_ brought yourfelf into a dilemma at laft, dear doc- 


tor; for it is well known that your ancient Greek 
and Romar artifts knew. nothing at all of the 
matter, in comparifon with our modern mafters ; 
for this good reafon, becaufe they had but three 
er four colours, and knew not how to paint with 
oil: befides, which of all your old fulty Grecians 
would you put upon a footing with the divine 


~ Raphael, the moft excellent Michael Angelo; Bona 


Roti, the graceful Guido, the bewitching ‘Fitian, 
and above all others, the fublime Rubens, the’’ 
~———-—He would have proceeded with a long ca- 
taiogue of names which he had got by heart for 
the purpofe, without retaining the lea(t idea of 
their feveral qualifications, had. not he been in- 
terrupted by his friend, whofe indignation being 
kindled by the irreverence with which he mene, 
tioned the Greeks; he called him blafphemer, 
Goth, Bzotian, and in his turn, afked with great 


~ vehemence, which of thofe puny moderns could 


match with Panznus of Athens, and his brother 


' Phidias, Polycletus of Sicyon, polyenes the 


hrafian, 
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Thrafian, Parrhafius of Ephefus, firnamed ACeo- 
d:aslos, and Apelles the prince of painters? He 
challenged him to fhew any portrait of thefe days _ 
that could vye with the Helen of Zeuxis the He- 
raclean, or any compofition equal to the facrifice 
of Iphigenia, by Timanthes the Sicyonian; not 
to mention the twelve gods of Afciepiadorus the 
Athenian, for which Mnafon, tyrant of Elatea, 
gave him about three hundred pounds a piece, or 
Homer’s hell by Nicias, who refufed fixty talents, 
amounting to upwards of eleven thoufand pounds, 
and generoufly made a prefent of it to his own 
country. He defired him to produce-a collection 
equal to that in the temple of Delphos, men- 
tioned in the Iw of Euripedes; where Hercules 
and his companion lolaus are reprefented in the 
act of killing the Lernzan hydra, with golden 
fickles xpuciass apres, where Bellerophon appears 
upon his winged fteed, vanquifhing the fire-breath- 
ing chimera tay supanecas; and the war of the 
giants is defcribed. Here Jupiter ftands wielding 
the red hot thunderbolts. Kepavriy aupisrupr, there 
Pallas dreadful to the view Topywee, brandifheth 
her fpear againft the huge Enceladus ; and Bac- 
chus with flender ivy rods, defeats and flays the 
ys tex, or mighty fon of earth. The painter 
was aftonifhed and confounded at this rhapfody of 
nam.s and inftances, which was. uttered with 
fu:prifing eagernefs and rapidity ; fufpecting ae 
firft that the whole was the creation of his own, 
brain ; but when Pickle, with a view of flatter- 
ing the dodtor’s felf-conceit, efpoufed his fide of 
the queftion, and confirmed the truth of every. 
thing he advanced, Mr. Pallet changed his opi- 
nion, and in emphatic filence adored the immen- 
fity of his friend’s underftanding. In fhort, Pe- 
regrine 
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regrine eafily perceived that they were falfe en- 
thufiafts, without the fmalleft pretenfions to tafte 
and fenfibility ; and pretended to be in raptures 
with they knew not what; the one thinking it 
was incumbent upon him to exprefs tran{ports on 
feeing the works of thofe who had been moft 
eminent in his profeflion, whether they did or 
did not really raife his admiration ; and the other 
as a fcholar deeming it his duty to magnify the an- 
cients above all competition, with an affected fer-. 
vour, which the knowledge of their excellencics 
never inf;ired. Indeed°our young gentleman fo 
fuccefsfully accommodated himfelf to the difpo- 
fition of each, that long before their review 
was finifhed, he was become a particular favourite 

with both. 7 
From the Palais Royal he accompanied them to 
the cloifters of the Carthufians, where they con- 
fidered the hiftory of St. Bruno, by Le Sueur, 
whofe name being utterly unknown to the painter, 
he gave judgment againit the whole compofition, 
as pitiful and paultry ; though in the opinion of 
all good judges, it is amoft mafterly performance. 
Having fatisfied their curiofity in this place, 
Peregrine follicited them to favour him with their 
company at dinner; but wheth:r out of caution 
againft the infinuations of one whofe character 
they did not know, or by reafon of a prior en-. 
gagement, they declined his invitation-on pretence 
of having an appointment at a certain ordinary, 
though they expreffed a defire of being farther ac-_ 
quainted with him; and Mr. Pallet took the free- 
dom of afking his name, which he. not only de- 
clared, but promifed, as they were ftrangers in 
Paris, to wait upon them next day in the fore- 
noon, in order to conduct them to the hotel de 
Tholoufes 
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Tholoufe, and the houfes of feveral other noble- 
men, remarkable for painting or curious furni- 
ture. They thankfully embraced his propofal, 
and that fame day made inquiry among the Englifh 
gentlemen, about the character of: our hero, which 
they found fo much to their fatisfaction, that upon 
_ their fecond meeting, they courted his good graces 
_ without referve ; and as they had heard of his in- 
tended departure, begged earneftly to have the ho- 
~ nour of accompanying him through the Low Coun- 
tries. He affured them that nothing could be 
_Mmore agreeable to him, than the profpect of hav- 
_ ing fuch fellow-travellers ; and they immediately 
appointed a day for fetting out on that tour. 


CHAP. XLVII. 


_ He introduces his new friends to Mr. Jolter, with 
_  - whom the doctor enters into a difpute upon go- 

-vernment, which had well nigh terminated in 
_ open war. : | 


EAN while, he not only made them ace 
quainted with every thing worth feeing in 

town, but attended them in their excurfions to 
all the king’s houfes within a @ay’s journey of 
Paris; and in the courfe of thefe parties, treated 
them with an elegant dinner at his own apart- 
_ ments, where a difpute arofe between the doctor 
and Mr. folter, which had well nigh terminated 
in an irreconcileable animofity. Thefe gentlemen, 
with an equal fhare of pride, pedantry and fatur~ 
nine difpofition, were by the accidents of educa- 
_ tion and company, diametrically oppofite in poli- 
tical maxims ; the one, as we have already ob-. 
ferved, being a bigotted high churchman, and the 
| other 
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other a rank republican. It was an article of the 
governor’s creed, that the people could not be 
happy, nor. the earth yield its fruits in abundance, 
ander a reftri€ted clergy and limited government: 
whereas, in the doctor’s opinion, it was an eter- 
nal truth, that no conftitution was fo perfect as 
the democracy, and that no country could flourith, 
but under the adminiftration of the mob. 

Thefe confiderations being premifed, no won- 
der that they happened. to difagree in the freedom 
of an unreferved converfation, efpecially as their 
entertainer took all opportunities of encouraging 
and inflaming the contention. The firft fource 
of their difference was an unlucky remark of the 
painter, who obferved that the partridge of which 
he was then eating, had the fineft relifh of any 
he had ever tafted. His friend owned that the 
birds were the beft of the kind he had feen in 
France; but affirmed that they were neither fo 
plump nor delicious as thofe that were caught in 
England. The governor confidering this obfer- 
vation as the effect of prejudice and inexperience, 
{aid with a farcaftical {mile, ‘* I believe, fir, you 
are very well difpofed to find every thing here in- 
ferior to the productions of your own country.” 
‘¢True, fir, (anfwered the phyfician with a cer- 
tain folemnity of afpect) and not without good 
reafon I hope.’? ‘* And pray, (refumed the 
tutor) why may not the partridges of France be 
as good as thofe of England?” ‘* For a very 
plain reafon, replied the other, becaufe they are 
not fo well fed. The iron hand of oppreffion is 
extended to all animals within the French domi- 
nions, even to the beafts of the field and the fowls 
of the air, Kuneffin cwnoifi te pafi.’ ‘* Egad! 
cried the painter, that is a truth not to be con- 
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troverted : for my own part, I am none of your 
tit-bits, one would think, but yet there’s a frefh- 
nefs in the Englifth complexion, a ginfeekeye, I 
think you call it, fo inviting to a hungry French- 
man, that I have caught feveral in the very act 
of viewing me with an eye of extreme appetite, 
as I paffed; and as for their curs, or rather their 
wolves, (for by jingo they are more liker the one 
than t’other) whenever I fet eyes on one of ’em, 
Aha! your humble fervant Mr. fon of a bitch, I 
am upon my guard in an inftant. The doétor 
can teftify that their very horfes, or more pro- 
perly their live carrion that drew our chaife, ufed 
to reach back their long necks and fmell at us, 
as a couple of delicious morfels.”” ‘This fally of 
Mr. Pallet, which was received with a general 
Jaugh of approbation, would, in all probability, 
have ftifled the difpute in embrio, had not Mr. 
Jolter with a felf-applauding fimper, ironically 
complimented the ftrangers on their talking like 
true Englifhmen. The doctor affronted at the 
infinuation, told him with fome warmth, that he 
was miftaken in his conjecture, his affections and 
ideas being confined to no particular country ; for 
he confidered himfelf as a citizen of the world. 
He owned himfelf more attached to England than 
to any other kingdom, but this preference was 
the effect of reflexion, and not of prejudice ; be- 
caufe the Britifh conftitution approached nearer 
than any other, to that perfection of government, 
the democracy of Athens, which he hoped one 
day to fee revived: he mentioned the death of 
Charles the firft, and the expulfion of his fon, with 
raptures of applaufe, inveighed with great acri- 
mony againft the kingly name ; and in order to 
fanction his opinion, repeated forty or fifty lines 

from 
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from one ef the Philippicks of Demofthenes. Jol- 
ter hearing him fpeak fo difrefpectfully of the 
higher powers, glowed with indignation. He 
faid his doctrines were deteftable and deftructive 
of all right, order and fociety ; that monarchy 
was of divine inftitution, therefore indefeafible by 
any human power; and of confequence thofe 
events in the Englifh hiftory, which he had fo 
liberally commended, were no other than flagrant 
inftances of facrilege, perfidy, and fedition; 


_that the democracy of Athens was a moft abfurd 


‘conftitution, productive of anarchy and mifchief, 
which muft always happen when the government 
of a nation depends upon the caprice of the ig- 
norant hair-brained vulgar: that it was in the 
power of the moft profligate member of the com- 
mon-wealth, provided he was endowed with elo- 
quence, to ruin the moft deferving, by a defpe- 
rate exertion of his talents upon the populace, 
who had been often perfuaded to a& in the moft 
ungrateful and imprudent manner, againft the 
greateft patriots that their country had produced: 
and finally, he averred, that the liberal arts and 
{ciences had never flourifhed fo much in a repub- 
lick, as under the encouragement and protection 
of abfolute power; witnefs the Auguftan age, and 
the reign. of Lewis the fourteenth : nor was it to 
be fuppofed that genius and merit could ever be fo 
amply recompenfed by the individuals, or diftratted 
councils of a common-wealth, as by the genero- 
fity and magnificence of one, who had the whole 
treafures at his own command. | | 
Peregrine, who was pleafed to find the conteft 
grow warm, obferved that there feemed to be a 
good deal of truth in what Mr. Jolter advanced 5 
and the -painter, whofe opinion began to bebe a 
ooke 
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looked with a face of expe€tation at his friend, 
who modelling his features into an expreffion of 
exulting difdain, afked of his. antagonift, if he 
did not think that very power of rewarding me- 
rit, enabled an abfolute prince to indulge himfelf 
in the moft arbitrary licence over the lives and 
fortunes of his people? Before the governor had 
time to anfwer this queftion, Pallet broke forth 
into an exclamation of ‘ By the Lord! that is 
certainly fa&t, egad ! that was a home thruft, doc- 
tor.” When Mr. Jolter chaftifing this fhallow 
intruder with a contempt’ous look, affirmed that 
though fupreme power furnifhed a good prince 
with the means of exerting his virtues, it would 
not fupport a tyrant in the exercife of cruelty and 
oppreffion ; becaufe in all nations, the genius of 
the people muft be confulted by their governors, 
and the burthen proportioned to the fhoulders on 
which it is laid, ** Elfe, what follows ?’’ faid the 
phyfician, ‘* The confequence is plain, replied 
the governor, infurre€tion, revolt, and his own 
deftruction : for it is not to be fuppofed that the 
fubjects of any nation would be fo abje&t and pu- 
filanimous, as to neglect the means which heaven 
hath put in their power for their own preferva- 
tion.” ** Gadzooks! you’re in the-right, fir, 
cried Pallet, that I grant you mutft be confeffed : 
doctor, I’m afraid we have got into the wrong 
box.’’ This fon of Pzan, however, far from 
being of his friend’s opinion, obferved with an air 
of triumph, that he would not only demonftrate 
the fophiftry of the gentleman’s laft allegation, 
by argument and facts, but even confute him with 
his own words. Jolter’s eyes kindling at this 
pre{umptuous declaration, he told his antagoniit, 
while his lip quivered with refentment, that if his 
7 arguments 
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arguments were no better than his-breeding, he 
was fure he would make very few converts to 
his opinion ; and the doétor, with all the infolence 
of triumph, advifed him to beware of difputes for 
the future, until-he fhould have made himfelf 
more mafter of his fubject. 

Peregrine both wifhed and hoped to fee the dif- 
putants proceed to arguments of more weight and 
conviction ; and the painter dreading the fame 
iffie, interpofed with the ufual exclamation of 
*¢ For Gad’s fake, gentlemen !”” when the gover- 
nor rofe from table in great dudgeon, and left the 
room, muttering fome ejaculation, of which the 
word coxcomb only could be diftinétly heard. 
The phyfician being thus left mafter of the field 
of battle, was complimented on his victory by 
Peregrine, and fo elevated by his fuccefs, that 
he declaimed a full hour on the abfurdity of Jol- 
ter’s propofition, and the beauty of the demo- 
cratic adminiftration; canvaffed the whole fcheme 
of Plato’s republic, with many quotations from 
that ideal author; touching the ro xeaw? from 
thence he made a tranfition to the moral fenfe of 
Shaftfbury, and concluded his harangue with the 
greateft part of that frothy writer’s rhapfody, 
which he repeated with all the violence of enthu- 
fiaftic agitation; to the unfpeakable fatisfaQion of 
his entertainer, and the unutterable admiration 
of Pallet, who looked upon him as fomething 
fupernatural and divine. So intoxicated was this 
vain young man with the ironical praifes of 
Pickle, that he forthwith (hook off all referve, and 
having profefled a friendthip for our hero, whofe 
tafte and learning he did not fail to extol, inti- 
mated in plain terms, that he was the only perfon 
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in thefe latter ages, who profeffed that fublime 
genius, that portion of the divinity or. 7 Oe0, 
which immortalized the Grecian poets ; that as 
Pythagoras affirmed the fpirit of Euphorbus had 
tran{migrated into his body, he, the doctor, was 
Strangely pofleffed with the opinion that he him- 
felf was infpired by the foul of Pindar; becaufe, 
making allowance for the difference of languages, 
in which they wrote, there was a furprifing affi- 
nity between his own works and thofe of that cele- 
brated Theban; and asa confirmation of this truth, 
he immediately produced a fample of each, which 
‘though in fpirit and verfification, as different as 
the Odes of Horace and our prefent laureat, Pe- 
regrine did not fcruple to pronounce altogether 
congenial ; notwithftanding the violence he by 
this fentence offered to his own confcjence, and a 
certain alarm of his pride, that was weak enough 
to be difturbed by the phyfician’s ridiculous va- 
nity and prefumption, which not contented with 
difplaying his importance in the world of tafte and 
polite literature, manifefted itfelf in arrogating 
certain material difcoveries in the province of phy- 
‘fick, which could not fail to advance him to the 
—higheft pinnacle of that profeffion, confidering 
the recommendation of his other talents, together 
with a liberal fortune which he inherited from his 
father. . 
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_CHAP. XLVIIIL. 


The doctor prepares an entertainment in the manner 
of the ancients, which 1s attended with divers 
ridiculous circumftances. 


N a word, our young gentleman, by his ine 

‘finuating behaviour, obtained the full confi- © 
dence of the doétor, who invited him to an en- 
tertainment, which he intended to prepare in the 
manner of the ancients. Pickle, ftruck with 
this idea, eagerly embraced the propofal, which 
he honoured with many encomiums, as a plan 
in all refpeéts worthy of his genius and appre- 
henfion ; and the day was appointed at fome di- 
ftance of time, that the treater might have lei-- 
fure to compofe certain pickles and confections 
which were not to be found among the culinary 
preparations of thefe degenerate days. 

“With a view of rendering the phyfician’s tafte 
more con{picuous, and extracting from it the 
more diverfion, Peregrine propofed that fome fo- 
reigners fhould partake of the banquet ; and the 
tafk being left to his care and difcretton, he ac- 
tually befpoke the company of a French marquis, 
an Italian count and a German baron, whom he 
knew to be egregious coxcombs, and therefore 
more likely to enhance the joy of the entertain- 
ment. 

Accordingly, the hour being arrived, he con- 
ducted them to the hotel where the phyfician 
lodged, after having regaled their expeCtations with 
an elegant meal in the genuine old Roman tafte ; 
and they were received by Mr. Pallet, who did 
the honours of the houfe, while his friend fuper- 
| Biz intended 
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sntended the rotiffeur below. By this communi- 
cative painter, the guefts underftood that the doctor 
had met with numerous difficulties inthe execution 
of hisdefign; that no fewer than five cooks hadbeen 
difmiffed, becaufe they could not prevail upon 
their own confciences to obey his directions in 
things that were contrary to the prefent practice 
of their art; and that although he had at laft en- 
gaged a perfon, by an extraordinary premium, 
to comply with his orders, the fellow was fo 
aftonithed, mortified and incenfed at the com- 
mands he had received, that his hair ftood on 
end, and he begged on his knees, to be releafed 
from the agreement he had made: but finding 
that his employer infifted upon the performance 
of his contract, and threatened to introduce him . 
«o the commifluire, if he fhould finch from the 
bargain, he had, in the difcharge of his office, 
wept, fung, curfed and capered for two whole 
hours without intermiffion ; fo that his brain 
feemed to have received a rude fhock, and, in 
all probability, he would never be his own man 
again. 

While the company liftened to this odd infor- 
mation, by which they were prepoffeffed with 
ftrange notions of the dinner, their ears were 
invaded by a piteous voice that exclaimed in 
French, ‘* For the love of God! dear Sir! for 
the paffion of Jefus Chrift{ fpare me the morti- 
fication of the honey and oil!’”’ But this pa- 
thetic fupplication nae no effeét upon the 
phyfician, who in all likclihood poured in, with 
his own hand, the fiuce againft which the cook 
had objected, the fame voice was heard to utter 
a fort of yell, which was followed by a ftring of 
execrations in the French language, that gra- 

dually 
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dually died away, as if the fwearer had been for- 
cibly conveyed into a more diffant apartment. 
Their ears ftill vibrated withthe found, when 
the doctor entering, was by Peregrine made ac- 
quainted with the ttrangers, to whom he, inthe 
tranfports of his wrath, could not help of com- 
pluining of the want of complaifance he had found 
in the Parifian vulgar, by which his pian had 


been almoft entirely ruined and fet afide. The 
French marquis, who thought the honour of his 


nation was concerned at this declaration, pro- 
feffed his forrow for what had happened, fo con- 
trary to the eftablifhed character of the people, 
and undertook to fee the delinquents feverely pu- 
nifhed, provided he could be informed of their 
names or places of abode. “Che mutual compli- 


‘ments that paffed on this occafion were fcarce 


finifhed, when a fervant coming into the room, 


‘announced dinner; and the entertainer led the 


Way into another apartment, where they found 
a long table, or rather two boards joined toge- 
ther, and furntthed with a variety of dithes, the 
fteams of which had fuch evident effect upon the 


nerves of the comp:ny, that the marq:is made 


frightful grimaces, under pretence of taking fouff ; 


the [talian’s eyes watered, the German’s  vifage 


underwent violent diftortion of features; our hero: 
found means to exclude the odour from his fenfe 
of fmelling. by breathing only through his mouth ; 
and the poor painter rusning into ano'her room, 
plugged his noftrils with tobacco. “The dodtor 


— himtelf, who was the only perfon then prefent 


whofe orzans were not cifcomputed, pointing to 
a couple of couches placed on each fide of the 
table, told his guefts, that he was forry he could 
ios procure the exact triclinta of the ancients, 
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which were fomewhat different from thefe con- 
veniencies, and defired they would have the good- 
nefs to repofe themfelves without ceremony, each 
in his refpective couchette, while he and his 
friend Mr. Pallet would place themfelves upright 
at the ends, that they might have the pleafure of 
ferving thofe that lay along. This difpofition, 
of which the ftrangers had no previous idea, dif- 
concerted and perplexed them in a moft ridicu- 
Jous manner ; the marquis and baron ftood bow- 
ing to each other, on pretence of difputing the 
lower feat, but in reality with a view of profiting 
by the example of one another, for neither of 
them underftood the manner in which they were 
to loll; and Peregrine, who enjoyed their confu- 
fion, handed the count to the other fide, where, 
with the moft mifchievous politenefs, he infifted 
upon his taking poffeffion of the upper place. 

In this difagreeable and ludicrous fufpence they 
contimeed acting a pantomime of etticulstions; 
until the doctor earneftly intreated them to wave 
all compl'ment and form, left the dinner fhould 
be. fpoiled before the ceremonial could be ad- 
jufted. Thus conjured, Peregrine took the lower 
ccuch; on the left-hand fide, laying himfelf gently 
down, with his face towards the table. The 
marquis, in tmitation of this pattern (though he 
would have much rather fafted three days than 
run the rifk of difcompofing his drefs by fuch an 
attitude) ftretched himfelf upon the oppofite place, 
Feclintng upon his elbow in a moft painful and 
aukward fityation,. with his head raifed above the 
end of the couch, that the ceconomy of his hair 
might not fuffer by the projection of his body. 
T he Italian being a thin, limber creature,. planted 
bimielf next to Pickle, without fuftaining any 

mif- 
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‘misfortune, but that of his ftocking being torn 
by a ragged nail of the feat, as he raifed his legs 
on a level with the reft of his limbs. But the 
baron, who was neither fo wieldy nor fupple in 
his joints as his companions, flounced himfelf 
down with fuch precipitation, that his feet fud- 
denly tilting up, came in furious contact with: 
the head of the marquis, and demolifhed every 
curl in a twinkling, while his own fkull, at the 
fame inftant, defcended upon the fide of his couch 
with fuch violence, that his periwig was ftruck 
off, and the whole room filled with pulvilio. 

The drollery of diftrefs that attended this dif- 
after entirely vanquifhed the affected gravity of 
our young gentleman, who was obliged to fup- 

refs his laughter by cramming his handkerchief 
his mouth ; for the bare-headed German afked 
pardon with fuch ridiculous confufion, and the 
marquis admitted his apology with fuch rueful 
complaifance, as were fufficient to awake the 

‘mirth of a quietift, whofe infenfibility was not 
utterly extinguifhed. 7 

This misfortune being repaired as well 2s the 
circumftances of the occafion would permit, and 

‘every one fettled according to the arrangement 
already defcribed, the doctor gracioufly under- 

“took to give fome account of the difhes as they 
occurred, that the company might be direCed in 
their choice; and with an air of infinite {fatif- 
faction thus began: ** This here, gentlemen, is. 
a boiled goofe, ferved up in a fauce compofed of 
pepper, lovage, coriander, mint, rue, anchovies 
and oil; I wifh for your fakes, gentlemen, it 
was one of the geefe of Ferrara, fo much cele- 
brated among the ancients for the magnitude of 
their livers, one of which is faid to have weighed 
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upwards of two pounds: with this food, exquifite 
as it was, did the tyrant Heliogabalus regale his 
hounds. But I beg pardon, I had almoft forgot 
the foup, which I hear is fo neceflary an article 
at all tables in France. At each end there 
are difhes of the falacacabia of the Romans, one 
is made of parfley, pennyroyal, cheefe, pine- 
tops, honey, vinegar, brine, eggs, cucumbers, 
onions and hen livers; the other is much the 
fame as the foup-maigre of this country. “Then 
there is a loin of veal boiled with fennel and ca- 
raway-feed, on a pottage compofed of pickle, 
oi], honey and flour, and a curious hachis of the 
Fights, liver and blood of an hare, together with 
a difh of roafted pigeons. Monfieur le baron, 
. .fhall I help you toa plate of this foup?”” The 
German, who did not at all difapprove of the in- 
gredients, affented to the propofal, and feemed 
to relifh the compofition ; while the marquis, be- 
ing afked by the painter which of the filly- 
kickabys he chofe, was in confequence of his de- 
fire accommodated with a portion of the foup 
maigre; and the count, in lieu of fpoon-meat, of 
which he faid he was no great admirer, fupplied 
himfelf with a pigeon, therein conforming to 
the choice of our young gentleman, whofe ex- 
ample he determined to follow through the whole 
courfe of the entertainment. 

The Frenchman having fwallowed the firft 
fpoonful, made a full paufe, his throat fwelled, 
as if an egg had ftuck in his gullet, his eyes 
rolled, and his mouth underwent a feries of in- 
voluntary contractions and dilatations. Pallet, 
’ who looked ftedfaftly at this connoiffeur, with a 
view of confulting his tafte, before he himfelf 
would venture upon the foup, began to be di- 
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‘flarbed ‘at thefe emotions, and obferved with 
‘fonte concern, that the poor gentleman feemed to 
‘be going into 4 fit; when Peregrine affured him 
‘that thefe were fymptoms of extafy, and for fur- 
‘ther confirmation, afked the marquis how he 
‘found the foup. It was with infinite difficulty 
that his complaifancé could fo far mafter his dif- 
-guft, as to enable him to anfwer, ** Altogether 
‘excellent, upon my. honour!”’ And the painter 


being certifted of his approbation, lifted the fpoon. 
to his mouth without fcruple; but, far from 


juftifying the elogium of his tafter, when this: 


precious compofition diffufed itfelf upon his pa- 
late, he feemed to be deprived of all fenfe and 
motion, and fat like the leaden ftatue of fome 
river god, with the liquor flowing out at botlt 
fides of his mouth. 

‘Vhe doctor, alarmed at this indecent phono 
menon, earneflly inquired. into the caufe of it ; 
and when Pallet recovered his reco!lecétion, and: 
fwore that he would rather {wallow porridge made 
of burning brimftone, than fuch an infernal mefs 
as that which he had tafted,. the phyfician, in his: 
ewn vindication, aflured-the company, that, ex-- 
cept the ufual ingredients, he had mixed nothing: 
in the foup but fome fal armoniac inftead of the 
ancient nitrum, which could not now be pro- 
cured ; and appealed to the marquis, whether’ 
fuch a fuccedaneum was not an improvement on 
the whole. ‘The unfortunate petit maitre, dri- 
ven to the extremity of his condefcenfion, ac-. 
knowledged it to be a mafterly refinement 5: and* 
deeming “himfelf obliged, in point of honour, to: 
evince his fentiments by his practice, forced a 
few more mouthfuls of this difazgreeable potion 
down his throat, til: his ftomach was fo much: 
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offended, that he was compelled to ftart up of 2 
fudden, and’.in the hurry of his elevation over- 
turned .his plate into’ the bofom of the baron. 
The emergency of his occafions would not ‘per- 
mit him to ftay and make apologies for this abrupt 
behaviour, fo that he flew into another apart- 
ment, where Pickle found him puking, and 
croffing himfelf with great.devotion; and a chair, 
at his defire, being brought to the door, he flipt 
into it‘more dead than alive, conjuring his friend. 
Pickle to make his peace with the company, and 
_in particular.excufe him to the baron, on accoun¢ 
of the violent ft of illnef. with which he had 
been feized. It was not without reafon that he 
employed a mediator; for. when our hero re- 
turned to the dining-room, -the German got ups 
and was under the hands of: hisown lacqueys © 
who wiped the preafe from a rich. embroidered 
waiftcoat, while he, almoft frantic with. his mif- 
fortune, ftamped upon the ground, and in High 
Dutch curfed the unlucky banquet, and-the im- 
pertinent entertainer, who all this time, with 
great deliberation, confoled him for the difafter, 
by affuring him, that the damage might be re~ 
paired with fome oil of turpentine and an hot 
iron. Peregrine, who could fcarce refrain from 
laughing in his face, appeafed his indignation, 
by telling him how much the whole company, 
and efpecially the marquis, was mortified at the 
accident ; and the unhappy falacacabia being re~. 
moved, the places were filled with two pies,- 
ene of dormice liquored with fyrup of white pop~ 
pies, which the doctor had fubftituted in the room 
of toafted poppy-feed, formerly eaten with ho- 
ney, as a defert; and the other compofed of an 
hock af pork baked in honey. 
Pallet 
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‘Pallet hearing the firft of thefe difhies defcribed, 
lifted up his hands and eyes, and with figns ‘of 
Toathing and amazement pronouriced, oh pye 
made of dormice and fyrup of poppies; Chrift 
in heaven! what beaftly fellows thefe Romans 
were!” His friend checked him for ‘his irre- 
verent exclamation with a fevere look, and re- 
aia the veal, of which he himfelf chear- 
fully ate, with fuch encomiums to the company, 
that the baron refolved to imitate his example, 
after having called for a bumper of Burgundy, 
which the phyfician, for his fake, withed to have 
been the true wine of Falernum. The painter: 
feeing nothing elfe upon the table which he would 
- venture to touch, made a merit of neceffity, and 
had recourfe to the veal alfo; although he could 
not help faying, that he would not give one flice of 
the roaft beef of old England for all the dainties of 
a Roman emperor’s table. But all the do@or’s in- 
vitations and affurances could not prevail upon his 
guefts to honour the hachis and the goofe; and 
that courfe was fucceeded by another, in which 
he told them were divers of thofe difhes, which 
among the antients had obtained the appellation 
of politeles, or magnificent. ** That which {moaks. 
in the middle (faid he) is a fow’s ftomach, filled 
with a compofition of minced pork, hog’s brains, 
eggs, pepper, cloves, garlick, annifeed, rue, gin-. 
ger, oil, wine and pickle. On the right hand 
fide are the teats and belly of a fow, juft far- 
rowed, fried with {weet wine, oil, flour, lovage: 
and pepper. On the left is a fricaflee of fnails, 
fed, or rather purged with milk. At that end 
next Mr. Pallet are fritters of pompions, lovage,. 


origanum and oil; and here are a couple of pul- 
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Jets, roafled and ftuffed in the manner of Api- 
clus. 
The painter, who had by wry faces, te- 
{tify’d his abhorrence of the fow’s ftomach, 
which he compared to a bagpipe, and the fnails 
which had undergone purgation, no fooner heard 
him mention the roafted pullets, than he eagerly 
follicited a wing of the fowl; upon which the 
doctor defired he would take the trouble of cut- 
ting them up, and accordingly fent them round, 
“while Mr. Pallet tucked the table-cloth under 
his chin, and brandifhed his knife and fork with 
fingular addrefs: but fcarce were they fet down 
before him, when the tears ran down his cheeks, 
_and he called aloud, in manifeftdiforder, ‘* Z—ds! 
this is the effence of a whole bed of garlic!” 
That he might not, however, difappoint or dif- 
grace the entertainer, he applied his inftruments 
to one of the birds, and when he opened up the 
cavity, was affaulted by fuch an irruption of in- 
tolerable fmells, that without ftaying to difen- 


gage himfelf from the cloth, he fprung away, | 


with an.exclamation of, ** Lord Jefus!”’ and 
involved the whole table in havock, ruin and 
confufion. . | 
Before Pickle could accompl.fh his efcape, he 
was fauced with the fyrup. of the dormoufe pye, 
which went to pieces in the general wreck ; and 
as for the Italian count, he was overwhelmed by 
the fow’s ftomach, which burfting in the fall, 
difcharged its contents upon his leg and thigh, 
and fcatded him fo miferably, that he fhricked 
with anguifh, and grinned with a moft ghaftly 
and horrible afpe@. 
The baron, who fat fecure without the vortex 
of this tumult, was not at all difpleafed at. féeing 
| his. 
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his companions involved in fuch a calamity as 
that which he had already fhared ; but the doctor 
was confounded with fhameand vexation. After 
having prefcribed an application of oil to the 
count’s leg, he expreffed his forrow for the mif- 
adventure, which he openly afcribed to want 
of tafte and prudence in the painter, who did not 
think proper to return, and make an apology in 


_perfon ; and protefted, that there was nothing in 
the fowls which could give offence to a fenfible 


nofe, the ftuffing being a mixture of pepper, 
lovage and affa foetida, and the fauce confifting 


of wine and herring-pickle, which he had ufed 


inftead of the celebrated garum of the Romans; 
that famous pickle having been prepared fome- 
times of the fcombri, which were a fort of tunny 
fifh, and fometimes of the filurus, or thad-fith : 


nay, he obferved that there was a third kind, 
‘called garum hamation, made of the guts, gilis 


and blood of the thynnus. 

The phyfician, finding it would be impra&i- 
cable to re-eftablifh the order of the banquet, by 
prefenting again the difhes which had been dif- 
compofed, ordered every thing to be removed, a 
clean cloth to be laid, and the defert to be 
brought in. 

Mean while, he regretted his incapacity to 
give them a {pecimen of the alicus, or fifth meals 
of the ancients, fuch as the jus diabaton, the 
conger-eel, which in Galen’s opinion is hard of 
digeition, the cornuta, or gurnard, dcfcribed by 
Pliny in his Natural Hiftory, who fays, the horns 
of many of them were a foot and a half in 
length; the mullet and lamprey, that were in 
the higheft eflimation of old, of which laft Julius 


Cefar borrowed fix thoufand for one triumphal 
; fupper. 
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fupper. ‘-He obferved,-that the manner of dref- 
fing them. was defcribed by Horace, in the at- 
‘count he gives of the entertainment to which 
‘Maecenas was invited by the epicure Nafiede- 
‘nus : 


Affertur fquillas inter Murena natantes, Ge. 


And told them, that they were commonly eaten 
with the rhus fyriacum, a certain anodyne arid 
aftringent feed, which qualified the purgative na- 
ture of the fifth. Finally, this learned phyfician 
gave them to underftand, that though this was. 
eckoned a luxurious difh in the zenith of tHe 
Roman tafte, it was by no means comparable, in 
point of expence, to fome preparations in vogue 
about the time of that abfurd voluptuary Helio- 
gabalus, who ordered the brains of fix hundred 
oftriches to be compounded in one mefs. 

By this time the defert appeared, and the com- 
pany were not a little rejoiced to fee plain olives. 
in falt and water: but what the mafter of the 
’ feaft valued himfelf upon, was a fort of jelly, 
which he affirmed to be preferable to the hypo- 
trimma of Hefychius, being a mixture of vine- 
gar, pickle and honey, boiled to a proper con- 
filtence, and candied afla foetida, which he af- 
ferted, in contradiction to Humelbergius and 
Lifter, was no other than the lafer fyriacum, fo 
precious, as to be fold among the ancients to the 
weight of a filver penny. ‘The gentlemen took 
his word for the excellency of this gum, but con- 
tented themfelves with the olives, which gave 
fuch an agreeable relifh to the wine, that they 
feemed very well difpofed to confole themfelves. 
for the difgraces they had endured ; and Pickle,, 
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unwilling to lofe the leaft circumftance of enter- 
tainment that could be enjoyed in their company, 
went in queft of the painter, who remained in 
his penitentials in another apartment, and could. 
not be perfuaded to re-enter the banqueting- 
. room, until Peregrine undertook to procure his 
pardon from thofe whom he had injured. Having 
affured him of this indulgence, our young gen- 
tleman Jed him in like a criminal, bowing on 
all hands with an air of humility and contrition ; 
and particularly addreffing himfelf to the count, 
to whom he fwore in Englifh, as God was his 
faviour, he had no intent to affront man, wo- 
man, or child ;~but was fain to make the beft: 
of his way, that he might not give the honour- 
able company caufe of offence, by obeying the 
di€tates of nature in their prefence. 
When Pickle interpreted this apology to the. 
Italian, Pallet was forgiven in very polite terms, 
and even received into favour by his friend the 
doctor, in confequence of our hero’s interceffion : 
fo that all the guefts forgot their chagrin, and 
paid their refpe€is fo pioufly to the bottle, that 
in a fhort time the Champaigne produced very 
evident effects in the behaviour of all prefent. 


CHAP. 
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| CHAP. XLIX. 
“The Italian marquis ‘and ‘German baron are dz{- 
graced; the painter is perfuaded to accompany 
Pickle to @ mafquerade in woman’s apparel ; is 


engaged in a troublefome adventure,.and with 
bis companion conveyed to the Battile. 


2 HE painter, at the requeft of Pickle, who 

had a defign: upon the count’s fenfe of 
hearing, favoured the company with the fong of 
“Bumper Squire Fones, which yielded infinite fatif- 
faGtion to the baron; but affected the delicate 
ears of the Italian in fuch a manner, that his 
features exprefled aftonifhment and difquiet ; and 
by his fudden and repeated journeys to the door, 
it plainly appeared, that he was in the fame pre- 
dicament with thofe who, as Shakefpear obferves, 
when the bagpipe fings in the nofe, cannot con- 
tain their urine for affection. 

With a view, therefore, of vindicating mufic 
from fuch a barbarous tafte, Mr. Pallet had no 
fooner performed his tafk, than the: count ho- 
noured his friends with fome favourite airs.of h:s 
own country, which he warbled with infinite 
grace and expreffion, though they had not energy 
fufficient to engave the attention of the German, 
who fell faft afleep upon his couch, and fnored fo. 
Joud, as to interrupt, and totally annul this rae 
vifhing entertainment; fo that they were fain to 
have recoirfe again to the gh:fs, which made 
fuch innovation upon the brain of the phyfician, 
that he {ung divers odes of Anacreon to a tune 
of his own compofing, and held forth upon the 
mufic and recitative of the ancients with great 

Cikir. 
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erudition ; while Pallet, having found means to 


-make the Italian acquainted with the nature of 


his profeffion, harangued upon painting with 
wonderful volubility, in a language which (it was 
well for his own credit) the ftranger did not un- 
derftand. | 

At length the doctor was feized with fuch a 
qualm, that he begged.Peregrine to lead him to 
his chamber; and the count, tired with the 
eternal babble of the painter, reeled towards the 
fleeping baron, whom he viewed with rapture, 
repeating from the // Pa/for Fido of ae 


Come affetato infermo 

Che bramo lungamenté 

Ll vietato licor— 

—Tal Io! gran tempo infermo, 
E @amarofa fete arfo, e confunto. 


Then boldly ravithed a kifs, and began to tickle 
him under the ribs, with fuch expreffions of ten- 
dernefs, as fcandalized the virtuous painter, who, 
confcious of his own attractions, was alarmed 
for his perfon, and ftaggered in great hurry and 
difcompofure into the next room, where he put 
himfelf under the protection of our hero, to 
whom he imparted his fufpicion of the count’s 
morals, by defcribing the indecency of his de- 
portment. 

Peregrine, who entertained a juft deteftation 
for all fuch abominable pra@tices, was incenfed at 
this information; and ftepping to the door of the 
dining room where the two ftrangers were left 
together, faw with his own eyes enough to con- 
vince him, that Pallet’s complaint was not with- 
out foundation, and that the baron was not averfe 

ooh to 
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to the addreffes of the count. Our young gen- 
tleman’s indignation had well nigh prompted him 
to rufh in, and take immediate vengeance on the 
offenders; but, confidering that fuch a precipi- 
tate ftep might be attended with troublefome 
confequences to himfelf, he refifted the impulfe 
of his wrath, and tafked his invention with fome 
method of inflicting upon them a difgrace fuited 
to the groffnefs of their ideas. After having re- 
volved fundry fchemes of punifhment, and even 
confulted Mr. Pipes, who being prefent at the 
difcovery, undertook to few them up in bags, 
with a reafonable quantity of ballaft in each, and 
throw them over the Pont Neuf into the river ; 
his imagination could not fupply him with an ex- 
pedient to his liking, and he was at a lofs how - 
to behave, when the landlady of the houfe,whom 
he knew to be a dame of remarkable vivacity, 
chancing to pafs, furnifhed him with a hint, .of 
which he immediately took the advantage, by 
begging fhe would do him the favour to ftep into 
the next room, and tell the gentlemen, that he 
would be with them as foon as the doctor could 
be put to bed. . 
he lady very gracioufly undertook the office, 
and entering the apartment, was fo much of- 
fended and enraged at the mutual endearments of 
the two lovers, that inftead of delivering the 
meflage with which fhe had been entrufted, fhe 
fet the trumpet of reproach to her mouth, and 
feizing the baron’s cane, which fhe found upon 
the fide-table, belaboured them both with fuch 
eagernefs of animofity, that they found them- 
felves obliged to make a very diforderly retreat, 
and were a@ually driven down ftairs, in a moft 
difgtaceful condition, by this exafperated virago, 
who 
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who loaded them with juft invectives all the ways 
publifhing their fhame, not only to thofe of her 
own family, but likewife to the populace, who 
began to crowd about the door, and in all pro- 
bability would have efpoufed her revenge, had not 
their lacqueys, who were in waiting, conveyed 
the delinquents into the Remife, and carried them 
off with great expedition. 

Peregrine was fo delighted with the manner of 
the chaftifement they had undergone, that he 
embraced the miftrefs of the hotel with tranfpost, 
for the fpirit fhe had exerted ; and being rendered 
frolickfome with the wine he had drank, pro- 
pofed that he and Pallet fhould go to a mafquerade,y 
which he recolle&ted was to be given that night. 
The painter did not want curiofity and inclina- 


' tion to accompany him, but expreffed his appre- 


henfion of lofing him in the ball; an accident 
which could not fail to be very difagreeable, as 
he was an utter ftranger to the language and the 
town. To obviate this obje&tion, the landlady, 
who was of their council, advifed him to appear 
in a woman’s drefs, which would lay his com- 
panion under the neceflity of attending him with 


‘more care, as he could not with decency detach 


himfelf from the lady whom he fhould intro- 
duce: befides, fuch a fuppofed connexion would 
hinder the ladies of pleafure from accofting, and 
-employing their feducing arts upon a perfon al- 
“ready engaged. 

Our young gentleman, forefeeing abundance 
.Of diverfion in the execution of this proje&, fe- 
conded the propofa] with fuch importunity and 
addrefs, that the painter allowed himfelf to be 
habited in a fuit belonging to the landlady, who 
alfo procured for him a mafk and domino, whit 

ic 
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can'tye?” But, what moft of all contributed 
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Pickle provided himfelf with a Spanifh drefs. In 
this difguife, which they put on about eleven 
o'clock, did ther, attended by Pipes, fet out in 
a Fiacre for the ball-room, into which Pickle led 
this fuppofititious female, to the aftonithment of 
the whole company, who had never feen fuch an 
uncouth figure in the appearance of a woman. 

After they had taken a view of all the re- 
markable mafgues, and the. painter had been 
treated with a glafs of liqueur, his mifchievous 
companion gave him the flip, and vanifhing in 
an inftant, returned with another mafk and ados 
mino over his habit, that he might enjoy Pallet’s 
perplexity, and be at hand to pro:ect him from 
intule. 

The poor painter having loft his guide, was 


—almoft diftraéted with anxiety, and ttaiked about 


the room, in quett of him, with fuch huge ftrides 


_and oddity of gefture, that he was followed by 
_a whole multitude, who gazed at him as a pre- 


ternatural phancmenon. ‘This attendance in- 


‘ creafed his uneafinefs to fuch a degrve, that he 
-could not help uttering a folilcquy aloud, tm 


which he curfed his fate for having depended up- 
on the promife of fuch a wag; and f{wore, that 
if once he was clear of this fcrape, he would 
not bring himfelf into fuch a premunire again 
for the whole kingdom of France. 

Divers petit maitres underitanding the mafque 
was a foreigner, who in all probability could not 
fpeak French, made up to him in their turns, in 
order to difplay their wit and addrefs, and teized 
him with feveral arch queftions; to which he 
made no other anfwer than, ** No parly Francy. 
Damn your chattering !_ Go about your bufinefs, 


to 
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to his torture and mortification, was a preffing 
call from nature, in confequence of the Cham- 
paign he had fo liberally twallowed in the after- | 
noon. In the character of a woman, he neither 
knew whither to retire, nor, had he known, 
durft he run the rifk of being difcovered, in fucha 
fituation, by the individuals of that fex; and if 
he fhould ufe the privilege of a man, in his pre- 
fent appearance, he forefaw that he muft fubje 
himfelf to the ridicule of the whole: company ; 
fo that he was obliged to fuffer the molt racking 
pangs of retention, and courfed rownd and round 
the whole place, cafting many a woeful look 
among the crowd in fearch of Pickle, againft 
whom he uttered innumerable execrations. At 
length, however, he was compelled to yield to 
the urgent dictates of neceffity, and following fe- 
veral gentlemen into a {mall adjoining room fur- 
nifhed for the occafion, difcharged the fource of 
his vexation in prefence of them all, crying in 
his own excufe, ‘* By your leave, by your Jeave. 
Egad! neceffity has no law.’ The circum- 
ftances of this operation were fo extraordinary 
and ridiculous, that fome of thofe who were wit- 
nefles of it, held up their hands in token of 
amazement ; while others ran into the ball- 
room, and called their companions to ic fuch 
an unheard-of fpedctacle. 

Among the mafques that, upon this intima- 
tion, came to fee the painter’s attitude, was a 
perfon of great quality, who being a little ac- 
quainted with the Englith language, waited till 
Pallet turned about; and going up to him, 
“© Madam, (faid he) 1 give you joy of your 
happy pifle. It me feem, dat your vatere com. 
vidout grand pain,” ** Yes, thank God, Mon- 


‘fieurs 
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fieur, (replied the painter) I never was troubled 
with the ftone.’” ‘* Oho! (refumed the mafque) 
fo-much de bettre. You love to ave de ftone 
vidout trouble, if I not miftake.” ‘* Gad- 
zooks! my dear, you have nicked it to an hair ! 
That is the very cafe, as I hope to be faved,” 
cried Pallet, burfting into a violent fit of laugh- 
ter; which divefting the Frenchman of all cere- 
mony and referve, he began to be very free. with 
the fuppofed lady, and attempted to plunge his 
hand into her bofom: but the painter was too 
modeft to fuffer fuch indecent treatment; and 
when the gallant repeated his efforts-in a manner 
{till more indelicate, lent him fuch a box on the 
ear,-as-made the lights dance before him, and 
created: fuch a fufpicion of Pallet’s fex, that the 
nobleman fwore he was either a male or her- 
maphrodite, and infifted upon a fcrutiny, for the | 
fake of his own honour, with fuch obftinacy of 
refentment, that the fictitious nymph was in im- 
minent danger, not only of being expofed, but 
alfo of undergoing fevere chaftifement, for having 
made fo free with the prince’s ear; when Pere- 
grine, who faw and over-heard every thing that 
pafled, thought it was high time to interpofe ; 
and accordingly, afferted his pretenfions to the 
infulted lady, who was overjoyed at this proof 
of his protection. | 

The affronted gallant perfevered in demanding 
to: know who fhe was, and our hero as f{trenuoufly 
refufed to give him that fatisfaction : fo that high 
words enfued ; and the prince threatening to pu- 
nifh his infolence, the young gentleman, who 
was not fuppofed to know his quality, pointed 
tothe place where his own fword ufed to hang,. 
and {napping his fingers in his face, Jaid hold cn 
: / the 
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the. painter’s arm, and led him to another: part pf - 
the room, leaving his antagonift to the..medita- 
tions of his own revenge. 
Pallet having chid his conduétor for his bar 
barous defertion, made him acquainted with the 


- difficulty in which he had been involved, and 


flatly telling him, he would not put it in his 
power to give him the flip again, held faft by his 
arm during the remaining part of the entertain- 
ment, to the no {mall diverfion of the company, 
whofe attention was altogether engroffed in the 
contemplation of fuch an aukward, ungainly 
{talking apparition. At laft, Pickle being tired 
of exhibiting this rareefhew, complied with the 
repeated defires of his companion, and handed 
her into the coach; which he himfelf had no 
fooner entered, than they were furrounded by a 
file of mufqueteers, commanded by. an exempt, 
who ordering the coach-door to be opened, took 
his place with great deliberation, while one of his 
detachment mounted the box, in order to direct 
the driver. 
Peregrine at once conceived the meaning of 
this arreft, and it was well for him that he had.no 
weapon wherewith to ftand upon his defence ; 
for fuch was the impetuofity and rafhnefs of his 
temper, that had he been armed, he would have 
run all rifks rather than furrender himfelf to any 
odds whatever; but Pallet imagining that the of- 
ficer was fome gentleman who had miftaken their 
carriage for his own, defired his friend to unde 
ceive the ftranger; and when he was informed of 
the real ftate of their condition, his knees began 
to fhake, his teeth to chatter, and he uttered a 
moft .doleful lamentation, importing his fear of 


being carried.to fome hideous dungeon of ari 
LiC, 
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ftile, where he fhould fpend the reft of his days 
in mifery and horror, and never fee the light of 
God’s fun, nor the face of a friend; but perifh 
in a foreign land, far removed from his family and 
connexions. Pickle damned him for his pufila- 
nimity, and the Exempt hearing a lady bemoan — 
herfelf fo piteoufly, exprefled his mortification at 
being the inftrument of giving her fuch pain, and 
endeavoured to-confole them, by reprefenting the - 
lenity of the French government, and the fingular 
generofity of the prince, by whofe order they 

were apprehended. | 
Peregrine, whofe difcretion feemed to forfake 
him on all fuch occafions, exclaimed with great 
bitternefs againft the arbitrary adminiftration of 
France, and inveighed with many expreffions of » 
‘contempt, againft the character of the offended — 
prince, whofe refentment, far from being noble, 
he-faid, was pitiful, ungenerous and unjuft. ‘To 
this.remonftrance the officer made no reply, but 
fhrugged up his fhoulders in filent aftonifhment at 
the hardieffe of the prifoner, and the Fiacre was 
juft on the point of fetting out, when they heard 
the noife of a fcuffle at the back of the coach, 
and the voice of Tom Pipes, pronouncing ‘* I'll 
be damn’d if Ido.” This trufty attendant had 
been defired by one of the guard to defcend from 
his ftation in the rear, but as he refolved to fhare 
his mafter’s fate, he took no notice of their in- 
treaties, until they were feconded by forces; and 
that he endeavoured to repel with his heel, which 
he applied with fuch energy to the jaws of the 
foldier who firft came in conta& with him, that 
they emitted a crathing found like a dried walnut 
between the grinders of a templar in the pit. Ex- 
afperated at this outrage, the other faluted Tom’s 
3 pofteriors 
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pofteriors with his bayonet, which incommoded 
him fo much, that he could no longer keep his 


- poft, but leaping upon the ground, gave his an- 


tagonift a chuck under the chin, that laid him 
upon his back, and then fkipping over him with 
infinite agility, abfconded among the crowd of 
coaches, till he faw the guard mount before and 
behind upon his mafter’s Fiacre, which no fooner 
fet forward than he followed at a {mall diftance, 
to reconnoitre the place where Peregrine fhould 
be confined. - 

After having proceeded flowly through many 
windings and turnings toa part of Paris, in which: 
Pipes was an utter ftranger, the coach ftopped at 
a great gate, with a wicket in the middle, which 


being opened at the approach of the Carriage, the 


prifoners were admitted, and the guard returning 
with the Fiacre, Tom determined to watch in 
that place all night, that in the morning he might 
make fuch obfervations, as might be conducive te 
the enlargement of his matter. | 


CHAP. L. 


By the fidelity of Pipes, Jolter is informed of bis 
pupils fate. Confers with the phyfician. Applies 
to the Embaffador, who with great difficulty ob- 


tains the difcharge of the prifoners, on certain con- 
ditions, . ‘ 


T HIS plan he executed notwithftanding the 


pain of his wound, and the queftions of 

the city guard both horfe and foot, to which he 
could make no other anfwer than ¢¢ Anglois, An- 
glots 3” and as foon as it was light, taking an ac- 
curate furvey of the caftle (for fuch it feemed to 
Vou, IL, F be) 


08 The ADVENTURES of 


be) into which Peregrine and Pallet had been cons 
veyed, together with its fituation in refpect to the 


river, he went home to the lodgings, and waking ° 


Mr. Jolter, gave him an account of the adven- 
ture. The governor wrung his hands in the ut- 
moft grief and confternation, when he heard this 
unfortunate piece of news; he did not doubt that 
his pupil was imprifoned in the Battile for life ; 
and in the anguifh of his apprehenfion, curfed the 
day on which he had undertaken to fuperintend 
the conduct of fuch an imprudent young man, 
who had by reiterated infults provoked the ven- 
ceance of fuch a mild forbearing adminiftration. 
‘That he might not, however, neglect any means 
in his power to extricate him from his prefent mif- 
fortune, he difpatched Thomas to the doctor, 
with an account of his companion’s fate, that 
they might join their intereft in behalf of the 
captives; and the phyfician being informed of 
what had happened, immediately dreffed himfelf 
and repaired to Jolter, whom he accofted in thefe 


words: ‘* Now, fir, I hope you are convinced - 


of your error, in afferting that oppreffion can ne- 
ver be the effect of arbitrary power. Such a ca- 
lamity as this could never have happened under 
the Athenian democracy: nay, even when the 
tyrant Pififtratus got poffeffion of that common- 
wealth, he durft not venture to rule with fuch 
abfolute and unjuft dominion. You fhall fee now 
that Mr. Pickle and my friend Pallet will fall a 
ficrifice to the tyranny of lawlefs power ; and in- 
my opinion, we fhall be acceflory to the ruin of 
tls poor enflaved people, if we beftir ourfelves 
Ba demanding, or imploring the releafe of our un- 
happy countrymen ; as we may thereby prevent 
the commiffion of a flagrant crime, which st 
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fill up the vengeance of heaven againft the perpe- 
trators, and perhaps be the means of reftoring a 
whole nation to the unfpeakable fruition of free- 
dom. For my own part, I fhould rejoice to fee 
the blood of my father fpilt in -fuch a glorious 
caufe, provided fuch a victim would furnifh me 
with the opportunity of diflolving the chains of 
flavery, and vindicating that liberty which is the 
birth-right of man. ‘Then would my name be 


_ immortalized among the patriot heroes of anti- 


quity, and my memory like that of Harmodius 
and Ariftogiton, be honoured by ftatues erected 
at the public expence.”” This rhapfody, which 
was delivered with great emphafis and agitation, 


gave fo much offence to Jolter, that without 


fpeaking one word, he retired in great wrath to 
his own chamber, and the republican returned to 
his lodging, in full hope of his prognoftic being 
verified in the death and deftruction of Peregrine 
and the painter, which muft give rife to fome re- 
nowned revolution, wherein he himfelf would a& 
a principal part. But the governor, whofe imagit- 
nation was not quite fo warm and prolifick, went 
dire@tly to the Embaflador, whom he informed of 
his pupil’s fituation, and befought to interpofe 
with the French miniftry, that he and the other 


‘Britifh fubjeé&t might obtain their liberty. 


. His excellency afked if Jolter could guefs at the 
caufe of his imprifonment, that he might be tke 
better prepared to vindicate or excufe his conduct ; 
but neither he nor Pipes could give the fmalleft 
hint of intelligence on that fubject; though he 
furnithed himfelf from Tom’s own mouth with a 
circumftantial account of the manner in which 
his mafter had been arrefted, as well as of his own 
behaviour, and the difafter he had received on that 
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occafion. His Lordfhip never doubted that Pickle 
had brought this calamity upon himfelf by fome 
unlucky prank he had played at the mafquerade ; 
efpecially when he underftood that the young 
gentleman had drank freely in the afternoon, and 
been fo whimfical as to go thither with a man in 
woman’s apparel; and he that fame day waited on 
the French minifter, in full confidence of obtain- 
ing his difcharge ; but met with more difficulty 
than he expected, the court of France being ex- 
tremely punctilious in every thing that concerns 
a prince of the blood: the ambaflador was, there- 
fore, obliged to talk in very high terms, and 
though the prefent circumftances of the French 
politicks would not allow them to fall out with 
the Britifh adminiftration for trifles, all the favour 
he could procure, was a promife that Pickle 
fhould be fet at liberty, provided he would afk 
pardon of the prince to whom he had given offence. 
His excellency thought this was but a reafonable 
condefcenfion, fuppofing Peregrine to have been 
in the wrong; and Jolter was admitted to him, 
in order to communicate and reinforce his Lord 
fhip’s advice, which was that he fhould comply 
with the terms propofed. ‘The governor, who did 
not enter this gloomy fortrefs without fear and 
trembling, found his pupil in a difmal apartment 
void of all furniture, but a ftool and truckle-bed:; 
the moment he was admitted, he perceived the 
youth whiftling with great unconcern, and work- 
ing with his pencil at the bare wall, on which he 
had delineated a ludicrous figure labelled with the 
name of the nobleman whom he had affronted, 
and an Englith maftiff with his leg lifted up, in 
the attitude of making water in his fhoe. He had 
peen even fo prefumptuous as to explain the de- 
vice 
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vice with fatirical infcriptions in the French lan- 

guage, which when folter perufed, his hair ftood 

on end with affright. "The very turnkey was 

“confounded and overawed by the boldnefs of his 
behaviour, which he had never feen matched by 

any inhabitant of that place; and actually joined 

his friend in perfuading him to fubmit to the eafy 

. demand of the minifter. But our hero, far from 
embracing the counfel of this advocate, handed 

him to the door with great ceremony, and dif- 
miffed him with a kick onthe brecch; and to all 

the fupplications, and even tears of Jolter, made 

‘no other reply, than that he would ftoop to no 
condefcenfion, becaufe he had committed no 

crime; but would leave his cafe to the cognizance 

and exertion of the Britifh court, whofe duty it 

was to fee juftice dose to its own fubjects: he 

defired, however, that Pallet, who was confined 

‘in another place, might avail himfelf of his.own 
difpofition, which was fufficiently plyable. But 

when the governor defired to fee his fellow- pri- 

foner, the turnkey gave him to underftand that he 

had received no orders relating to the lady, and 

‘therefore could not admit him into her apart- 
‘ment; though he was complaifant enough to tell 
him, that fhe feemed very much mortified at her 

confinement, and at certain times behaved as if 

her brain was not a little difordered. Jolter thus 

‘baffled in all his endeavours, quitted the Baftile 
with a heavy heart, and reported his fruitlefs ne- 

gociation to the Embaflador, who could not help 

breaking forth into fome acrimonious expreffions 

againft the obftinacy and infolence of the young 

man, who, he faid, deferved to fuffer for his 

folly. Neverthelefs, he did not defift from his 
seprefentations to the French miniftry, which be 
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found fo unyielding, that- he was obliged to 
threaten in plain terms, to make it a national con- 
cern; and not only write to his court for inftruc- 
tions, but even advife the council to make re- 
prifals, and fend fome French gentleman in Lon- 
don to the Tower. 

This intimation had an effect upon the mini- 
{try at Verfailles, who rather than run the rifk of 
incenfing a people whom it was neither their in- 
tcreft nor inclination to difoblige, confented to 
difcharge the offenders, on condition that they 
fhould leave Paris in three days after their enlarge- 
ment. This propofal was readily agreed to by 
Peregrine, who was now a little more tradtable, 
and heartily tired of being cooped up in fuch am 
uncomfortable abode, for the fpace of three leng 
days, without any fort of communication or en- 
tertainment, but that which his own imagination 
fuggefted, | 


CHAP. LI 


Peregrine makes ay merry at the expence of the 
painter, who curfes his landlady, and breaks with 
the doctor. : 


S he could eafily conceive the fituation of 

his companion in adverfity, he was unwil- 

ling to leave the place, until he had reaped fome 
diverfion from his diftrefs, and with that view re- 
paired to the dungeon of the afflicted painter, to 
which he had by this time free accefs. When he 
entered, the firft object that prefented itfelf to his 
eye, was fo uncommonly ridiculous, that he could 
fcarce preferve that gravity of countenance which 
he had affected in order to execute the joke he 
Ce had 


, 
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had planned. The forlorn Pallet fat upright iv 
his bed in a difhabille that was altogether extra- 
ordinary. He had laid afide his monftrous hoops 
together with his ftays, gown and petticoat, 
wrapped his lappets about his head by way of 
night-cap, and wore his domino as a loofe morn- 
ing drefs; his grizz'ed locks hunz down about 
his lack-luftre eyes and tawny neck, in all the 
diforder of negligence; his grey beard briftled 
about half an inch, through the remains of the 
paint with which his vifage had been bedaubed, 
and every feature of his face was lengthened to 
the moft ridiculous expreffion of grief and difmay. 
Secing Peregrine come in, he ftarted up in a fort 
of frantic extafy, and running towards him with 
open arms, no fooner perceived the woeful ap- 
pearance into which our hero had modelled his 
phyfiognomy, than he ftopped fhort all of a fud- 
den, and the joy which had begun to take poflef- 
fion of his heart, was in a moment difpelled by 
the moft rueful prefages; fo that he ftood in a 
moft ludicrous pofture of dejection, like a malc- 
factor at the Old Baily, when fentenee is about to 
be pronounced. Pickle taking him by the hand, 
heaved a profound figh, and after having protefted 
that he was extremely mortified at being pitched 
upon as the meflenger of bad news, told him 
with an air of fympathy and infinite concern, 


. that the French court having difeovered his fex, 


had refolved, in confideration of the outragecus 
indignity he offered in public to a prince of the 
blood, to detain him in the Baftile a prifoner for 
life ; and that this fentence was a mitigation ob- 
tained by the importunities cf the Britifh Embaf- 
fador ; the punifhment ordained by law being no 


other than breaking alive upon the whee). Thefe 
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tidings aggravated the horrors of the painter to 
fuch a degree, that he roared aloud, and fkipped 
about the room, in all the extravagance of di- 
ftraction ; taking God and man to witnefs that he 
would rather fuffer immediate death, than endure 
ene year’s imprifonment in fuch a hideous place ; 
and curfing the heur of his birth, and the moment 
on which he departed from his own country. 
«« For my own part, (faid his tormenter in an hy- 
pocritical tone) I was obliged to {wallow the bit- 
ter p:ll of making fubmiffions to the prince, who, 
as I] had not prefumed to ftrike him, received ac- 
knowledgments, in confequence of which | fhall 
be this day fet at liberty ; and there is even one 
expedient left for the recovery of your freedom. 
It is, I own, adifagreeable remedy, but one had 
better undergo a little mortification, than be for 
ever wretched. Befides, upon fecond thoughts, 
I begin to imagine that you will not for fuch a 
trifle facrifice yourfelf to the unceafing horrors of 
a folitary dungeon ;' efpecially as your condefcen- 
fion will in all probability be attended with advan- 
‘tages which you could not otherwife enjoy.” 
Pallet interrupting him with great eagernefs, beg- 
ged for the love of God that he would no longer 
keep him in the torture of fufpence, but mention 
that fame remedy, which he was refolved to {wal- 
low, let it be never fo unpalatable. 

Peregrine having thus played upon his paffions of 
fear and hope, anfwered, that as the offence was 
committed in the habit of a woman, which was 
a difguife unworthy of the other fex; the French 
court was of opinion that the delinquent fhould 
for ever forfeit the privileges and charaCteriftic 
of a man, which he had fo fhamefully depofitced, 
or in other words, be deprived of his virility ; fo 

the 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 105 


that there was an a!ternative at his own option, 
by which he had it in his power to regain imme- 
_ diate freedom.”’ ‘* What! cried the painter in 
defpair, part with my manhood, and become a 
finger? Gadzooks! and the devil and all that, 
Yl rather lie {till where I am, and let myfelf be 
devoured by vermin.” Then thrufting out his 
throat, ‘* Here is my wind-pipe, (faid he) be fo 
good, my dear friend, as to give it a flice or 
two; if you don’t, I fhall one of thefe days be 
- found dangling in my garters, What an unfor- 
tunate rafcal J am! What a blockhead, and a 
beaft, and a fool was I to truft myfelf among 
- fuch a barbarous ruffian race! Lord forgive youy. 
Mr. Pickle, for having been the immediate caufe 
of my difafter ; if you had ftood by me from the 
_ beginning, according to your promife, and di- 
_ rected me to a proper place, where [ could have 

made water without being expofed, I fhould not 
_have been teized by that coxcomb who has 
_ brought me to this pafs. And why did I put on 
this damn’d unlucky drefs? Lard curfe that 
chattering Jezabel of a landlady, who advifed 
fuch a prepofterous difguife ! a difguife which hath 
not only brought me to this pafs, but alfo ren- 
_ dered me abominable to myfelf, and frightful to 
others; for, when I this morning fignified to. 
the turnkey, that I wanted to be fhaved, he 
‘ looked at my beard with aftonifhment, and croff- 
ing himfelf, muttered his pater-nofter, believing 
me (I fuppofe) to be a witch, or fomething 
-worfe. And heaven confound that loathfome 
banquet of the ancients, which provoked me to 
drink too freely, that I might wafh away the 
tafte of that accurfed fillikicaby.” 
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Our young gentleman, having heard his Ia- 
mentation to an end, excufed himfelf for his 
condut, by reprefenting, that he could not pof- 
fibly forefee the difagreeable confequences that 
attended it; and in the mean time, ftrenuoufly 
counfelled him to fubmit to the terms of his en- 
largement. He obferved, that he was now ar- 
rived at that time of life, when the lufts of the 
fiefh fhould be entirely mortified within him, 


_ and his greateft concern ought to be the health 


of his foul, to which nothing could more effec- 
tually contribute than the amputation which was 
propofed: that his body, as well as his mind, 
would profit by the change, becaufe he would 
have no dangerous appetite to gratify, and no 
carnal thoughts to divert him from the duties of 
his profeffion ; and his voice, which was natu- 
rally fweet, would improve to fuch a degree, 


_ thatthe would captivate the ears of all the people 


of fafhion and tafte, and in a little time be cele- 
brated under the appeliation of the Englifh Se- 
nefino. ~ 3 

Thefe arguments did not fail to make impref- 


- fion upon the painter, who, neverthelefs, ftarted 


three objeflions.to his compliance; namely, the 
difgrace of the punifhment, the pain of the ope- 
ration, and the dread of his wife. Pickle under- 
took to obviate thefe difficulties, by affuring him, 


_ tat the fentence would be.executed: fo privately, 


as never to tranfpire; that the excifion (as he 
had learnt from Motecelli) was not fo painful as 
the drawing of a tooth, and that his wife could 
not be fo uncenfcionable, after fo many years of 
cohabitation, as to take exceptions to an expe- 
dient, by which fhe would not only enjoy the 
converfation of her hufband, but even the fruits. 
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of thofe talents which the knife would fo re- 
miarkably refine. 

Pallet fhook his head at this laft remonftrance, - 
as if he thought it would not be altogether con- 
vincing to his fpoufe ; but yielded to the propofal, 
provided her confent could be obtained. Juft as 
he fignified this condefcenfion, the goaler en- 
tered, and addreffing himfelf to the fuppofed lady, 
_expreffed his fatisfaction in having the honour to. 
tell her, that fhe wasno longer a prifoner. As 
the painter did not underftand one word of what. 
he faid, Peregrine undertook the office of inter- 
preter, and made his friend believe, the goaler’s 
fpeech was no other than an intimation, that the 
miniftry had fent a furgeon to execute what was: 
propofed, and that the inftruments and dreffings 
were prepared in the next room.. Alarmed and 
terrified at this fudden appointment, he flew to 
the other end of the room, and fnatching up an 
earthen chamber-pot, which was the only of 
~fenfive weapon in the place, put himfeif in a. 
pofture of defiance, and with many oaths threat- 
ened to try the temper of the barber’s fkull, if he 
- fhould prefume to fet his nofe within the: apart 
ment. 

The goaler, who little eae fuch a recep- 
tion, concluded that the poor gentlewoman had. 
actually loft her wits, and retreated with precipi- 
tation, leaving the door open as he went out. 
Upon which Pickle, gathering up the particulars: 
of his drefs with great difpatch, crammed them. 
into Pallet’s arms, anc taking notice that now | 
the coaft was clear, exhorted him to: follow his 
footfteps tothe gate, where a hackney-coach 
flood for his reception. There being no time 
for hefitation, the painter took his advices: es 
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without quitting the utenfil, which in his hurry 
he forgot to lay down, fallied out in the rear of 
our hero, with all that wildnefs of terror and 
impatience which may be reafonably fuppofed to 
take poffeffion of a man who flies from caftration 
or perpetual imprifonment. Such was the tumult 
of his agitation, that his faculty of thinking was for 
the prefent utterly overwhelmed, and he faw no 
object but his conductor, whom he followed by a 
fort of inftinGtive impulfe, without regarding the 
keepers and centinels, who, as he pafled with 
his cloaths under one arm, and his chamber-pot 
brandifhed above his head, were confounded, and 
even difmayed at the ftrange apparition. 

During the whole courfe of this irruption, he 


ceafed not to cry with great vociferation, ‘* Drive, | 


coachman, drive in the name of God!’ And the 
carriage had proceeded the length of a whole 
ftreet, before he manifefted the leaft fign of re- 
flection, but ftared like the Gorgon’s head, with 
‘his mouth wide open, and each particular hair 
crawling and twining like an animated ferpent. 
At length, however, he began to recover the 
_ufe of his fenfes, and afked if Peregrine thought 
him now out of all danger of being retaken. 
This unrelenting wag, not yet fatisfied with the 
affliction he had impofed upon the fufferer, an- 
{wered with an air of doubt and concern, that 
he hoped they would not be overtaken, and 
prayed to God they might not be retarded by 
an Embaras. Pallet fervently joined in this fup- 
plication, and they advanced a few yards further, 
when the noife of a coach at full fpeed behind 
them, invaded their ea:s; and Pickle having 
looked out at the window, withdrew his head in 
feeming confufion, and exclaimed, ‘* Lord have 

| mercy 
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mercy upon us! I with that may not be a guard 
fent after us. Methinks I faw the muzzle of a 
full fticking out of the coach.” The painter 
hearing thefe tidings, that inftant thruft himfelf 
half out at the window, with his helmet ftill in 


his hand, bellowing to the coachman as loud as 


he could roar, ** Drive, damn ye drive! to the 
gates of Jericho and ends of the earth! Drive, 
you raggamuffin, you rapfcallion, you hell-hound! 
drive us to the pit of hell, rather than we fhould 
be taken, and lofe the treafures of virility.” 

Such a phantom could not pafs, without at- 
tracting the curiofity of the people, who ran to 
their doors and windows, in order to behold this 


objet of admiration. With the fame view that 
coach, which was fuppofed to be in purfuit of 


him, ftopt juft as the windows of each happened 
to be oppofite ; and Pallet looking behind, and 
feeing three men ftanding upon the foot-board 


-armed with canes, which his fear converted into 
. fufils, never doubted that his friend’s fufpicion 


was juft; but, fhaking his jordan at the imagi- 
nary guard, fwore he would fooner die than part 


with his precious ware. The owner of the 
coach, who was a nobleman of the firft quality, 
_ miftook him for fome unhappy woman deprived 
_of her fenfes; and ordering his coachman to 


proceed, convinced the fugitive, to his infinite 
joy, that this was no more than a falfe alarm. 
He was not, forall that, freed from anxiety and 


trepidation ; but our young gentleman, fearing 
. his brain would not bear a repetition of the fame 
. joke, permitted him to gain his own lodgings, 


without further moleftation. . 
His landlady meeting him on the ftair, was fo 


 affeGted at his appearance, that fhe fcreamed 
; 2 : 
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aloud, and betook herfelf to flight; while he, 
curfing her with great bitternefs, rufhed into the 
apartment of the doctor, who, inftead of re- 
ceiving him with cordial embraces, and congra- 
tulating him upon his deliverance, gave evident 
tokens of umbrage and difcontent; and even 
plainly told him, he hoped to have heard that he 
and Mr. Pickle had ated the glorious part of 
Cato; an event which would have laid the foun- 
dation of fuch noble ftruggles, as could not fail 
to end in happinefs and freedom; and that “he 
had already made fome progrefs in an ode that 
would have immortalized -their names, and in- 
fpired the flame of liberty in every honeft breaft. 
‘¢ There (faid he) I would have proved, that 


great talents, and high fentiments of liberty, do 


reciprocally produce and affift each other ; and il- 
luftrated my aflertions with fuch notes and quo- 
tations from the Greek writers, as would have 
opened the eyes of the moft blind and unthink- 
ing, and touched the moft callous and obdurate 
heart. O fool! to think the man, whofe ample 
mind muft grafp whatever yonder flars furvey——a 
Pray, Mr. Pallet, what is your opinion of that 
image of the mind’s grafping the whole univerfe ? 
For my own part, 1 can’t help thinking it the 
moft happy conception that ever entered my ima- 
gination. 

The painter, who was not fuch a flaming en- 
thufiaft in the caufe of liberty, could not brook 
the doétor’s reflexions, which he thought fa- 
voured a little too much of indifference and de- 
ficiency in point of private friendfhip ; and there- 
fore feized the prefent opportunity of mortifying 
his pride, by obferving, that the image was, 
without all doubt, yery grand and magnificent ; 
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but that he had been obliged for the idea to Mr, 
Bayes in The Rebearfal, who values himfelf upon 
the fame figure, conveyed in thefe words, But 
all thefe clouds, when by the eye of reafon grafp’d, 
&c, Upon any other occafion, the painter 
would have triumphed greatly in this dete€tion ; 
but fuch was the flutter and confufion of his {pi- 
rits, under the apprehenfion of being retaken, 
that without further communication, he retreated 
to his own room, in order to refume his own 
drefs, which he hoped would alter his appearance 
in fuch a manner, as to baffle all fearch and exa- 
mination ; while the phyfician remained afhamed 
and abafhed, to find himfelf convicted of pla- 
giarifm by a perfon of fuch contemptible talents. 
He was offended at this proof of his memory, 
and fo much enraged at his prefumption in. ex- 
hibiting it, that he could never forgive his want 
of reverence, and took every opportunity of ex- 
pofing his ignorance and folly in the fequel. In- 
deed, the ties of private affection were too weak 
to engage the heart of this republican, whofe 
zeal for the community had’ entirely fwallowed 
up his concern for individuals. He fooked upon 
particular friendfhip as a paffion unworthy of his 
ample foul, and. was. a profeffed admirer of L. 
Manlius, Junius Brutus, and thofe later patriots 
of the fame name, who fhut their ears againft 
the cries of nature, and refifted all the di€tates of. 
gratitude and humanity. 
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CHAP. LI. 


Pallet conceives an bearty contempt for his fellow- 
traveller, and attaches himfelf to Pickle, who, 
neverthelefs, perfecutes him with his mifchievous 
talent, upon the road to Flanders. 


N the mean time, his companion having em- 
ployed divers pails full of water, in clearing 
himfelf from the fqualor of a jail, fubmitted his 
face to the barber, tinged his eye-brows witha 
fable hue, and being dreffled in his own cloaths, 
ventured to vifit Peregrine, who was ftill under 
the hands of his valet de chambre, and who gave 
him to underftand, that his efcape had been con- 
nived at, and that the condition of their deli- 
verance was their departure from Paris in three 
days. 

The painter was tranfported with joy, when 
he learnt that he ran no rifque of being retaken ; 
and far from repining at the terms of his en- 
largement, would have willingly fet out on his 
return to England that fame afternoon; for the 
Baftile had made fuch an impreffion upon him, 
that he ftarted at the found of every coach, and 
turned pale at fight of a French foldier. In the 
fullnefs of his heart, he complained of the doc- 
tor’s indifference, and related what had pafled at 
their meeting with evident marks of refentment 
and difrefpe&t ; which were not at al] diminifhed, 


when Jolter informed him of the phyfician’s be- 


haviour, when he fent for him, to confer about 
the means of abridging their confinement. Pickle 
himfelf was incenfed at his want of bowels, and 
perceiving how much he had funk in the opinion 

of 
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of his fellow-traveller, refolved to encovrage 
thefe fentiments. of difguft, and occafionally fo- 
ment the divifion to a downright quarrel, which 
he forefaw would produce fome diverfion, and 
perhaps expofe the poet’s character in fuch a 
light, as would effectually punifh him for his ar- 
rogance and barbarity. With this view, he le- 
velled feveral fatirical jokes at thé doétor’s pe- 
dantry and want of tafte, which had appeared fo 
confpicuous in the quotations he had got by heart, 
from ancient authors, in his affected difdain cf 
the beft pictures in the world; which, had he 
been endowed with the leaft fhare of difcernment, 
he could not have beheld with fuch infenfibility ; 
and Jaftly, in his ridiculous banquet, which none 
but an egregious coxcomb, devoid of all elegance 
and fenfe, would have prepared, or prefented to 
rational beings. In a word, our young gentle- 
man played the artillery of his wit againit him 
with fuch fuceefs, that the painter feemed to 
wake from a dream, and went home with the 
moft hearty contempt for the perfon he had for- 
merly adored. 

Inftead of ufing the privilege of a friend, to 
enter his apartment without ceremony, he fent 
in his fervant witha meflage, importing, that he 
intended to fet out from Paris next day, in com- 
pany with Mr. Pickle, and defiring to know 
whether or not he was, or would be prepared 
for the journey. The doctor, ftruck with the 
manner as well as the matter of this intimation, 
“went immediately to Pallet’s room, and de- 
manded to know the caufe of fuch a fudden de- 
termination, without his privity or concurrence 5 
‘and when he underftood the neceffity of their af- 


fairs, rather than travel by himfelf, he one 
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his baggage to be packed up, and fignified his 
readinefs to conform to the emergency of the 
cafe; though he was not at all pleafed with the 
cavalier behaviour of Pallet, to whom he threw 
out fome hints of his own importance, and the 
immenfity of his condefcenfion, in favouring him 
with fuch marks of regard. But by this time 
thefe infinuations had loft their effect upon the 
painter, who told him with an arch fneer, that 
he did not at all queftion his learning and abili- 
ties, and particularly his fkill in cookery, which 
he fhould never forget while his palate retained 
its function ; but neverthelefs advifed him, for 
the fake of the degenerate eaters of thefe days, 
to {pare a little of his fal armoniac in the next 
fillykickaby he fhould prepare; and bate fome- 
what of the devil’s dung, which he had fo plen- 
tifully crammed into the roafted fowls, unlefs he 
had a mind to convert his guefts into patients, 
with a view of licking himfelf whole for the ex- 
pence of the entertainment. : 

The phyfician, nettled at thefe farcafms, eyed 
him with a look of indignation and difdain, and 
being unwilling to exprefs himfelf in Englith, left 
in the courfe of the altercation Pallet fhould be 
fo much irritated as to depart without him, he 
vented his anger in Greek, pronouncing with 


great rancour, ‘AxgilouSe, avyus meg Edy cyoenlnes 


“Teneo, pnd Bern of pCi svar Bacrcoowe The pain- 
ter, though by the found he fuppofed this quo- 
tation to be Greek, complimented his friend up- 
on his knowledge in the Welch language, and 
found means to rally him quite out of temper ; 
fo that he retired to his own chamber in the ut- 
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moft wrath and mortification, and left his anta- 
gonift exulting o’er the victory he had won. 

While thefe things pafled between thefe ori- 
ginals, Peregrine waited upon the Embaffador, 
whom he thanked for his kind interpofition, ac- 
knowledging the indifcretion of his own conduct 
with fuch appearance of conviction, and promifes 
of reformation, that his Excellency fieely for- 
gave him for all the trouble he had been put to 
on his account, fortified him with fenfible ad- 
vices, and afluring him of his continual favour 
and friendfhip, gave him at parting, letters of in- 
troduction to feveral perfons of quality belonging 
to the Britifh court. 

Thus diftinguifhed, our young gentleman took 
leave of all his French acquaintance, and fpent 
the evening with fome of thofe who had en- 
joyed the greateft fhare of his intimacy and con- 
fidence; while Jolter fuperintended his domeflic 
concerns, and with infinite joy befpoke a poft- 
chaife and horfes, in orderto convey him from a 
place where he lived in continual apprehenfion of 
fuffering by the dangerous difpofition of his pu- 
pil. Every thing being adjufted according to 
‘ their plan, they and their fellow-travellers next 
day dined together, and about four in the after- 
noon took their departure in two chaifes, efcorted 
by the valet de chambre, Pipes and the doctor’s 
Jacquey on horfeback, well furnifhed with arms 
‘ and ammunition, in cafe of being attacked by 
robbers on the road. 

Tt was about eleven o’clock at night when they 
arrived at Senlis, which was the place at which 
they propofed to lodge, and where they were ob- 
liged to knock up the people of the inn, before 


they could have their fupper prepared. All the 
_-pro- 
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provifion in the houfe was but barely fufficient to 
furnifh one indifferent meal ; however, the painter 
confoled himfelf for the quantity with the quality 
of the difhes, one of which was a fricaflee of 
rabbit, a preparation that he valued above all the 
dainties that ever f{moaked upon the table of the 
fumptuous Heliogabalus. 

He had no fooner expreffed himfelf to this ef- 
feét, than our hero, who was almoft inceflantly 
laying traps for diverfion at his neighbour’s ex- 
pence, laid hold on the declaration ; and recol- 
le&ting the ftory of Scipio and the muleteer in 
Gil Blas, refolved to perpetrate a joke upon the 
ftomach of Pallet, which feemed particularly well 
difpofed to an hearty fupper. He accordingly 
digefted his plan; and the company being feated 
at table, affected to gaze with peculiar eagernefs 
at the painter, who had helped himfelf to a large 
portion of the fricaffee, and began to {wallow it 
with infinite relifh. Pallet, notwithftanding the 
keennefs of his appetite, could not help taking 
notice of Pickle’s demeanour; and making a 
fhort paufe in the exercife of his grinders, ** You 
are furprized (faid he) to fee me make fo much 
cifpatch ; bus I was extremely hungry, and this 
is one of the beft fricaffees J ever tafted: the 
French are very expert in thefe difhes, that I 
mutt allow ; and upon my confcience, I would 
never defire to eat a more delicate rabbit than this 
that lies upon my plate.” 

Peregrine made no other reply to this encao- 
mium, than the repetition of the word rabbit! with 
a note of admiration, and fuch a fignificant fhake 
‘of the head, as effectually alarmed the other, 
who inftantly fufpended the ation of his jaws, 
and with the morfel half chewed in his prea 
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ftared round him with a certain ftolidity of ap- 
prehenfion, which is eafier conceived than de- 
{cribed, until his eyes encountered the counte- 
nance of Thomas Pipes, who being inftructed, 
and pofted oppofite to him for the occafion, ex- 
hibited an arch grin, that compleated the painter’s 
diforder. Afraid of {wallowing his mouthful, and 
afhamed to difpofe of it any other way, he fat 
fome time in a moft diftrefled ftate of fufpence ; 
and being queftioned by Mr. Jolter touching his 
calamity, made a violent effort of the mufcles of 
his gullet, which with difficulty performed their 
office; and then, with great confufion and con- 
cern, afked if Mr. Pickle fufpected the rabbit’s 
identity. The young gentleman affuming a my- 
fterious air, pretended ignorance of the matter, 
obferving, that he was apt to fufpect all difhes of 
that kind, fince he had been informed of the 
tricks which were commonly played at inns in 
France, Italy and Spain, and recounted that paf- 
fage in Gil Blas, which we have hinted at above ; 
faying, he did not pretend to be a connoiffeur in 
animals, but the legs of the creature which com- 
pofed that fricaflee did not, in his opinion, re- 
femble thofe of the rabbits he had ufually feen. 
This obfervation had an evident effeét upon the 
features of the painter, who with certain figns of 
loathing and aftonifhment, exclaimed, ‘* Lord 
Jefus !”’ and appealed to Pipes for a difcovery of 
the truth, by afking ifs=he knew any thing of the 
affair. ‘Tom very gravely replied, that he did 
{uppofe the food was wholefome eriough, for he 
had feen the fkin and feet of a fpecial ram-cat, 
new flea’d, hanging upon the door of a {mall 
pantry adjoining to the kitchen. 


Before 
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Before this fentence was uttered, Pallet’s belly 
feemed to move in contaét with his back-bone, 
his colour changed, no part but the whites of his 
eyes were to be feen, he dropped his lower jaw, 
and fixing his hands in his fi-es, reached with 
fuch convulfive agonies, as amazed and difcon- 
certed the whole company ; and what augmented 
his diforder, was the tenacious retention of his 
ftomach, which abfolutely refufed to part with 
its contents, notwithftanding all the energy of 
his abhorrence, which threw him into a cold 
fweat, and almoft into a {woon. 

Pickle, alarmed at his condition, affured him it 
‘was a genuine rabbit, and that he had tutored Pipes 
to fay otherwife for the joke’s fake. But this confef- 
fion he confidered as a friendly artifice of Pickle’s 
compaffion, and therefore it had little effeét upon 
his conftitution. By the affiftance, however, of a 
large bumper of brandy, his fpirits were recruited, 
and his recollection fo far recovered, that he was 
‘able to declare, with divers contorfions of face, 
that the difh had a particular ranknefs of tafte, 
which he had imputed partly to the nature of the 
French coney, and partly to the compofition of 
their fauces ; then he inveighed againft the infa- 
mous practices of French publicans, attributing 
fuch impofition to their oppreffive government, 
which kept them fo neceffitous, that they were 
tempted to exercife all manner of knavery upon 
their unwary guefts. 

Jolter, who could not find in his heart to let 
flip any opportunity of fpeaking in favour of the 
French, told him that he was a very great ftranger 
to their police, elfe he would know, that if up- 
on information to the magiftrate, it fhould ap- 
pear that any traveller, native or fore'gner, has 
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been impofed upon, or ill-treated by a publican, 
the offender would be immediately obliged to 
fhut up his houfe, and if his behaviour had been 
notorious, he himfelf would be fent to the gal- 
lies, without the leaft hefitation ; and as for the 
difh which hath been made the occafion of your 
prefent diforder, (faid he) I will take upon me 
to affirm, it was prepared of a genuine rabbit, 
which was fkinned in my prefence ; and in con- 
firmation of what I affert, though fuch fricaflees 
are not the favourites of my tafte, I will eat a 
part of this without fcruple.” So faying, he 
{wallowed feveral mouthfuls of the queftioned 
coney, and Pallet feemed to eye it again with in- 
clination; nay, he even refumed his knife and 
fork, and being juft on the point of applying 
them, was feized with another qualm of appre- 
henfion, that broke out in an exclamation of, 


8 After all, Mr. Jolter, if it fhould be a real ~ 
ram-cat—Lord have mercy upon me! here is 


one of the claws.” With thefe words he pre- 
fented the tip of a toe, of which Pipes had {nipt 
off five or fix from a duck that was roafted, and 
purpofely fcattered them in the fricaflee: and the 
governor could not behold this teftimonial with- 
out fymptoms of uneafinefs and remorfe ; fo that 
he and the painter fat filenced and abafhed, and 
made faces at each other, while the phyfician, 
who hated them both, exulted over their afflic- 
tion, bidding them be of good chear, and pro- 
ceed with their meal; for he was ready to de- 
monftrate, that the flefh of a cat was as nou- 
rifhing and delicious as veal or mutton, provided 
they could prove, that the faid cat was not of the 
boar-kind, and had fed chiefly on vegetable diet, 
or even confined its carnivorous appetite to rats 
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and mice, which he affirmed to be dainties of 
exquifite tafte and flavour, He faid, it wasa vul- 
gar miftake to think that all flefh-devouring crea- 
tures were unfit to be eaten; witnefs the con- 
fumption of fwine and ducks, animals that de- 
light in carnage, as well as fifh, that prey upon 
each other, and feed on bait and carrion; toge- 
ther with the demand for bear, of which the 
beft hams in the world are made. He then ob- 
ferved, that the Negroes on the coaft of Guinea, 
who are a healthy and vigorous people, prefer 
cats and dogs to all other fare; and mentioned 
from hiftory feveral fieges, during which the in- 
habitants, who were blocked up, lived upon 
thefe animals, and had recourfe even to human 
flefh, which, to his “certain knowledge, was in 
all refpeéts preferable to pork ; for, in the courfe 
of his ftudies, he had, for the experiment’s fake, 


eaten a fteak cut from the buttock of a perfon 


who had been hanged. 

This diflertation, far from compofing, increafed 
the difquiet in the ftomachs of the governor and 
painter, who hearing the laft illuftration, turned 
their eyes upon the orator, at the fame inftant, 
with looks of horror and difguft ; and the one 
muttering the term Cannibal, and the other pro- 
nouncing the word abomination, they rofe from ta- 
ble ina great hurry, and running towards another 
apartment, juftled with fuch violence in the paf- 
fage, that both were overturned by the fhock, 
which alfo contributed to the effet of their nau- 
‘fea, that mutually defiled them as they lay. 
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CHAP. LIII. 
N or is the phyfictan facred from his ridicule. They 


reach Arras, where our adventurer engages in 
play with two French officers, who next morning 
give the landlord an satercfting proof of their 
smportance. 


HOUGH Pickle enjoyed their difafter, 

he was refolved to practife fome invention 
upon the doctor, that he might not triumph in 
his revenge with impunity; and thus determined, 
when Pallet had overcome the malady of his own 
Imagination, he imparted to him a plan of re- 
prizal, which agreeably flattered his refentment, 
and was executed inthis manner: as the painter 
and phyfician lay in feparate beds in the fame 
chamber, the former watched, till by the other’s 
fnoring he was certified of his being faft afleep ; 
then moving foftly to the door, where Pipcs 
ftood ready furnifhed for the purpofe, took a 
tea-kettle full of warm water, and cautioufly 
conveying the {pout under the. cloaths of the doc- 
tor’s bed, poured in the liquor, imperceptibly, 
to the quantity of half a gallon, and then retired 
to reft. 

Peregrine having undertaken to rouze his fel- 
low-travellers in the morning, entered the doc- 
tor’s apartment with the dawn, and waked them 
both withthe fame hollow. ‘The painter imme- 
diately fprung out of bed; but the phytician, 
finding himfelf drenched from head to foot, was 
equally aftonifhed and afhamed, never doubting 
that he had unfortunately becewed himfcif in his: 
fleep. This miftake he thought fo inconfiftent 
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with the dignity of his charaGer, that he durft. 


not venture to difclofe his condition, efpecially 
as he well knew how eagerly the company would 
feize fuch an occafion of making merry at his 
expence ; and it would be imprz€ticable to con- 
ceal it from their knowledge, if he fhould be ob- 
liged to get up in their prefence: he therefore 
lay ftill in the utmoft perplexity and tribulation, 
while his two companions, gueffing his thoughts, 
and rejoicing at his anxiety, fat down by his bed- 
fide, and exhorted him to rife. He told them, 
that having {weated profufely all night, he could 
not, with any regard to his health, get up, until 
he fhould be fhifted, and the pores of his fkin 
regularly clofed ; and in the mean time, defired 
they would take the trouble of feeing the horfes 
put to the chaifes, and the reckoning adjufted 5 
affluring them, he fhould be ready to attend them 
before their bufinefs could be difpatched. Our 
young gentleman gave him to underftand, that 
Mr. Jolter had charged himfelf with the payment 
of the bill, and the fervants were now employed 
about the carriages, fo that he had not a moment 
to lofe; he therefore rung the bell for his foot- 
man, and bade him bring a clean fhirt for his 
mafter with all poffible fpeed. 

Ere the fellow returned, it was broad day ; 
and a meflage came from the governor, import- 
ing that the horfes were yoked. The doétor’s 
confufion increafed, he was tortured by the looks, 
and baited by the importunities of his company ; 
and moreover, fuffered the uncomfortable fitua- 
tion of being fteeped, as he imagined, in his own 
brine. At length Peregrine, impatient of his 
delay, took the privilege of a comrade, and ac- 
cufing the republican of floth, pulled off the bed- 
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cloaths at one fnatch, and difplayed him at full 
length, in this opprobrious condition. 

The painter one him thus expofed, lifted up 
his hands, and in affected aftonifhment, ** Lord 
watch over us! (cried he) the doctor is a dead 
man ; fure the whole fap of his body is run out, 
or have you fpilt a whole difh of fillykickaby in 
the bed? for it fmells curfedly ftrong of fal ar- 
moniac.” Peregrine, in order to compleat the 
phyfician’s overthrow, fhut up his noftrils with 
his finger and thumb, and afked in a fnuffling 
tone, if he was fubject to that infirmity. 

Unfpeakable were the fhame and vexation of 
the modern Pindar on this occafion; he was at 
the fame time tormented with all the pangs which 
mortified vanity can feel, and agitated by all the 
furies of refentment againft the perfons who had 
detected his difgrace, and who having thus in- 
fulted him in his diftrefs, quitted the room with a 
loud laugh, Jeaving him to the thorny reflections 
of his own pride. Nor could the painter, who 
was not at all to be praifed for his moderation, 
abftain from certain ill-natured allufions to his 
calamity, which by thefe means reached the ears 
of the governor, from whom (of all men) he 
defired to keep it concealed ; fo that he remained 
fullen and dejected during the whole journey : 
not but that he attempted to recover his impor- 
tance, nv. haranguing upon the Roman highways, 
when Mr. Jolter defied the company to take no= 
tice of the fine pavement ‘upon which they tra- 
velled from Paris into Flanders; but Pallet, who 
thought he had now gained the afcendency over 
the phyfician, exerted himfelf in maintaining the 
fuperiority he had acquired, by venting various 
farcafms upon his {elf-conceit and affectation of 
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learning, and even uttering puns and conundrums 
wpon the remarks which the republican retailed. 
When he talked of the Flaminian Way, the 
painter queftioned if it was a better pavement 
than the Fleminian way on which they travelled: 
and the doétor having obferved, that this road 
was made for the convenience of drawing the 
French artillery into Flanders, which was often 
the feat of war; his competitor in wit replied 
with infinite vivacity, ‘© There are more great 
guns than the French king knows of drawn along 
this caufeway, doctor.” 

_ Encouraged by the fuccefs of thefe efforts; 
which tickled the im:gination of Jolter, and 
drew fmiles (as he imagined) of approbation from 
‘ our hero, he fported in many other zquivoques 
of the fame nature; and at dinner told the phy- 
fician, that he was like the root of the tongue, 
as being curfedly down in the mouth. 

By this time, fuch was the animofity fubfift- 
ing between thefe quondam friends, that they 
never converfed together, except with a view of 
expofing each other to the ridicule or contempt 
of their fellow-travellers. The doétor was at 
great pains to point out the folly and ignorance 
of Pallet in private to Peregrine, who was often 
conjured in the fame manner by the painter, to 
take notice of the phyfician’s want of manners 
and tafte. Pickle pretended to acquiefce in the 
truth of their mutual feverity, which indeed was 
extremely juft, and by maticious infinuations 
blew up their contention, with a view of bringing 
it to open hoftility. But, both feemed fo averie 
to deeds of mortal purpofe, that for a long time 
his arts were baffled, and he could not fpirit them 
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up to any pitch of refentment higher than fcur- 
rifous repartee. 

Before they reached Arras, the city-gates were 
fhut, fo that they were obliged to take up their 
lodging at an indifferent houfe in the fuburbs, 
where they found a couple of French officers, 
who had alfo rode poft from Paris, fo far on their 
way to Lille. Thefe gentlemen were about the 
ave of thirty, and their deportment diftinguifhed 
by fuch an air of infolence, as difgufted our hero, 
who, neverthelefs, accofted them politely in the 
yard, and propofed that they fhould fup together. 
They thanked him for the honour of his invita- 
tion, which, however, they declincd, upon pre- 
tence of having ordered fomething for iienitelwen 


but promifed to wait upon him. and his company. 


immediately after their repaft. 


This they accordingly performed ; and after 


having drank a few glafles of Burgundy, one of 


them afked, if the young gentleman would, for 


paftime, take an hand at quadnriile. Peregrine 
eafily divined the meaning of this propofal, which 


was made with no other view than that of ficecing 
him and his fellow-travellers; for he well knew | 


to what fhifts a fubaltern in the French fervice is 


reduced, in order to maintain the appearance ofa’ 


gentleman, and had reafon to believe that moft of 
them were fharpers from their youth: but, as he 
depended a good deal upon his own penetration 
and addrefs, he gratified the ftranzer’s defire 5 
and a party was inftantly formed of the painter, 
the phyfician, the propofer and himfelf, the other 


officer having profefled himfelf utterly ignorant 


of the game; yet, in the courfe of the play, he 
took his ftation at the back of Pickle’s chair, 
which was oppolite to his friend, on pretence of 
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himfelf with feeing his manner of condidting 
the cards. The youth was not fuch a novice 
but that he perceived the defign of this palpable 
piece of behaviour, which, notwithftanding, be 
overlook’d for the prefent, with a view of flat- 
tering their hopes in the beginning, that they 
might be the more effeCtually punifhed, by their 
difappointment in the end. 

The game was fcarce begun, when by the re- 
fie&tion of a glafs he difcerned the officer at his 
back, making figns to hiscompanion, who, by thefe 
pre-concerted geftures, was perfectly informed 
of the contents of Peregrine’s hand, and of con- 
fequence fortunate in the courfe of play. 

Thus they were allowed to enjoy the fruits of 
their dexterity, until their money amounted to 
fome-Loui’s ; when our young gentleman, think- 
ing it high time to do himfelf juftice, fignified in 
very polite terms to the gentleman who ftood be- 
hind him, that he could never play with eafg 
and deliberation when he was overlooked by any 
by-ftander, and begg’d that he would have the 
goodnefs to be feated. 

As this was a remonftrance which the ftranger 
could not with any fhew of breeding refift, he 
afked pardon, and retired to the chair of the 
phyfician, who frankly told him, that it was not 
the fafhion of his country for one to fubmit his 
hand to the perufal of a fpe€&tator; and when, in 
confequence of this rebuff, .he wanted to quarter 
himfelf upon the painter, he was refufed by a 
wave of the hand, and a fhake of the head, with 
an exclamation of, Pardonnez moi! which was 
oh Samat with fuch emphafis, as difcompofed his 


elrontery, and he found himfelf obliged to fit 


down in a ftate of mortification. 
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The odds being thus removed, fortune pro- 
ceeded in her ufual channel; and though the 
Frenchman, deprived of his ally, endeavoured 
"to practife divers ftrokes of finefle, the reft of 
the company obferved him with fuch vigilance 
and caution, as baffled all his attempts, and in a 
very little time he was compelled to part with 
his winning: but having engaged in the match 
with an intention of taking all advantages, whe- 
ther fair or unfair, that his fuperior fkill fhould 
give him over the Englifhmen, the money was 
not refunded without a thoufand difputes, in the 
courfe of which he effayed to intimidate his an- 
tagonift with high words, which were retorted 
by our hero with fuch intereft, as convinced him 
that he had miftaken his man, and perfuaded him 
to make his retreat in-quiet. Indeed, it was not 
without caufe that they repined at the bad fuc- 
cefs of their enterprize ; becaufe, in all likeli- 
hood, they had nothing to depend upon for the 
prefent but their own induftry, and knew not 
- how to defray their expences on the road, except 
by fome acquifition of this kind. 

- Next morning they rofe at day-break, and re-, 
folving to anticipate their fellow-lodgers, befpoke 
poft-horfes as foon as they could be admitted into 
the city; fo that when our company appeared, 
their beafts were ready in the yard; and they 
only waited to difcufs the bill, which they had 
ordered to be made out. The landlord of the. 
inn prefented his carte with fear and trembling to 
one of thofe ferocious cavaliers, who no fooner 
caft his eye upon the fum total, than he difcharged 
a volley of dreadful oaths, and afked if the king's 
efficers were to be treated in that manner, The 
poer publican protefted with great humility, that 
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he had the utmoft refpe@ for his majefty, and 
every thing that belonged to him; and that, far 
from confulting his own intereft, all that he de- 
fired was, to be barely indemnified for the ex- 
pence of their lodging. 

This condefcenfion feemed to have no other 
effe& than that of encouraging their arrogance. 
‘They fwore his extortion fhould be explained to 
the commandant of the town, who would, by 
making hima public example, teach other inn- 
keepers how to behave towards men of honour ; 
and threatened with fuch confidence of indigna- 
tion, that the wretched landlord, dreading the 
confequence of their wrath, implored pardon in 
the moft abject manner, begging with many fup- 
plications, that he might have the pleafure of 
lodging them at his own charge. ‘This was a 
favour which he with great difficulty obtained ; 
they chid him feverely for his impofition, ex- 
horted him to have more regard for his own con- 
fcience, as well as for the convenience of his 
guefts; and cautioning him in particular touching. 
his behaviour to the gentlemen of the army, 
mounted their horfes, and rode off in great ftate, 
Jeaving him very thankful for having fo fucceff- 
fully appeafed the choler of two officers, who 
wanted either inclination or ability to pay their 
bill: for experience had taught him to be ap- 
prehenfive of all fuch travellers, who commonly 
Jay the landlord ‘under contribution, by way of 
atonement for the extravagance of his demands, 


even after he has profeffed his willingnefs to en- 


tertain them on their own terms, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. LIV. 


Peregrine moralizes upon their behavicur, which is 
condemned by the doctor, and defended by the go- 
vernor. They arrive in fafety at Lifle, dine at 
an ordinary, vifit the citadel. The phifician 
guarrels with a North-Briton, tho is put in 


arrefi, . . 7 


HESE honourable adventurers being gone, 

Peregrine, who was prefent during the 
tranfaction, informed himfelf of the particulars 
from the mouth of the inn-keeper himfelf, who 
took God and the faints to witnefs, that he 
fhould have been a lofer by their cuftom, even if 
the bill h.d been paid; becaufe he was on his | 
guard again{t their objections, and had charged. 
every article at an under price: but fuch was 
the authority of officers in Fiance, that he durft 
not difpute the leatt circumtance of their will; 
for had the cafe come under the cognizance of 
the magiftrate, he muft in cour’ have fuffered 
by the maxims of their government, which never 
f.il to abet the onpreffion oi the army; and be- 
fides, run the rifque of incurring their future re- 
fentment, which woud be fufScient to ruin him 
from top to bottom. 

Our hero boiled with indienation at this in- 
ftance of injufice and arbitrary power; and turn- 
ing to his governor, afked if this too was a proof 
of the happinefs enjoyed by the French prople. 
Jolrer replicd, that e.ery human conttitution 
muft in fome things be imperfect 5 and owned, 
that in this kinedom gentlemen were more ccun- 
tenanced than the vulgar, becaufe it was to be pre- 
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fumed, that their own fentiments of honour and 
fuperior qualifications, would entitle them to this 
preheminence, which had alfo a retrofpective 
view to the merit of their anceftors, in confide- 
ration of which they were at firft ennobled: but 
he affirmed, that the inn-keeper had mifrepre- 
fented the magiftracy, which in France never 
failed to punifh flagrant outrages and abufe, with- 

out refpect of perfons. | 
The painter approved of the wifdom of the 
French government,-in bridling the infolence of 
the mob, by which, he affured them, he had 
often fuffered in his own perfon; having been 
often befpattered by hackney-coachmen, juftled 
by draymen and porters, and reviled in the moft 
opprobrious terms by the watermen of London, 
where he had once loft his bag, and a confiderable 
quantity of hair, which had been cut off by 
fume rafcal in his paffage through Ludgate, during 
the lord mayor’s proceffion. On the other hand, 
the doctor with great warmth alledged, that thofe 
officers ought to fuffer death, or banifhment at 
Jeaft, for having plundered the people in this 
manner, which was fo impudent and barefaced, 
as plainly to prove they were certain of efcaping 
with impunity, and that they were old offenders 
in the fame degree of delinquency. He faid, 
that the greateft man in Athens would have been 
condemned to perpetual exile, and feen his eftate 
confifcated for public ufe, had he dared in fuch 
a licentious manner to violate the rights of a fel- 
low-citizen: and as for the little affronts to 
which a man may be fubject, from the petulance 
of the multitude, he looked upon them as glo- 
slous indications of liberty, which ought not to 
be repreficd, and would at any time Rejoice 
2 d 
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find himfelf overthrown in a kennel by the info- 
lence of a fon of freedom, even though the fall 
fhould co!t him a limb: adding, by way of il- 
luftration, that the greateft pleafure he ever en- 
joyed, was in feeing a duman wilfully overturn 
a gentleman’s coach, in which two ladies were 
bruifed, even to the danger of their lives. Pallet, 
fhocked at the extravagance of this declaration, 
‘< If that be the cafe (faid he) I wifh you may 
fee every bone in your body broke, by the firft 
carman you meet in the ftreets of London.” 
This argument being difcuffed, and the reck- 
ening difcharged without any deduction, although 
the landlord, in ftating the articles, had an eye 
to the lofs he had fuftained by his own country~ 
men, they departed from Arras, and arrived in 
fafety at Lifle, about two o’clock in the after- 
noon. 7 
They had fcarce taken pofleffion of their Icdg- 
ings, in a large hotel on the Grande Place, when 
the inn-keeper gave them to underftand, that 
he kept an ordinary below, which was frequented 
by feveral Englifh gentlemen who refided in 
town, ard that dinner was then upon the table. 
Peregrine, who feized all opportunities of ob- 
ferving new characters, perfuaded his company 
to dine in public; and they were accordingly 
conducted to the place, where they found a 
mixture of Scotch and Dutch officers, wha 
had come from Holland to learn their exercifes 
at the academy, and fome gentlemen in the 
French fervice, who were upon garifon-duty in, 
the citadel. Among thefe laft was a perfon about 
the age of fifty, of a remarkably genteel air 
and polite addrefs, dignified with a Maltefe crofs,. 
and diftinguifhed by -the particular veneration 


of all thofe who knew him. When he under- 
G6 flood 


as 
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ftood that Pickle and -his friends were travellers, 
he accofted the youth in Englith, which he fpoke 
tolerably well; and as they were ftrangers, of- 
fered to attend them in the afternoon to all the 
places worth feeing in Lifle. Our hero thanked 
him for his excefs of politenefs, which (he faid) 
was peculiar to the French nation; and ftruck 
with his engaging appearance, induftrioufly court- 
ed his converfation, in the courfe of which he 
learnt, that this chevalier was a man of good 
fenfe and great experience, that he was perfectly 
well acquainted with the greateft part of Europe, 
had lived fome years in England, and was no 
ftranger’ to the conftitution and genius of that 
people. 


Having dined, and drank to the healths of the — 


Enelifh and French kings, two Fiacres were 
called, in one of which the knight, with one of 
his companions, the governor and Peregrine 
feated themfelves, the other being occupied by 
the phyfician, Pallet, and two Scottifh officers, 
who propofed to accomrany them in their circuit. 
The firft place they vifited was the citadel, round 
the ramparts of which they walked, under the 
conduct of the knight, who explamed with great 
accuracy the intention of every particular fortifi- 
cation belonging to that feemingly impregnable 
fortrefs ; and when they had fatisfied their cu- 
ricfity, took coach again, in order to view the 
arfenal, which ftands in another quarter of the 


town: but, juft as Pickle’s carriage had crofled- 


the Promenade, he heard his own namé bawled 
aloud by the painter ; and ordering the Fiacre to 


ftop, faw Pallet with one half of his body thruft: 
ovt at the window of the other coach, crying 


with a terrified look, ** Mr, Pickle, Mr, Pickle, 
se for 
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©¢ for the love of God! halt, and prevent blood- 
fhed, elfe here will be carnage and cutting of 
throats.’? Peregrine, furprized at this exclama- 
tion, immediately alighted, and advancing to 
the other vehicle, found one of their military 
companions ftanding upon the ground, at the fur- 
ther fide of the coach, with his fword drawn, 
and fury in his countenance; and the phyfician, 
with a quivering lip and haggard afpect, ttruggling 
with the other, who had interpofed in the quarrel, 
and detained him in his place. 

Our young gentleman, upon inquiry, found 
that this animofity had fprung from a difpute that 
happened upon the ramparts, touching the ftreneth 


of the fortification, which the doctor, according 


to cuftom, undervalued, becaufe it was a me- 
dern work ; faying, that by the help of the mi- 
litary engines ufed among the ancienes, and a’ 
few thoufands of pioneers, he would engage to 
take it in lefs than ten days after he fhould ft 
down before it. The North-Briton, who was 
as great a pedant as the phyfician; having ftudied 
fortification, and made himfelf mafter of Crefur’s 
Commentaries and Polybius, with the obferva- 
tions of Folard, affirmed, that all the methods 
of befiezine practifed by the ancients, would be 
utterly ineffectual againft fuch a plan as that of 
the citadel of Lifle; and began to compzre the 
Vinew, Acveres, Arietes, Scorpiones and Cata- 
pultze of the Romans, with the trenches, mines, 
batteries and mortars ufed in the pre‘ent art of 
war. The republican, finding himle.f attacked’ 
upon what he thought his ftrong fide, fummoned 
all his learning to his aid; and defcribinz the fa- 
mous fiege of Platea, happened to mifquote a 


paflage of Thucydides, in which he was cor-. 
rected 


cd 
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rected by the other, who having been educated 
for the church, was alfo a connoifleur in the 
Greck language. The doctor, incenfed at being 
detected in fuch a blunder, in prefence of Pallet, 
-who (he knew) would promulgate his fhame, 
told the officer, with great arrogance, that his 
objeGtion was frivolous, and that he muft not 
pretend to difpute on thefe matters with one who 
had confidered them with the utmoft accuracy 
and care. His antagonift, piqued at this fuper- 
cilious infinuation, replied with great heat, that 
for ought he knew, the doctor might be a very 
expert apothecary, but that in the art of war, 
and knowledge in the Greek tongue, he was no 
other than an ignorant pretender, ‘This affeve- 
ration produced an anfwer full of virulence, in- 
cluding a national refleQion upon the foldier’s 
country; and the contention rofe to mutual 
abufe, when it was fupprefled by the admoni- 
tions of the other two, who begged they would 
not expofe themfelves in a ftrange place, but be- 
have themfelves like fellow-fubjeéts and friends. 
They accordingly ceafed reviling each other, and 
the affair was feemingly forgot; but, after they 
. had refumed their places in the coach, the pain- 
ter unfortunately afked the meaning of the 
word Tortoife, which he had heard them men- 
tion among the Roman implements of war. 
This queftion was anfwered by the phyfician, 
who defcribed the nature of this expedient fo 
little to the fatisfaction of the officer, that he 
contradicted him flatly, in the midft of his expla- 
Nation; a circumftance which provoked the re- 
publican to fuch a digree, that in the temerity 
of his paffion, he uttered the epithet impertinent 
JSeundrel s which was no fooner pronounced 
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than the Caledonian made manual application 
to his nofe, and leaping out of the coach, ftood 
waiting for him on the plain; while he (the 
phyfician) made feeble efforts to join him, 
being eafily retained by the other foldier ; and 
Pallet, dreading the confequence in which he him- 
felf might be involved, bellowed aloud for pre- 
vention. 

Our hero endéavoured to quiet the commo- 
tion, by reprefenting to the Scot, that he had 
already taken fatisfaction for the injury he had 
received ; and telling the doctor, that he had de- 
ferved the chaftifement which was inflicted upon 
him: but the officer (encouraged perhaps by the . 
confufion of his antagonift) infifted upon his afk- 
ing pardon for what he had faid ; and the doctor, 
believing himfelf under the protection of his friend 
Pickle, far from agreeing to fuch conceflion, 
breathed nothing but defiance and revenge: fo 
that the chevalier, in order to prevent mifchief, 
put the foldier under arreft, and fent him to his 
lodgings, under the care of the other French. 
gentleman and his own companion; they being 
alfo accompanied by Mr. Jolter, who having 
formerly feen all the curiofities of Lifle, willingly 
furrendered his place to the phyfician. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LV. 


Pickle engages with a knight of Malta, in a con- 
verfation upon the Englith ffage, which is fol- 
lowed by a differtation on the theatres of the an- 
cients, by the dsétor. 


i HE ret of the company proceeded to the 
-arfenal, which having viewed, together 
with fome remarkable churches, they, in their 
return, went to the comedy, and faw the Cid of 
Corneille tolerably well teprefented. In confe- 
quence of this entertainment, the difcourfe at 
fupper turned upon dramatic performances; and 
all*the objections of Monf. de Scudery to the 
piece they had feen acted, together with the de- 
cifion of the French academy, were canvafled 
and difcufled. “Ihe knight was a man of letters 
and tafte, and particularly well acquainted with 
the ftute of the Enelith ftege; fo that when the 
pamter boldly pronounced fentence againft the 
French manner of actinz, on the ftreneth of 
having frequented a Coveni-Garden club ef cri- 
ticks, and been often admitted by virtue of an 
order, into the pit; a comparifon immediately 
enfved, not between the authors, but the actors 
of both nations, to whem the chevalier and Pe- 
rezrine were no ftrangers. Our hero, like a 
good Enclifhman, made no feruple of giving the 
preference to the performers of his own ¢ untry, 
who, he alledged, obeved the genuine impuilts 
of nature, in exhibiting the paffions of the human 
mind; and entered fo warmly into the fpirit of 
their feveral parts, that they often fancied them- 
{elves the very heroes they reprefented, Whercas, 
the 
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the action of the Parifian players, even in their 
moft interefting characters, was generally fuch 
an extravagance in voice and gefture, as is no 
where to be obferved but on the ftage. To 
illuftrate this affertion, he availed himfelf of his 
talent, and mimicked the manner and voice of all | 
the principal performersy male and female, be- 
longing to the French comedy ; to the admira- 
tion of the chevalier, who having complimented 
him upon this furprifing modulation, begged leave 
to diffent in fome particulars from the opinion he 
had avowed. ‘** That you have gcod actors in 
England, (faid he) it would be unjuft and abturd 
in me to deny; your theatre is adorned by one 
woman, whole fenfidility and fweetnefs of, voice 
is fuch as I have never obferved on any other 
ftage ; fhe has, befides, an elegance of perfon' 
and expreffion of features, that wonderfully adapt: 
her for the moft engaging characters of your beft. 
plays ; and I muft freely own that I have been 
as highly delighted, and as deeply affected, by a 
Monimia and Belvidera at London, as ever I 
was by a Cornelia and Cleopatra at Paris. You. 
can, moreover, boaft of feveral comic actors wha 
are perfect mafters of buffoonery and grimace ; 
though, to be free with you, I think, in thefe 
qualifications you are excelled by the players of 
Amfterdam: neither are you deftitute of thofe,. 
who, with a good deal of cultivation, might ac- 
quire fome degree of exceilence in the reprefenta- 
tion of tragic characters: but I fhall never ceafe 
to wonder that the Englifh, who are certainly a 
fenfible and difcerning people fhould be fo much 
infatuated, as to applaud and carefs with the moft 
extravagant approbation, not to fay adoration and 
regard, one or two graciofo’s, who, I a Gh 
eo) 
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bold to fay, would fcarce be able to earn their 
bread by their talents, on any other theatre under 
the fun. I have feen one of thefe, in the cele- 
brated part of Richard the third, which, I be- 
lieve, is not a character of ridicule, follicit and 
triumph in the laugh of the audience, during the 
beft part of a fcene in which the author has re-~ 

efented that prince as an object of abhorrence. 

have obferved the fame perfon in the character 
of Hamlet, fhake his fift with all the demonftra- 
tions of wrath at his miftrefs, for no evident 
caufe, and behave like a ruffan to his own moe 
ther. Shocked at fuch want of dignity and deco- 
rum in a prince, who feemed the favourite of the 
people, I condemned the genius that produced 
him, but, upen a fecond perufal of the play, 
transferred my cenfure to the actor, who, in my 
opinion, had egregioufly miftaken the meaning 


of the poet. At a junCture, when his whole foul 


ought to be alarmed with terror and amazement, 
and all his attention engrofled by the dreadful 
_obje&t in view, I mean that of his friend whom 
he had murthered ; he expreffes no paffion but 
that of indignation againft a drinking glafs, 
which he violently dafhes in pieces on the floor, 
as if he had perceived a fpider in his wine 5 nay, 
while his eyes are fixed upon the ground, he ftarts 
at the image of a dagger which he pretends to fee 
above his head, as if the pavement was a looking- 
glafs that reprefented it by reflexion: and at one 
time, I faw him walk a-crofs the ftage, and lend 
an inferior character a box on the ear, after he 
had with great wrath pronounced ‘* Take thou 
that,” or fome equivalent exclamation, at the 
other end of the fcene. He reprefents the grief 
ef an hero, by the tears and manner of a whin- 
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ing {chool-boy, and perverts the genteel deport- 
ment of a gentleman, into the idle buffoonery of 
a miferable tobacconift; his whole art is no other 
than a fucceffion of frantic vociferation, fuch as 
I have heard in the cells of Bedlam, a flownefs, 
hefitation and oppreffion of fpeech, as if he was 
troubled with an afthma, convulfive ftartings, 
and a ductility of features, fuited to the moft ex- 
travagant tranfitions. In a word, he is bleffed 
with a diftin@ voice, and a great fhare of vivas 
city; but in point of feeling, judgment, and 
grace, is, in mv opinion, altogether defeétive. 
Not to mention his impropriety in drefs, which 
is fo abfurd, that he acts the part of a youthful 
prince, in the habit of an undertaker, and exhi- 
bits the gay, fafhionable Lothario, in the appear- 
ance of a mountebank. I beg pardon for treating 
this darling of the Englifh with fo little cere- 
mony; and to convince you of my candour, 
frankly confefs, that notwithftanding all I have 
faid, he is qualified to make a confiderable figure 
in the low characters of humour, which are fo 
much relifhed by a London audience, if he could 
be prevailed upon to abate of that monftrous bur- 
le{que, which is an outrage againft nature and 
common fenfe. As for his competitor in fame, 
with an equal fhare of capacity, he is inferior to 
him in perfonal agility, fprightlinefs and voice. 
His utterance is a continual fing fong, like the 
chanting of vefpers, and his action refembles that 
of heaving ballaft into the hold of a fhip. In his 
outward deportment, he feems to have confounded 
the ideas of dignity and infolence of mien, acts 
the crafty, cool, defigning Crookback, asa loud, 
fhallow, bluftering Hector ; in the charaCter of 
the mild patriot Brutus, lofes all temper and de- 
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corum3 nay, fo ridiculous is the behaviour of 
him and Caffius at their interview, that fetting 
foot to foot, and grinning at each other, with 
the afpect of two coblers enraged, they thruft 
their left fides together, with repeated fhocks, 
that the hilts of their fwords may clafh for the 
entertainment of the audience ; asif they werea 
couple of Merry Andrews, endeavouring to raife 


the laugh of the vulgar, on fome feaffold at Bar-’ 


tholomew Fair. ‘the defpair of a great man 
who falls a facrifice to the infernal practices 
of a fubtle traitor, that enjoyed his confi- 
dence, this Englifh AZfopus reprefents, by beat- 


ing his own forehead, and bellowing like a bull ;' 


and indeed, in almoft all his moft interefting 
{cenes, performs fuch ftrange fhakings of the 
head, and other antic gefticulations, that when 
I firft faw him ad, I imagined the poor man 
laboured under that paralytical diforder, which 
is known by the name of St. Vitus’s dance. 
In fhort, he feems to be a ftranger to the more 
refined fenfations of ‘the foul, confequently his 
expreffion is of the vulgar kind, and he muft 
often fink under the idea of the poet; fo that he 
has recourfe to fuch violence of affected agitation, 


as impofes upon the undifcerning fpectator, but. 


to the eye of tafte, evinces him a meer player 


of that clafs whom your admired Shakefpear juttly’ 
compares to nature’s journeymen tearing a paffion' 
to rags. Yet this man, in fpite of all thefe abfur- 
dities, is an admirable Falftaff, exhibits the cha-- 
racter of the eighth Henry to the life, is reafon-- 


ably applauded in the Plain Dealer, excels in the 


part of Sir John Brute, and would-be équat to 


many humorous fituations in low comedy, which 
his 
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his pride will not allow him to undertake. I 
fhiuld not have been fo fevere upon thefe rivals, 
had not I feen them extolled by their partizans, 
with the moft ridiculous and fulfome maniteftazion 
of praifey even in thofe very circum{tances 
wherein (as I have obferved) they chiefly failed.” 
Pickle, not a little piqued to hear the quali- 
fications of the two moft celebrated ators in 
England treatcd with fuch freedom and difre- 
{pect, anfwered with fome afperity, that the che- 
valier was a true critick, more induftrious in ob- 
ferving the blemifhes than in acknowledging the 
excellence of thofe who fell under his examination. 
It was not to be fuppofed that one actor could 
fhine equally in all chara@tcrs; and though his 
obfervations were undoubtedly very judicious, he 
himfelf could not help wondering that fome of 
them had always efcaped his notice, though he 
had been an affiduous frequenter of the playhoufe, 
‘<< The two players in queftion, faid he, have, 
in your own opinion, a confiderable fhare of me- 
rit in the characters of comic life ; and as to the 
manners of the great perfonages in tragedy, and 
the operation of the grand paffions of the foul, I 
apprehend, they may be varioufly reprefented, 
according to the various compiexion and culti- 
vation of different men. A Spaniard, for exam- 
ple, though impelled by the fame paffion, will 
exprefs it very differently from a Frenchman ; 
and what is looked upon as graceful vivacity and 
addrefs by the one, would be confidcred as im- 
pertinence and foppery by the other: nay, fo op- 
pofite is your common deportment from that of 
fome other nations, that one of your own coun- 
trymen, in the relation of his travels cree 
3 rae 
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that the Perfians even of this age, when they fee 
any man perform unneceflary geftures, fay he. 
is either a fool ora Frenchman. The ftandard 
of demeanour being thus unfettled, a Turk, a 
Moor, an Indian, or inhabitant of any country, 
whofe cuftoms and drefs are widely different from 
ours, may in his fentiments, poffefs all the dignity 
of the human heart, and be infpired by the no= 
bleft paffion that animates the foul, and yet ex- 
cite the laughter rather than the refpect of an 
European fpectator. 

When I firft beheld your famous Parifian ftage- 
heroine, in one of her principal parts, her atti- 
tudes feemed fo violent, and fhe toffed her arms 
around with fuch extravagance, that fhe put me 
in mind of a windmill under the agitation of a 
hard gale; while her voice and features exhibited 
the lively reprefentation of an Englifh fcold. The 
action of your favourite male-performer was, in 
my opinion, equally unnatural; he appeared with 
the affected airs of a dancing-mafter; at the mott 
pathetic junctures of his fate, he lifted up his 
hands above his head, like a tumbler going to 
vault, and fpoke as if his throat had been ob- 
ftructed by an hair-brufh; yet, when I compared 
their manners with thofe of the people before 
whom they performed, and made allowance for 
that exaggeration which obtains on all theatres, I 
was infenfibly reconciled to their method of per- 
formance, and could diftinguifh abundance of me- 
rit beneath that oddity of appearance.”’ 

The chevalier perceiving Peregrine a little irri- 
tated at what he had faid, afked pardon for the 
liberty he had taken, in cenfuring the Englifh 
players, affuring him that he had an infinite vene- 
ration for the Britith learning, genius and tafte, 

which 
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which were fo juftly diftinguifhed in the world of 
letters ; and that notwithftanding the feverity of 
his criticifm, he thought the theatre of London 
much better fupplied with actors than that of 
Paris. The:young gentleman thanked him for 
his polite condefcenfion, at which Pallet exulted, 
ying with a fhake of the head, ‘* I believe fo 

» Monfieur ;”? and the phyfician, impatient of 
the difpute in which he had bore no fhare, ob- 
ferved with a fupercilious air, that the modern 
ftage was altogether beneath the notice of one 
who had an idea of ancient magnificence and 
execution; that plays ought to be exhibited at 
the expence of the ftate, as thofe of Sophocles 
were by the Athenians; and that proper judges — 
fhould be appointed for receiving or reje&ting all 
fuch performances as are offered to the public. 

He then defcribed the theatre at Rome, which 
contained eighty thoufand fpectators, gave them 
a learned difquifition into the nature of the Per- 
fona, or mafk,worn by the Roman ators, which, 
he faid, was a machine that covered the whole 
head, furnifhed on the infide with a brazen con-. 
cavity, that, by reverberating the found as it if- 
fued from the mouth, raifed the voice, fo as ta 
render it audible to fuch an extended audience. 
He explained the difference. between the Saltator 
and Declamator, one of whom acted, while the 
other rehearfed the part; and from thence took 
occafion to mention the perfeCtion of their pan- 
tomimes, who were fo amazingly diftin& in the 
exercife of their art, that a certain prince of 
Pontus being at the court of Nero, and feeing 
one of them reprefent a ftory, begged him of the 
emperor, in order to employ him as an interpreter 
among barbarous nations, whofe language be oe 

no 
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not underftand. Nay, divers cynic philofopherss 
who had condemned this entertainment unfeens 
when they chanced to be eye-witnefles of their 
admirable dexterity, exprefled their forrow for 
having fo long debarred themfelves of fuch ra- 
tional enjoyment. 

He diilented, however, from the opinion of 
Peregrine, who, as a proof of their excellence 
had advanced, that fome of the Englifh actors 
fancied themfelves the very thing they reprefented, 
and recounted a ftory from Lucian, of a certain 
celebrated pantomime, who in acting the part of 
Ajax in his frenzy, was tranfported into a real fit 
of delirium, during which he tore to-pieces the 
cloaths of that aétor who ftalked before him, 


beating the ftage with iron fhoes, in order to in- . 


creafe the noife, fnatched an inftrument from 
one of the muficians, and broke it over the head 
of him who reprefented Ulyftes; and running 
to the confular. bench, miftook a couple of fe- 
nators for the fheep which were to be flain. The 
audience applauded him to the fkies ; but fo con- 
{cious was the mimic of his own extravagance, 
when he recovered the ule of hisreafon, that he 
aQually fell fick with mortification; and being 
afterwards defired to re-act the piece, flatly re- 
fufed to appear in any fuch character, fayinz, 
that the fhorteft follies were the beft, and that it 
was fufficient for him to have been a madman 
once in his life. 


‘ CHAP, 
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CHAP. LVI. 


An adventure happens to Pipes, in confequence of - 
which he is difmiffed from Peregrine’s fervice. 
The whole company fet out fir Ghent in the Di- 
ligence. Our hero is captivated by a lady in 
that carriage; interefis her fpiritual director in 
his behalf. 


HE doétor being fairly engaged on the fub- 

ject of the ancients, would have proceeded 
the Lord knows how far, without hefitation, had 
not he been interrupted by the arrival of Mr. 
Jolter, who in great confufion told them, that 
Pipes having affronted a foldier, was then fur- 
rounded in the ftreet, and would certainly be put 
to death, if fome perfon of authority did not im- 
mediately interpofe in his behalf. 

Peregrine no fooner learn’d the danger of his 
trufty fquire, than fnatching up his {word, he ran 
down ftairs, and was foilowed by the Chevalier, 
intreating him to leave the affuir to his manage- 
ment. Within ten yards of the door they found 
Tom with his back to a wall, defending himfelt 
manfully with a mopftick againft the aflault of 
three or four foldiers, who at fight of the Maltefe 
crofs defifted from the attack, and were taken 
into cuftody by order of the knight. One of 
the agegreflors being an Irifhman, begged to be 
heard with great importunity, before he fhould 
be fent to the guard; and by the mediation of 
Pickle, was accordingly brought into the Hotel, 
with his companions, all three bearing upon their 
heads and faces evident marks of their adver- — 
fary’s prowefs and dexterity. The fpokefman 

Vou, H, H being 


146 The ADVENTURES of 


being confronted with Pipes, informed the com- | 


pany, that having by accident met with Mr. Pipes, 
whom he confidered as his countryman, though 
fortune had difpofed of them in different fervices, 
he invited him to drink a glafs of wine ; and ac- 
cordingly carried him to a Cabaret, where he in- 
troduced him to his comrades ; but in the courfe 
of the converfation, which turned upon the 
power and greatnefs of the kings of France and 
England, Mr. Pipes had been pleafed to treat 
his Moft Chriftian Majefty with great difrefpe& ; 
and when he (the entertainer) expoftulated with 
him in a friendly manner about his impolite be- 
haviour, obferving, that he being in the French 
fervice, would be under the neceflity of refenting 
his abufe, if he did not put a ftop to it before the 
other gentlemen of the cloth fhould comprehend 
his meaning, he had fet them all three at de- 
fiance, difhonoured him in particular with the 
opprobrious epithet of rebel to bis native king and 
country, and even drank~-(in broken French) to 
the perdition of Lewis and all his adherents ! 
that compelled by this outragious condud, he, 
as the perfon who had recommended him to their 
fociety, had, in vindication of his own character, 
demanded fatisfaction of the delinquent, who on 
pretence of fetching a fword, had gone to his 
lodging, from whence he all of a fudden fallied 
upon them with the mopftick; which he em- 
ployed in the annoyance of them all without di- 
ftinction, fo that they were obliged to draw in 
their own defence. 


Pipes being queftioned by his mafter, with re- } 


gard to the truth of this account, owned that 
every circumftance was juftly reprefented ; fay- 
ing, he did not value their cheefe-toafters a pinch 

of 
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of oakum; and that if the gentlemen had not 
fhot in betwixt them, he would have trimmed 
them to fuch a tune, that they fhoyld not have 
had a whole yard to fquare. Peregrine repri- 
manded him fharply for his unmannerly beha- 
viour, and infifted upon his afking pardon of thofe 
he had injured, upon the fpot. But no confide- 
ration was efficacious enough to produce fuch con- 
ceffion ; to this command he was both deaf and 
dumb, 4nd the repeated threats of his mafter had 
no more effect than if they had been addreffed 
toa marble flatue. At length, our hero incenfed 
at his obftinacy, ftarted up, and would have 
chaftifed him with manual operation, had not he 
been prevented by the Chevalier, who found 
means to moderate his indignation fo far, that he 
contented himfelf with difmiffing the offender 
from his fervice; and after having obtained, the 
difcharge of the prifoners, gave them a Louis to 
drink, by way of recompence for the difgrace and 
damage they had fuftained. . 

_ The Knight perceiving our young gentleman 
very much ruffled at this accident, and reflecting 
upon the extraordinary deportment and appear- 
ance of his valet, whofe hair had by this time 
adopted a grizzled hue, imagined he was fome 
favourite domeftic, who had grown grey in the 
fervice of his mafter’s family, and that, of con- 
fequence, he was uneafy at the facrifice he had 
made. Swayed by this conjecture, he earneftly 
follicited in his behalf; but all he could obtain, 
wes a promife of re-admitting him into favour on 
the terms already propofed, or at leaft on condi- 
tion that he fhould make his acknowledgment to 
the Chevalier, for his want of reverence and re- 
{pect for the French monarch, 

H.z Upon 
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Upon this condefcenfion, the culprit was called 
up ftairs, and made acquainted with the mitiga- 
tion of his fate; upon which he faid, he would 
down on his marrow-bones to his own matter, 
but would be damn’d before he would afk pardon 
of e’er a Frenchman in Chriftendom. Pickle, 
exafperated at this blunt declaration, ordered him 
out of his prefence, and charged him never to ap- 
pear before his face again; while. the officer in 
vain e ed all his influence and addrefs to ap- 
peafe his refentment, and about midnight took 
_ his leave, with marks of mortification at his want 
of fuccefs. 

Next day the company agreed to travel through 
Flanders in the Diligence, by the advice of Pe- 
yegrinc, who was not without hope of meeting 
with fome adventure or amufement in that car- 
riage ; and Jolter took care to fecure places for 
them ali, it being refolved that the valet de 
chambre and the doctor’s man fhould attend the 
vehicle on horfeback; and as for the forlorn 
Pipes, he was left to reap the fruits of lis own 
ftubborn difpofition, notwithftanding the united 
efforts of the whole triumvirate, who endea- 
voured to procure his pardon. 

Every previous meafure being thus taken, they 
fet out from Lifle about fix in the morning, and 
found themfelves in the company of a female ad- 
venturer, a very handfome young Jady, aCapuchin, 
and a Rotterdam Jew. Our young gentleman 
being the firft of this fociety that entered, fur- 
veyed the ftrangers with an attentive eye, and 
feated himfelf immediately behind the beautiful 
unknown, who at once attracted his attention. 
Pallet feeing another lady uninengaged, in imita- 
tion of his friend, took pofleffion of her neigh- 
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bourhood ; the phyfician paired with the prieft, 
and Jolter fat down by the Jew. 

The machine. had not proceeded many fur- 
longs, when Pickle accofting the fair incognita, 
congratulated himfelf upon his happinefs, in be- 
ing the fellow-traveller of fo charming a lady. 
She, without the leaft referve or affectation, 
thanked him for bis compliment, and replied with 
a fprightly air, that now they were embarked in 
one common bottom, they muft club their en- 
deavours to make one another as happy as the 
nature of their fituation would permit them to 
be. Encouraged by this frank intimation, and 
captivated by her fine black eycs and eafy beha- 
viour, he attached himfelf to her from that mo- 
ment; and in a little time the converfation be- 
came fo particular, that the Capuchin thought 
proper to interfere in the difcourfe, in fucha 
manner as gave the youth to underftand, that 
he was there on purpofe to fuperintend her con- 
du&t. He was doubly rejoiced at this difcovery, 
in confequence of which he hoped to profit in his 
addreffes, not only by the young lady’s reftraint, 
that never fails to operate in behalf of the lover, 
but alfo by the corruptibility of her guardian, 
whom he did not doubt of rendering propitious 
to his caufe. Flufhed with thefe expectations, 
he behaved with uncommon complacency to the 
father, who was charmed with the affability of 
his carriage, and on the faith of his generofity 
abated of his vigilance fo much, that our hero 
carried on his fuit without further moleftation ; 
while the painter, in figns and loud burfts of 
laughter, converfed with his Dulcinea, who was 
perfectly well verfed u thefe fimple expeion 
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of fatisfaQion, and had already found means to 
make a dangerous invafion upon his heart. 

Nor were the governor and phyfician unem- 
ployed, while their friends interefted themfelves 
in this agreeable manner. Jolter no fooner per- 
ceived the Hollander was a Jew, than he entered 
into an inveftigation of the Hebrew tongue, in 
which he was a connoifleur; and the doctor at 
the fame time attacked the Mendicant on the ri- 
ciculous maxims of his order, together with the 


impofitions of prieft-craft in general, which (he. 


obferved) prevail fo much among thofe who pro- 
fefs the Roman Catholic religion. | 

Thus coupled, each committee enjoyed their 
own converfaticn apart, without any danger of 
encroachment’; and all were fo intent upon their 
feveral topics, that they fearce allowed them- 
felves a fmall interval in viewing the defolation of 
Nlenin,-:as they paffed through that ruined fron- 
ticr. About tweive o’clock they arrived at Cour- 
tray, where the horfes are alwajs changed, and 
the company halt an hour for refrefhment. Here 
Peregrine handed his charmer into an apartment, 
where fhe was joined by the other lady ; and on 
pretence of fee:ng fome of the churches in town, 
put himfelf under the direction of the Capuchin, 
trom whom he learn’d, that the young lady was 
wife to a French gentleman, to whom fhe had 


‘been married about a year, and that fhe was now 


on her journey to vifit her mother, who lived in 
Bruffels, and who at that time laboured under a 
lingering diftemper, which, in all probability, 
would foon put a period to her life. He then 
Jaunched out in praife of her daughter’s virtue 
and Conjugal affe€tion ; and Jaftly told him, that 
he washer father confeffor, and pitched upon to 

be 
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be her. conductor through Flanders, by her huf- 
band, who, as well as his wife, placed the ut- 
moft confidence in his prudence and integrity. 
Pickle eafily comprehended the meaning of 
this infinuation, and took the hint accordingly. 
He tickled the prieft’s vanity with extraordinary 
encomiums upon the difinterefted principles of his 
order, which were detached from all wor!dly pur- 
fuits, and altogether devoted to the eternal fal- 
vation of mankind. He applauded their patience, 
humility and learning, and lavifked a world of 
praife upon their talent in preaching, which (he 
faid) hid more than once operated fo powerfuliv 
upon him, that had he not been reflrained by 
‘certain confiderations which he could not poffibly. 
-wave, he fhould have embraced their tenets, and 
-begg’d admiffion into their fraternity ; but, as the 
.circumftances of his fate would not permit him 
to take fuch a falutary meafure for the prefent, 
-he intreated the good father to accept a {mall to- 
‘ken. of his love and refpect, for the benefit of 
that convent to which he belonged. So faying, 
he pulled out a purfe of ten guineas, which the 
Capuchin obferving, turned his head another way, 
and lifting up his arm, difplayed a pocket almoft 
as high as his collar-bone, in which he depofited 
the money. 
This proof of affection for the order produced 
a fudden and furprifing effe€t upon the friar. In 
-the tranfport of his zeal he wrung this femi-con- 
vert’s hand, fhowered a thoufand. benedictions 
upon his head, and exhorted him, with the tears 
flowing from his eyes, to perfect the great work 
which the finger of God had begun in his heart 5 
and as an iuftance of his concern for the welfare 
of his precious foul, the holy brother prone 
4 . 
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recommend him ftrenuoufly to the pious admont- 
tions of the young woman under his care, who 
was a perfect faint upon earth, and endued with 


the peculiar gift of mollifying the hearts of ob-— 
durate finners. ‘** O father! (cried the hypocri- _ 


tical projector, who by this time perceived that 
his money was not thrown away) if I could be 
favoured but for one half hour with the private 
inftructions of that infpired devotee, my mind 
prefages, that I fhould bea ftray’d theep brought 
back into the fold, and that I fhould find eafy en- 
trance at the gates of heaven! ‘There is fome- 
thing fupernatural in her afpeét ; I gaze upon her 
with the moft pious fervor, and my whole foul 
is agitated with tumults of hope and defpair !”’ 
Having pronounced this rhapfody with tranfport 
half natural and half affected, the prieft affured 
him, that thefe were operations of the fpirit, 
which muft not be repreffed ; and comforted him 
with the hope of enjoying the blefled interview 
which he defired, protefting, that as far as his 
influence extended, his wifh fhould be that very 
evening indulged. The gracious pupil thanked 
him for his benevolent concern, which he fwore 
fhould not be fquandered upon an ungrateful ob- 
ject; and the reft of the company interrupting 
the converfation, they returned in a body to the 
inn, where they dined all together ; and the ladies 
were perfuaded to be our hero’s guefts. 

As the fubjects on which they had been en- 
gaged before dinner were not exhaufted, each 
brace refumed their former theme, when they 
were replaced in the Diligence. The painter’s 


miftrefs finifhed her conqueft, by exerting her_ 


{kill in the art of ogling, accompanied by fre- 
quent bewitching fighs, and fome tender French 
fongs 
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fongs that fhe fung with fuch pathetic expref- 
fion, as quite melted the refolution of Pallet, and 
utterly fubdued his affection : and he, to convince 
her of the importance of her victory, gave a {pe- 
cimen of his own talents, by entertaining her 
with that celebrated Englifh ditty, the burthea 
of which begins with, The pigs they lie with thew 
arfes bare. 


CHAP. LVI. 


He makes fome progrefs in her affections; is tne 
terrupted by a difpute between Jolter anda Jew 5 
appeafes the wrath of the Capuchin, who pro- 
cures for him an interview with his fair en- 


fraver, in which he finds bimfelf deceived.| 


Eregrine, mean while, employed all his in- 
finuation and addrefs in practifing upon the 


- heart of the Capuchin’s fair charge. He had long 


ago declared his paffion, not in the fuperficial 
manner of a French gallant, but with all the 
ardor of an enthufiaft. He had languifhed, vow’d, 
flattered, kifs’d her hand by ftealth, and had no 
reafon to complain of his reception. ‘Though 
by a man of a lefs fanguine difpofition, her par- 
ticular complaifance would have been deemed 
equivocal, and perhaps nothing more than the ef- _ 
fect of French breeding and conftitutional vi- 
vacity ; he gave his own qualifications credit for 
the whole, and with thefe fentiments carried on 
sthe attack with fuch unabating vigour, that fhe 
was actually prevailed upon to accept a ring, 
which he prefented as a token of his efteem; and 
every thing proceeded in a moft profperous train, 
when they were difturbed by the governor and 
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Ifraelite, who in the heat of difputation raifed 
their voices, and poured forth fuch effufions of 
gutturals, as fet our Jover’s teeth on edge. ‘As 
they fpoke in a language unknown to every one 
jn the carriage but themfelves, and looked at 
each other with mutual animofity and rancour, 
Peregrine defired to know the caufe of their con- 
tention. Upon which, Jolter exclaimed in a fu- 
rious tone, ‘* This learned Levite, forfooth, has 
the impudence to tell me, that I don’t underftand 
Hebrew; and affirms, that the word Benoni fig- 
nifies child of joy ; whereas I can prove, and in- 
deed have already faid enough to convince any 
. reafonable man, that in the Septuagint it is rightly 
tranflated into fon of my forrow. Having thus 
explained himfelf to his pupil, he turned to the 
prieft, with intention to appeal to his determina- 
tion ; but the Jew pulled him by the fleeve with 
great eagerne(s, faying, ‘* For the love of God 
be quiet, the Capuchin will difcover who we are!” 
Jolter, offended at this conjunétien, ecchoed 
‘© Who we are!” with great emphafis ; and re- 
peating nes poma natamus, a{ked ironically, to 
which of the Tribes the Jew thought he belonged? 
The Levite, affronted at his comparing him to a 
ball of horfe-dung, replied with a moft fignifi- 
cant grin, ** To the tribe of Iffachar.”? And 
his antagonift, taking the advantage of his un- 
_ willingnefs to be known by the friar, and prompted 
by revenge for the freedom he had ufed, an- 
fwered in the French language, that the judg- 
ment of Gd was ftill manifeft upon their whole 
race, not only in their being in the ftate of exiles 
from their native land, but alfo in the fpite of 
their hearts and pravity of their difpofitions,. 
which demonftrate them, to be the genuine off- 
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‘fpring of thofe who crucified the Saviour of the 
world. 

His expeCtation was, however, defeated; the 
prieft himfelf was too deeply engaged, to attend 
to the debates of other people. ‘The phyfician, 
in the pride and infolence of his learning, had 
undertaken to difplay the abfurdity of the. Chri- 
ftian faith; having already (as he thought) con- 
futed the Capuchin, touching the points of belief 
in which the Roman Catholics differ from the reft 
of the world. But, not contented with the ima- 
gined victory he had gained, he began to ftrike 
at the fundamentals of religion; and the father, 
with incredible forbearance, fuffered him to make 
very free with the doctrine of the ‘Trinity: but, 
when he levelled the fhafts of his ridicule at the 
immaculate conception of the Bleffed Virgin, the 
good man’s patience forfook him, his eyes feemed 
to kindle with indignation, he trembled in every 
joint, and uttered with a loud voice, * You are 
an abominable I will not call thee heretic, 
for thou art worfe (if poffible) thana Jew; you 
deferve to be inclofed in a furnace feven times 
heated, and I have a good mind to lodge an in- 
formation againft you with the governor of 
Ghent, that you may be apprehended and pu- 
nifhed as an impious blafphemer.” 

_ This menace operated like a charm upon alk 
prefeat. The doctor was confounded, the go- 
vernor difmayed, the Levite’s teeth chattered, 
the painter was aftonifhed at the general confu- 
fion, the caufe of which he could not compre- 
hend; and Pickle himfelf, nota little alarmed, 
was obiized to ufe all his intereft and eMiduity 
in appeafing this fon of the church, who at 
dength, in conhideration of the fricndih p he ee 
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fefled for the young gentleman, confented to for- 
give what had pafled, but abfolutely refufed to fie 
in conta& with fuch a profane wretch, whom he 
looked upon as a fiend of darknefs, fent by the 
enemy of mankind to poifon the minds of weak 
people; fo that, after having croffed himfelf, 
and muttered certain exorcifms, he infifted upon 
the doctor’s changing places with the Jew, who 
approached the offended ecclefiaftic in an agony 
of fear. 

_ Matters being thus compromifed, the conver- 
fation flowed in a more general channel ; and 
without the intervention of any other accident, 
or bone of contention, the carriage arrived at the 
city of Ghent about feven in the evening ; and 
fupper being befpoke for the whole company, our 
- adventurer and his friends went out to take’a fu- 
perficial view of the place, leaving his new mi- 
ftrefs to the pious exhortations of her confeflor, 
whom (as we have already obferved) he had fe- 
cured in his intereft. This zealous mediator 
{poke fo warmly in his commendation, and in- 
terefted her con{cience fo much in the affair, that 
fhe could not refufe her he'ping hand to the great 
work of his converfion, and promifed to grant 
the interview he defired. | 


This agreeable picce of intelligence, which — 


the Capuchin communicated to Peregrine at his 
return, elevated his fpirits to fuch a degree, that 
he fhone at {upper with uncommon brilliance, in 
a thoufand fallies of wit and pleafantry, to the 
admiration and delight of all prefent, efpecially 
of his fair Fleming, who feemed quite captivated 

‘by- his perfon and behaviour. 
’ The evening being thus fpent to the fatisfac- 
‘tion of all parties, the company broke up, and 
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retired to their feveral apartments, when our lover, 
to his unfpeakable mortification, learnt that the 
two ladies were obliged to lie in the fame room, 
all the other chambers of the inn being preoccu- 
pied. When he imparted this difficulty to the prieft, 
that charitable father, who was very fruitful in 
expedients, aflured him, that his fpiritual con- 
cerns fhould not be obftru@ed by fuch a flender 
- impediment ; and accordingly availed himfelf of 
his prerogative, by going into his daughter’s 
chamber when fhe was almoft undrefled, and 
leading her into his own, on pretence of admi-. 
niftring falutary food for her foul. Having 
brought the two votaries together, he prayed for 
fuccefs to the operations of grace, and left them 
to their mutual meditations, after having conjured 
them in the moft folemn manner to let no im- 
pure fentiments, or temptations of the flefh, in- 
terfere with the hallowed defign of their meeting. 
The reverend interceflor being gone, and the 
door faftened on the infide, the pfeudo-convert, 
tranfported with his paffion, threw himfelf at his 
Amanda’s feet; and begging fhe would fpare him 
the tedious form of addrefles, which the nature 
of their interview would not permit him to ob- 
ferve, began with all the impetuofity of love to 
profit by the occafion. But, whether fhe was 
difpleafed at the intrepidity and affurance of his 
behaviour, thinking herfelf intitled to more court- 
fhip and refpeét, or was really better fortified 
‘with chaftity than he or his procurer had fup- 
pofed her to be; certain it is, fhe exprefled re- 
fentment and furprize at his boldnefs and pre- 
fumption, and upbraided him with having im- 
pofed upon the charity of the friar. The young 


gentleman was really as much aftonifhed at = 
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rebuff, as fhe pretended to be at his declaration, 
and earneftly intreated her to confider how pre- 
cious the moments were, and for once facrifice 
fuperfluous ceremony, to the happinefs of one 
- who adored her with fuch a flame, as could not 

fail to confume his vitals, if fhe would not deign 
to blefs him with her favour. Yet, notwithftand- 
ing all his tears, vows and fupplications, his per- 
fonal accomplifhments and the tempting oppor- 


tunity, all that he could obtain, was an acknow- | 


‘ledgment of his having made an impreffion upon 
her heart, which fhe hoped the dictates of her 
duty would enable her to erafe. ‘This confeffion 
he confidered as a delicate confent; and obeying 
‘the impulfe of his love, fnatched her up in his 
arms, with intention of feizing that which fhe 
declined to give; when this French Lucretia, 
‘unable to defend her virtue any other way, 
fcreamed aloud; and the Capuchin, fetting his 
fhoulder to the door, burit it open, and entered 
in an affected extafy of amazement. He lifted 
up his hands and eyes, and pretended to be thun- 
der{truck at the difcovery he had made; then, in 
broken exclamations, profeffed his horror at the 
wicked intention of our hero, who had covered 
fuch a damnable fcheme with the mafk of religion. 
In fhort, he performed his cue with fuch.dexte- 
rity, that the lady believing him in earneft, 
bege’d he would forgive the {tranger, on account 
of his youth and education, which had been tainted 
by the errors of herefy ; and he was on thefe 
confiderations content to accept the fubmiffion of 
our hero, who, far from renouncing his expec- 
tations, notwithftanding this mortifying repulfe, 
confided fo much in his own talents, and the con- 
fefon which his miftrefs had mate, that he re- 

fulved 
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folved to make another effort, to which nothing 
could have prompted him but the utmoft turbu- 
lence of unruly defire. | 


CHAP. LVI. 


He makes another effort towards the accomplifoment 
of his wifh, which ts pofiponed by a ftrange ac- 
cident. 


E directed his valet de chambre, who was 
H a thorough-paced pimp, to kindle fome 
raw in the yard, and then pafs by the door of 
her apartment, crying with a loud voice that the 
houfe wason fire. ‘This alarm brought both la- 
dies out of their chamber in a moment, and Pe- 
reprine taking the advantage of their running to 
the ftreet door, entered the room and concealed 
himfelf under a large table that ftood in an unob- 
ferved corner. The nymphs, as foon as they 
underftood the caufe of his Mercury’s fuppofed 
affright, returned to their apartment, and having 
faid their prayers, undrefled themfelves and went 
to bed. This fcene, which fell under the obfer- 
vation of Pickle, did not at all contribute to the 
cooling of his concupifcence, but on the contrary, 
infamed him to fuch a degree, that he could 
{carce reftrain his impatience, until by her fnor- 
ing, heconcluded the fellow-lodger of his Amanda 
was afleep. This welcome note no fooner fa- 
lured his ears, than he crept to his charmer’s bed- 
fide, and placing himfelf on his knees, gently Jaid 
hold on her white hand, and prefled it to his lips. 
She had juft begun to clofe her eyes, and enjoy 
the agreeable oppreffion of flumber, when fhe. 


was roufed by this rape, at which fhe ftarted, 
pro- 
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pronouncing in a tone of furprize and difmay, 
‘© My God! who’s that ?”? The lover, with the 
moft infinuating humility, befought her to hear 
him; vowing that his intention in approaching 
her thus, was not to violate the laws of decency, 
or that indelible efteem which fhe had engraven 
on his heart; but to manifeft his forrow and 
contrition for the-umbrage he had given, to pour 
forth the overflowings of his foul, and tell her 
that he neither could nor would furvive her dif- 
pleafure. ‘Thefe and many more pathetic pro- 
teftations, accompanied with fighs and tears, and 
other expreffions of genuine grief, which our 
hero had at command, could not fail to melt the 
tender heart of the amiable Fleming, already pre- 
pofleffed in favour of his qualifications. She fym- 
pathized fo much with his affliGtion, as to weep 
in her turn, when fhe reprefented the impoffibi- 
lity of her rewarding his paffion; and he feizing 
the favourable moment, reinforced his follicita- 
tions with fuch irrefiftible tranfports, that her re- 
folution gave way, fhe began to breathe quick and 
deep, expreffed her fear of being overheard by 
the other lady, and with an ejaculation of ** O 
heavens! I’m undone:” fuffered herfelf, after a 
faint ftruggle, to be overpowered by her admirer, 
who made a lodgment upon the covered way of 
her bed, under the curtain of the counterfcarp ; 
and in all probability, would have in a few mo- 
ments made himfelf mafter of the place; when 


her honour was fecured for the prefent, by a _ 


ftrange fort of knocking upon the wainfcot, at 
the other end of the room, hard by the bed in 
_ which the female adventurer lay. Surprifed at 
this circumftance which interrupted our affailant’s 
operations, the lady begged him for heaven’s fake to 
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retreat, elfe her reputation would be ruined for 
ever: but when he reprefented to her, that her 
character would run a much greater rifk, if he 
fhould be detected in withdrawing, fhe confented 
with great trepidation to his ftay, and they liftened 
‘in filence to the fequel of the noife that alarmed ~ 
them. This was no other than an expedient of 
the painter, to awaken his Dulcinea, with whom 
he had made an affignation, or at leaft inter- 
changed fuch fignals as he thought amounted to a 
firm appointment. His nymph being difturbed 
in her firft fleep, immediately underftood the 
found, and true to the agreement, rofe, and un- 
bolting the door as foftly as poffible, gave him 
admittance, leaving it open for his more commo- 
dious retreat. | 

While this happy gallant was employed in dif- 
engaging himfelf from the difhabille in which he - 
had entered, the Capuchin fufpecting that Pere- 
grine would make another attempt upon his 
charge, had crept filently to the apartment, in 
order to reconnoitre, left the adventure fhould be 
atchieved without his knowledge ; a circumftance 
that would deprive him of the profits he might 
expect from his privity and concurrence. Finding 
the door unlatched, his fufpicion was confirmed, 
and he made no fcruple of creeping into the 
chamber on all-four; fo that the painter having 
ftript himfelf to the fhirt, in groping about for- 
his Dulcinea’s bed, chanced to lay his hand upon 
the fhaven crown of the father’s head, which by 
a circular motion, the prieft began to turn round 
in his grafp, like a ball in a focket, to the fur- 
prize and confternation of poor Pallet, who hav- 
ing neither penetration to comprehend the cafe, 


nor refolution to withdraw his fingers from this 
| _ ftrange 
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ftrange object of his touch, ftood {weating in the 
dark, and vented ejaculations with great devotion, 
till the friar tired with this exercife, and the pain- 
ful pofture in which he ftooped, raifed himfelf 
gradually upon his feet, heaving up at the fame 
time the hand of the painter, whofe terror and 
amazement increafed to fuch a degree at this un- 
accountable elevation, that his faculties began to 
fail; and his palm in the confufion of his fright 
fiiding over the prieft’s forehead, one of his fin- 
gers happened to flip into his mouth, and was 
immediately fecured between the Capuchin’s teeth, 
with as firm a fixure, as if it had been {crewed in 
a blackfmith’s vice. The painter was fo much 
difordered by this fudden fnap, which tortured him 
to the bone, that forgetting all other confidera- 
tions, he roared aloud, ** Murder! fire! a trap, 
a trap! help, chriftians, for the love of God help!”’ 
Our hero confounded by thefe exclamations, 
which he knew would foon fill the room with 
Apectators, and incenfed at his own martifyin; 

difappointment, was obliged to quit the antafied 
banquet, and approaching the caufe of his mis- 
fortune, juft as his tormentor had thought proper 
to releafe his finger, difcharged fuch a hearty flap 
between his fhoulders, as brought him to the 
‘ground with hideous bellowing, then retiring un- 
perceived, to his own chamber, was one of the 
firft who returned with a light, on pretence of 
having been alarmed with his cries. The Ca- 
puchin had taken the fame precaution, and fol- 
lowed Peregrine into the room, pronouncing Be- 


nedicite, and croffing himfelf with many marks 


of aftonifhment ; and the phyfician and Jolter 
,appearing at the fame time, the unfortunate 
painter was found lying naked on the floor, in 

all 
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all the agony of horror and difmay, blowing up- 
on his left hand, that hung dangling from the el- 
bow, like a boy who had burnt his fingers, in 
attempting to fnatch roafted chefnuts from the 
fire. The circumftance of his being found in 
that apartment, and the attitude of his affliction, 
which was extremely ridiculous, provoked the 
doctor to a fmile, and produced a fmall relaxa- 
tion in the feverity of the governor’s counte- 
nance; while Pickle, teftifying furprize and con- 
cern, lifted him from the ground, and enquired 
into the caufe of his prefent fituation. Having, 
after fome recollection, and fruitlefs endeavours 
to fpeak, recovered the ufe of his tongue, he 
told them that the houfe was certainly haunted 
by evil fpirits, by which he had been conveyed 
{he knew not how) into that apartment, and 
afflicted with all the tortures of hell; that’one 
of them had made itfelf fenfible to his feeling, in 
the fhape of a round ball of fmooth flefh, that 
turned round under his hand, like an aftrono- 
mer’s globe, and then rifing up to a furprifing 
height, was converted into a machine that laid 
hold on his finger, by a fnap, and having pinned 
him to the f{pot, ic continued for fome moments 
in unf{peakable agony, till at laft the engine feem- 
ed to melt away from his finger, and he received 
a fudden thwack upon his fhoulders, as if dif- 
charged by the arm of a giant, which overthrew 
him in an inftant upon the floor. The prieft 
hearing this {trange account, pulled out of one 
of his pouches a piece of confecrated candle, 
which he lighted immediately, and muttered cer- 
tain myftcrious conjurations. Jolter, imagining 
that Pallet was drunk, fhook his head, faying, 


he belicved the fpirit was no where but in his 
own 
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own brain. The phyfician, for once, conde- 
fcended to be a wag, and looking towards one of 
the beds, obferved, that in his opinion, the 
painter had been mifled by the flefh, and not by 
the fpirit. The fair Fleming lay in filent afto- 
nifhment and affright ; and her fellow-lodger, in 
order to acquit herfelf of all fufpicion, exclaimed 
with incredible volubility, againft the author of 
this uproar, who (fhe did not-doubt) had con- 
cealed himfelf in the apartment, with a view of 


_ perpetrating fome wicked attempt upon her pre- 


{ 


cious virtue, and was punifhed and prevented by 
the immediate interpofition of heaven. Ather de- 
fire, therefore, and the earneft follicitation of the 
other lady, he was conducted to his own bed, 
and the chamber being evacuated, they locked 
their door, fully refolved to admit no more vifi- 
tants for that night: while Peregrine, mad with 
feeing the delicious morfel, {natched (as it were) 
from his very lip, ftalked through the paflage, 
like a ghoft, in hopes of finding fome opportu- 
nity of re-entering, till the day beginning to 


break, he was obliged to retire, curfing the ideo- 


tical conduct of the painter, which had fo un- 
luckily interfered with bis delight, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LIX. 


They depart from Ghent. _Our hero engages ina 
political difpute with hig. mifire{s, whom he of- 
fends, and pacifies with fubmiffion. He prace 
tifes an expedient to detain the carriage at Aloft, 
and confirms the prieft in bis intereft. 


EXT day, about one o’clock, after hav- 
| ing feen every thing remarkable in town, 
and been prefent at the execution of two youths, 
who were hanged for ravifhing a whore, they 
took their departure from Ghent, in the fame 
carriage which had brought them thither ; and 
the converfation turning upon the punifhment 
they had feen inflicted, the Flemifh beauty ex- 
prefled great fympathy and eompaffion for the 
unhappy fufferers, who (as fhe had been inform- 
ed) had fallen victims to the malice of the accu- 
fer. Her fentiments were efpoufed by all the 
company, except the French lady of pleafure, 
who, thinking the credit of the fifterhood con- 
cerned in the affair, bitterly inveighed againft 
the profligacy of the age, and particularly the 
bafe and villainous attempts of man, upon the 
chaftity of the weaker fex ; faying, with a look 
of indignation directed to the painter, that for 
her own part, fhe fhould never be able to manir 
feft the acknowledgment fhe owed to providence, 
for having protected ‘her, laft night, from the 
wicked aims of unbridled luft. ‘This obfervation 
introduced a feries of jokes, at the expence of 
Pallet, who hung his ears, and fat with a filent 
air of dejection, fearing that through the male- 


volence of the phyfician, his adventure might 
reach 
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reach the ears of his wife. Indeed, though we 
have made fhift to explain the whole tranfaction 
to the reader, it was an inextricable myftery to 
every individual in the diligence; becaufe the 
part which was acted by the Capuchin, was 
known to himfelf alone; and even he was ut- 
terly ignorant of Pickle’s being concerned in the 
affair ; fo that the greateft fhare of the painter’s 
fufferings were fuppofed to be the exaggerations 
of his own extravagant imagination. ; 

In the midft of their difcourfe on this extraor- 
dinary fubjeét, the driver told them, that they 
were now on the very fpot where a detachment 
of the allied army had been intercepted and cut 
off by the French; and {topping the vehicle, en- 
tertained them with a local defcription of the 
battle of Melle. Upon this occafion, the Flemith 
lady, who fince her marriage had become a keen 
partizan for the French, gave a minute detail of 
all the circumftances, as they had been repre- 
fented to her by her hufband’s brother, who was 
in the a€tion; and this account, which funk the 
number of the French to fixteen, and raifed that 
of the allies to twenty thoufand men, was fo dif- 
agreeable to truth, as well as to the laudable 
partiality of Peregrine, that he ventured to con- 
tradiét her affertions, and a fierce difpute com- 
menced, that not only regarded the prefent que- 
“ftion, but alfo comprehended all the battles in 
which the duke of Marlborough had commanded 
againft Lewis the fourteenth. In the courfe of 
thefe debates, fhe divefted that great general of 
all the glory he had acquired, by affirming, that 
every victory he gained, was purpofely loft by 
the French generals, in order to bring the fchemes 
of madam de Maintenon into difcredit ; and as a 


par- 
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particular inftance, alledged that while the citadel 


of Lifle was befieged, Lewis faid, in prefence of 
the Dauphin, that if the allies fhould be obliged to 
raife the fiege, he would immediately declare his 
marriage with that lady ; upon which, the fon 
fent private orders to marfhal Boufflers to furren- 
der the place. This ftrange allegation was fup- 
ported by the affeveratiors of the prieft and the 
courtezan, and admitted as truth by the gover- 
nor, who pretended to have heard it from good | 
authority : while the doCtor fat neutral, asone_ . 
who thought it fcandalous to know the hiftory of 
fuch modern events; and the Ifraelite, being a 
true Dutchman, lifted himfelf under the banners 
of our hero, who in attempting to demonftrate 
the abfurdity and improbability of what they had 
advanced, raifed fuch a hue and cry againft him- 
felf, and being infenfibly heated in the alterca- 
tion, irritated his Amanda to fuch a degree, that 
her charming eyes kindled with fury, and he faw 
great reafon to think, that if he did not fall upon 
fome method to deprecate her wrath, fhe would 
in a twinkling facrifice all her efteem for him, 
to her own zeal for the glory of the French na- 
tion. Swayed by this apprehenfion, his ardour 
cooled by degrees, and he infenfibly detached 
himfelf from the argument, leaving the whole 
care of fupporting it on the Jew, who finding 
himfelf deferted, was fain to yeild at difcretion ; 
fo that the French remained mafters of the field, 
and their young heroine reftumed her good hu- 
mour. And let the circumftances of this conten- 
tion warn the reader, againft all difputes with fe- 
male politicians ; unlefs ‘he is defirous of incur- 
ing their animofity and implacable refentment 3 
for, in matters of ftate, they are all, to a wo- 
I mans 


168 The ADVENTURES of 


man, enthufiafts, who believe that all thofe whe 
differ from them in opinion, are in a ftate of re- 


probation; and, far from laying any ftrefs upon — 


probability, in the articles of their faith, like be- 
Jievers of another clafs, difdainfully reje& the 
evidence of reafon, and truft to the revelation of 

their own fancy. Ha, 
Our hero having therefore prudently fubmit- 
ed to the fuperior intelligence of his fair en- 
flaver, began to be harrafled with the fears of 
_ Jofing her for ever, upon their arrival at Bruffels, 
and fet his invention at work, to contrive fome 
means of indemnifying himfelf for his affiduities, 
prefents, and the difappointment he had already 
undergone, before they fhould reach that city : 
on pretence of enjoying a freer air, he mounted 
the box, and employed his elocution and gene- 
rofity with fuch fuccefs, that the driver under- 
took to difable the Diligence from proceeding 
beyond the town of Aloft for that day ; and in 
confequence of his promife, gently overturned it, 
when they were about a mile fhort of that bait- 
ing place. He had taken his meafures fo dif- 
crectly, that this accident was attended with no 
other inconvenience than a fit of fear, that took 
poffeffion of the ladies, and the neceffity to which 
they were reduced, by the declaration of the 
coachman, who, upon examining the carriage, 
aflured the company that the axle-tree had given 
way, and advifed them to walk forward to the 
inn, while he would jog after them at a flow 
pace, and do his endeavour that the damage 
fhould be immediately repaired. Peregrine pre- 
tended to be very much concerned at what had 
happened, and even curfed the driver for his in- 
advertency, exprefling infinite impatience to be 
at 
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at Bruffels, and wifhing that this misfortune 
might not detain them another night upon the 
road ; but when his underftapper, according to 
his inftru€tions, came afterwards to the inn, and 
gave them to underftand, that the workman he 
had employed, could not poffibly refit the ma- 
chine in lefs than fix hours, the crafty youth af- 
fefted to lofe all temper, ftormed at his emif- 
fary, whom he reviled in the moft opprobious 
terms, and threatened to cane for his mifcondudt. 
‘The fellow protefted, with great humility, that 
their being overturned was owing to the failure 
of the axle-tree, and not to his want of care or 
dexterity in driving; though rather than be 
thought the caufe of incommoding him, he would 
inquire for a poft-chaife, in which he might de- 
part for Bruffels immediately. ‘This expedient 
Pickle rejected, unlefs the whole company could 
be accommodated in the fame manner; and he 
had been previoufly informed by the driver, that 
the town could not furnifh more than one ve-.— 
hicle of that furt. His governor, who was quite’ 
ignorant of his fcheme, reprefented that once 
night would focn be paffed, and exhorted him to 
bear this {mall difappointment with a good grace, 
efpecially as the houfe feemed to be well pro- 
vided for their entertainment, and the company 
fo much difpofed to be fociable. ‘The Capuchin, ’ 
who had found his account in cultivating the ac- 
quaintance of the young ftranger, was not ill- 
pleafed at this event, which might, by protraét- . 
ing the term cf their intercourfe, yield him fome 
opportunity of profiting ftill further by his libe-- 
rality: he therefore joined Mr. Jolter in his ad- — 
monitions, congratulating himfelf upon the pro- 
fpect of enjoying his converfation a little longer 
Vou. ll, I than 
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than he had expected ; and our young gentleman 
received a compliment to the fame purpofe from 
the Hebrew, who had that day exercifed his gal- 
lantry upon the French coquette, and was not 
without hope of reaping the fruits of his atten- 
tion, his rival, the painter, being quite difgraced 
and dejeéted by the adventure of laft night. As 
for the doctor, he was too much engrofled in the 
contemplation of his own importance, to intereft 
himfelf in the affair, or its confequences, further 
than by obferving, that the European powers 
ought to eftablith public games, like thofe that 
gvere celebrated of old in Ciccce 3 in which cafe, 
every ftate would be fupplied with fuch dextrous 
charioteers, as could drive a machine at full 
fpeed, within a hair’s breadth of a precipice, with- 
out any danger of its being overthrown. Peregrine 
could not help yielding to their remonftrances, 
and united complaifance, for which he thanked 
them in very polite terms, and his paflion feem- 
ing to fubfide, propofed that they fhould amufe 
themfelves in walking round the ramparts, with 
a view of enjoying fome private converfation 
with his admired Fleming, who had this whole 
day behaved with remarkable referve. The 
propofal being embraced, he (as ufual) handed 
her into the ftreet, and took all ‘opportunities of 
promoting ‘his fuit ; but they were attended fo 
clofely by her father confeffor, that he forefaw it 
would be impra@icable to accomplifh his aim, 
without the connivance of that ecclefiaftick, 
which he was obliged to purchafe with another 
purfe, that he see and was accepted as a 
charitable atonement for his criminal behayiour 
during the interview which the friar had pro- 
cured for the good of his foul. This benefaction 

was 
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was no fooner made, than the pious mendicant 
edged off by little and Jittle, till he joined the 
reft of the company, leaving his generous patron 
at full liberty to profecute his purpofe. It is not 
to be doubted that our adventurer made a good 
ufe of this occafion: ‘he practifed a thoufand 
flowers of rhetoric, and aCtually exhaufted his 
whole addrefs, in perfuading her to have com- 
paffion upon his mifery, and indulge him with 
another private audience, without which he 
fhould run diftraéted, and be guilty of extrava- 
gancies, which, in the humanity of her difpofi- 
tion, fhe would weep to fee. But, inftead of 
complying with his requeft, fhe chid him feverely 
for his prefumption, in perfecuting her with his 
vicieus addreffes ; and affured him, that although 
fhe had fecured a chamber for herfelf in this 
place, becaufe fhe had no ambition to be better 
acquainted with the other lady, he would be in 
the wrong to difturb her with another nocturnal 
vifit; for fhe was determined to deny him ad- 
mittance. Vhe lover was comforted by this 
hint, which he underftood in the true accepta- 
tion, and his paflion being inflamed by the obfta- 
cles he had met with in this intrigue, his heart 
beat high with the profpect of poffeffion. Thefe 
raptures of expectation produced an inquietude, 
which difabled him from bearing that fhare of 
the converfation for which he ufed to be diftin- 
guifhed. His behaviour at fupper was a viciffi- 
tude of ftartings, and reveries; and the Capu- 
chin imputing this diforder to a fecond repulfe 
from his charge, began to be invaded with the 
apprehenfion of being obliged to refund, and in 
a whifper forbad our hero to defpair. 


Tack CHAP. 
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CHAP. LX. 


The French coquet entraps the heart of the Jew, 
againft whom Pallet enters into a confpiracy 3 by 
which Peregrine 1s again difappointed, and the 
Hebrew’s incontinence expofed. 


Ean while the French fyren, baulked in 

her defign upon her Englifh.cully, who 

was {o eafily difheartened, and bung his ears in 
manifeft defpondence, rather than run the rifque 
of making a voyage that fhould be altogether un- 
profitable, refolved to praétife her charms upon 
the Dutch merchant ; and had already made fuch 
innovation upon his heart, that he cultivated 
her with peculiar complacency, gazed upon her 
with a moft libidinous ftare, and unbended his 
afpect into a grin that was truly Ifraelitifh. The 
painter faw, and was offended at this correfpon- 
dence, which he confidered as an infult upon his 
misfortune, as well as an evident preference of 
his rival; and, confcious of his own timidity, 
fwallowed an extraordinary glafs, that his inven- 
tion might be ftimulated, and his refolution 
raifed to the contrivance and execution of fome 
{cheme of revenge. ‘The wine, however, failed 
in the expected effe€t, and without inspiring him, 
with the plan, ferved only to quicken his ‘elite 
of vengeance; fo that he communicated his pur- 
pofe to his friend Peregrine, and begged the af- 
fiftance of his imagination ; but our young gen- 
tleman was too intent upon his own affair,. to 
mind the concerns of any other perfon, agd.he- 
de-lining to be engaged in the projedt, Pallet had 
re:ourfe to the genius of Pickle’s valet de cham- 
aa ¢ bre, 
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bre, who readily embarked in the undertaking, 
and invented a plan, which was executed accord- 
ingly. : : 

The evening being pretty far advanced, and 
the company feparated into their refpective apart- 
ments, Pickle repaired, in all the impatience of 
youth and defire, to the chamber of his charmer, 
and finding the door unbolted, entered in a 
tranfport of joy. By the light of the moon, 
which fhone through the window, he was con- 
ducted to her bed, which. he approached in the 
utmoft agitation, and perceiving her to all ap- 
pearance afleep, eflayed to wake her with a 
gentle “kifs ; but this method proved ineffectual, 
becaufe fhe was determined to fave herfelf the 
contfufion of being an accomplice in his guile. 
He repeated the application, murmured a moft 
pafionate falutation in her ear, and took fuch 
other gentle methods of fignifying his prefence, 
as perfuaded him that fhe was refolved to ficep, 
in fpite of all his endeavours: flufhed with this 
agreeable fuppofition, he locked the door, in 
order to prevent interruption, ard ftealing him- 
felf under the cloaths, fet fortune at defhance, 
while he held the fair ‘creature circled in his 
arms. 
~ Neverthelefs, near as he fcemed to be to the 
happy acctomplifhmeht of his defire, his hope 
~ wag again fruftrated by a fearful noife, which in 
a moment waked his Amanda in a fright, and 
for the prefent engaged all his attention: hig 
valet dé chambre, whom Pallet had conful:ed ag 
a confederate: in‘his revenge againft the lady of 
plcafure and her Jewith gallant, had hired of cer- 
tain Bohemians, who chanced to lodge at the 
inn, a jack-afs adorned with bells, which, when 
| I-33 every 
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every body was retired to reft, and the Hebrew 
fuppofed to be bedded with his miftrefs, they led 
up-itairs into a long thoroughfare, from which 
the chambers were detached on each fide; and 
the painter, perceiving the lady’s door a-jar, ac- 
cording to his expectation, mounted this animal, 
with intention to ride into the room, and difturb 
the lovers in the midft of their mutual endear- 
ments; but the afs, true to his kind, finding 
himfelf beftrid by an unknown rider, inftead of 
advancing, in obedience to his conductor, re- 
treated backwards to the other end of the paf- 
faze, in fpite of all the efforts of the painter, 
‘who fpurred, and kicked, and pummelled to no 
purpofe. It was the noife of this contention be- 
tween Pallet and the afs, which invaded the ears 
of Peregrine and his miftrefs, neither of whom 
could form the leaft rational conjeQure about the 
caufe of fuch ftrange difturbance, which in- 
‘creafed as the animals approached their apart- 
ment; till, at length, the Bourrique’s retrograde 
motion was obftrudted by their door, which it 
burft open, in a twinkling, with one kick, and 
entered with fuch complicayon of found, as ter- 
rifiec the lady almoft into a fit, and threw her 
lover into an agony of perplexity and confufion. 
The painter, finding himfelf thus violently in- 
truded into the bed-chamber of he knew not 
whom, and dreading the refentment of the pof- 
feflor, who might difcharge a piftol at him, as a 
robber who had broke into his apartment, was 
overwhelined with confternation, and redoubled 
his exertion, to accomplifh a fpeedy retreat, 
{weating all the time with fear, and putting up 
petitions to heaven for his fafety ; but his obftinate 
companion, regardlefs of his fituation, ee ‘as 

ude 
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fubmitting to his condu&, began to turn round 
like a millftone, the united found of his feet and 
bells producing a moft furprifing concert. The 
unfortunate rider, whirled about in this manner, 
would have quitted his feat, and left the beaft to 


-his own amufement, but the rotation was fo ra- 


pid, that the terror of a fevere fall hindered him 
from attempting to difmount, and in the defpe- 
ration of his heart, he feized one of its ears, 
which he pinched fo unmercifully, that the creae 
ture fet up his threat, and brayed aloud. This 
hideous exclamation was no fooner heard by the 
fair Fleming, already chilled with panic, and 
prepared with fuperftition, than, believing her- 


felf vifited by the devil, who was permitted to 


punifh her for her infidelity to the marriage-bed, 
fhe uttered a fearful fcream, and began to repeat 
her paternofter with a loud voice. Her lover, 
finding himfelf under the neceffity of retiring, 
ftarted up, and ftung with the moft violent pangs 


of rage and difappointment, ran directly to the 


{pot from whence this diabolical noife feemed to 
proceed, and encountering the afs, difcharged 
fuch a volley of blows at him and his rider, that 
the creature carried him off at a round trot, and 
they roared in unifon all the way. Having thus 
cleared the room of fuch difagreeable company, 
he went back to his miftrefs, and affuring: her, 
that this was only fome foolifh prank of Pallet 
took his leave, with a promife of returning after 
the quiet of the inn fhould be re-eftablifhed. 

In the mean time the noife of the Bourrique, 
the cries of the paimter, and the lady’s fcream, 
had alarmed the whole houfe; and the afs, in the 
precipitation of his retreat, feeing people with 


lights before him, took fhelter in the apartment 
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for which he was at firft defigned, juft as the 
Levite, arroufed at the uproar, had quitted his 
Dulcinea, and was attempting to recover his own 
chamber, unperceived ; but, feeing himfelf op- 
pofed by fuch an animal, mounted by a tall, 


meagre, Janthorn-jawed figure, half naked, with 


a. white night-cap upon his head, which added to 
the natural palenefs of his complexion, the: Jew 
was forely troubled in mind, and believing it to 
be an apparition of Balaam and his afs, fled back- 
ward with a nimble pace, and crept under the 
bed, wherc he lay concealed. Mr. Jolter, and 
the prieft, who were the foremoft of thofe who 
had been arroufed by the npife, were not un- 
moved when they faw fuch a fpectacle ruth- 
ing into this chamber, from whence the lady of 
pleafure began to fhriek. ‘The governor made a 
full halt, and the Capuchin difcovered no incli- 
nation to proceed. . They were (however) by 
the preflure of the crowd that followed them, 
thruft forward to the door, through which. the 
vifion entered ; and there Jolter, with great ce- 
remony, complimented his reverence with the 
pas, befeeching him to walk in. The mendi- 
cant was too courteous and humble to accept 
this prebheminence, and a very. earnc{t difpute 
enfued ; during which the afs, in the courfe of 
his circuit, fhewed, himfelf and-rider, and in a 
trice decided, the conteit; for, ftruek with this 
fecond glimpfe, both, at one inftant, fpruag 
backward with fuch force, as overturned : their 
next men, who: communicated the impulfe to 
thofe that ftood behind.them, and thefe again to 
others ; fo that the whole. paflage. was ftrewed 
with a'long file of people, that lay ina line, like 
the fequel and dependance of a pack of cards. In 
| the 
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the midft of this havock, our hero returned from 
his own room, with an air of aftonifhment, afk- 
ing the caufe of this uproar, and receiving fuch 
hints of intelligence as Jolter’s confternation 
would permit him. to. give, fnatched the candlc 
cut of his hand, and advanced into the haunted 
chamber without hefitation, being followed by 
all prefent; who broke forth into a long and 
loud peal of laughter, when they perceived the 
ludicrous fource of their difquiet. The painter 
himfelf made an effort to join their mirth, but he 
had been fo harrowed by fear, and fmarted fo 
much with the pain of the difcipline he had re- 
ceived from Pickle, that he could not, with all 
his endeavour, vanquifh the ruefulnefs of his 
countenance; and his attempt ferved only to in- 
creafe the aukwardnefs of his fituation, which 
was not at all .mended by the behaviour of the 
coquette, who, furious with her difappointment, 
flipped on a petticoat and bed-gown, and fpring~ 
ing upon him, like another Hecuba, with her 
nai's, deprived all one fide of his nofe of the fkin, 
and would not have left him an eye to fee thro’, 
if fome of the company had not refcued him 
from her unmerciful talons. Provoked at this 
outrage, 2s. well as by her behaviour to him in 
the Diligence, he publick'y explained his inten- 
tion in entering her chamber in this equipage ; 
and, miffing the Hebrew among the fpectators, 
affured them,. that he mut have abfconded 
fomewhere in the apartment: in confequence of 
this intimation, the room was immediately 
fearched, and the mortified Levite pulled by the 
heels from his lurking. place ;. fo that Pallet had 
the good fortune, at laft, to transfer the laugh 

I5 from 
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from himfelf to his rival, and the French ina- 
morata, who accordingly underwent the ridicule 
of the whole audierice. 


CHAP. LXI.. 


Pallet, endeavouring to unravel the myftery of the 
treatment be had received, falls out of the frying 
pan into the fire. -. 


Everthelefs, Pallet was ftill confounded, 

and chagrined by one confideration, which 
was no other than that of his having been fo 
roughly handled in the chamber, belonging (as 
he found upon enquiry) to the handfome young 
lady, who was under the Capuchin’s direction. 
He recolle&ted, that the door was faft locked, 
when his bea@ burft it open, and he had no rea- 
. fon to believe that any perfon followed him in his 
Irruption : on the other hand, he could not ima- 
fine, that fuch a gentle creature would either 
attempt to. commit, or be able to execute fuch a 
defperate affault as that which his body had fuf- 
tained ; and her demeanor was fo modeft and 
circumfpe€t, that he durft not harbour the leaft 
fufpicion of her virtue. 

Thefe reflexions bewildered him in the laby- 
rinth of thought: he rummaged his whole ima- 
ginatén, endeavouring. to account for what had 
happened; and at length concluded, that either 
Peregrine, or the devil, or both, muft have 
been at the bottom of the whole affair, and de- 
termined, for the fatisfa€tion of his curiofity, to 
_ Watch our hero’s motions, during the remaining 

part of the night, fo narrowly, that his condu&, 
| my fte- 
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myfterious as it was, fhould not be able to elude 
his penetration. 
With thefe fentiments he retired to his own 
room, after the afs had been reftored to the 
right owners, and the prieft had vifited and con- 
firmed his fair ward, who had been almoft dif- 
tracted with fear ; and filence no fooner prevail- 
ed again, than he crawled darkling towards her 
door, and huddled himfelf up in an obfcure cor- 
ner, from whence he might obferve the ingrefs 
or egrefs of any human creaure. He had not 
long remained in this pofture, when, fatigued 
with this adventure, and that of the preceding 
night, bis fagulties were gradually overpowered — 
with flumber, and falling faft afleep, he began 
to fnore like a whole congregation of prefbytes 
rians. The Flemifh beauty, hearing this difcor- 
dant noife in the paflage, began to be afraid of 
fome new alarm, and very prudently bolted her 
door; fo that when her lover wanted to repeat 
his vifit, he wa3 not only furprifed and incenfed 
at this difagreeable ferenade, the author of which 
he did not know ; but when, compelled by his 
paffion, which was by this time wound fo the 
higheft pitch, he ventured to approach the en- 
trance, he had the extreme mortification to find 
himfelf fhut out; and he durft not knock, or 
fignify his prefence in any other manner, on ac- 
count of the lady’s reputation, which would have 
greatly fuffered, had the fnorer been waked by 
his endeavours. Had he known that the perfon 
who thus thwarted his views, was the painter, 
he would have taken fome effe&tual ftep to re- 
move him; but he could not conceive what 
fhould induce Pallet to take up his refidence in 
that corners; nor could 7 ufe the affiftance of a 


. 


light, 
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light, to diftinguifh him, becaufe there was not 
a candle burning in the houfe ; and beftdes, the 
fleeper might: have opened his eyes in the very 
moment of his being detected by Peregrine, who 
would have incurred fufpicion, by appearing, at 
fuch an hour, at that pare of the inn, fo reniote 
from his own bed-chamber. 9° 7 0) 

It is impofble to defcribe the rage and vexa- 
tion of our hero, while he continued thus tanta- 
lized upon the brink of blifs, after his defire had 
been exafperated by the circumftances of his'twe 
former difappointments. He cjaculated a thou- 
fand execra‘iors avainft his own fortune, :curfed 
all his felow-travellers, without ex#eption, vow- 
ed revenge agzainft the painter, who had twice 
tonfounded his moft intereft ng f{cheme, and was ° 
tempted’ to execute immediate venveance upon 
the unknown caufe of his prefert mifaiventure 
In this agonv of diftraction did he fweat two 
whole hours in the paflage, though not without 
fome faint hope of being deliver&®’from his tor- 
mentor, who ‘he imagined) upon waking, would 
undoubtedly fhift his quarcers, and leave the field 
free to his Uefigns ; but when he heard the cock 

repeat his falutation to the morn, which began 
- to‘open on the rear of night, he could no longer 
reftrain h:s indignation, but going to his own 
chamber, filed a bafin wth cold water, ‘and, 
ftanding at fome diftance, difcharged it full in 
the face of the gaping fnorer, who, over and 
above the furprize occafioned by the application, 
was almott fuffocated by the liquor that entered 
his mouth, and ran down into his wind pipe. 
While he gafped like a perfon half drowned, 
without knowing the nature of his difafter, or 
remembring the fituation in which he fell afleep, 

Pe- 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 18: 


Peregrine retired to his own door, and, to his no 
fmall aftonifhment, from along howl that in- 
vaded his ears, learnt that the patient was no 
other than Pallet, who had now, for the third 
time, baulked his good fortune. 

: Enraged at the complicated trefpaffes of this 
unfortunate offender, he rufhed from his apart- 
ment with a: horfe-whip, and encountering the 
painter in his flight, overturned him in the -paf- 
fage, and exercifed the inftrument of his wrath 
with great feverity, on pretence of miftakine 
him for fome prefumptuous cur, which had di- 
fturbed the repofe of the inn; nay, when he 
called aloud for mercy in a fupplicating tone, and 
his chaftifer could no longer pretend to treat hi 
as a quadruped, fuch was the virulence of t 
young gentleman’s indignation, that he could 
not help declaring his fatisfaction, by telling Pallet 
he had richly deferved the punifhment he had un- 
dergone, for his madnefs, folly and impertinence, 
in contriving and executing fuch idle fchemes, as 
had-no other tendency than that of plaguing his 
neighbours. | | 

Pallet protefted with great vehemence, that he 

Was innocent as the child unborn of any inten- 
tion to give umbrage -to any perfon whatever, 
except the Ifraelite and his doxy, who he knew 
had incurred his difpleafure. ‘* But, as God is 
my Saviour! (fatd he) I believe F am perfecuted 
with witchcraft, and begin to think that damn’d 
prieft is an agent of the devil; for he has been 
but two nights in our company, during which I 
have not clofed aneye, but on the contrary have 
been tormented by all the fiends of hell,” Pickle 
peevifhly replied, that his torments had been oc- 


cafioned by his own foolifh imagination; and 
afked 
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afked how he came to howl in that corner, The 
painter, who did not think proper to own the 
truth, faid, that he had been tranfported thither 
by fome preternatural conveyance, and foufed in 
water by an invifible hand: and the youth, in 
hope of profiting by his abfence, advifed him to 
retire immediately to his bed, and by fleep-ftrive 
to comfort his brain, which feemed to be not a 
little difordered by the want of that refrefhment. 
Pallet himfelf began to be very much of the fame 
way of thinking, and in compliance with fuch 
wholefome counfel, betook himfelf to reft, mut- 
tering prayers all the way for the recovery of his 
underftanding. 

Pickle attended him to his chamber, and lock- 
fing him up, put the key in his own pocket, that 
he might not have it in his power to interrupt 
him again: but in his return he was met by Mr. 
Jolter and the doctor, who had been a fecond 
time alarmed by the painter’s cries, and come thi- 
ther to inquire about this new adventure. Half 
frantic with fuch a feries of difappointments, he 
curfed them in his heart for their unfeafonable ap- 

earance; and when they quettioned him about 
allet, told them he had found him ftark flaring 
mad, howling in a corner and wet to the fkin, 
and conducted him to his room, where he was 
now abed. The phyfician hearing this circum- 
ftance, made a merit of his vanity, and under 
pretence of concern for the patient’s welfare, de- 
fired he might have an opportunity of examining 
the fymptoms of his diforder, without lofs -of 
time; alledging, that many difeafes might. have 
been ftifled in the birth, which afterwards baffled 
all the endeavours of the medical art. The young 
gentleman accordingly delivered the key, and 
once 
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ence more withdrew into his own chamber, with 
a view of feizing the firft occafion that fhould 
prefent itfelf of renewing his application to his 
Amanda’s door ; while the doctor, in his way to 
Pallet’s apartment, hinted to the governor his 
fufpicion, that the patient laboured under that 
dreadful fymptom called the hydrophobia, which 
he obferved had fometimes appeared in perfons 
who were not previoufly bit by amad dog. This 
conjeCture he founded upon the howl he uttered 
when he was foufed with water, and began te 
recolle&t certain circumftances of the painter’s 
behaviour for fome day’s paft, which now he 
could plainly perceive had prognofticated fome 
fuch calamity. He then afcribed the diftemper 
to the violent frights he had lately undergone 
affirmed that the affair of the Baftile had made 
fuch a violent incroachment upon his underftand- 
ing, that his manner of thinking and {peaking 
was intirely altered ; and by a theory of his own 
invention, explained the effects of fear upon a 
loofe fyftem of nerves, and demonftrated the 
modus in which the animal fpirits operate upon 
the ideas and power of imagination. 

This difquifition,. which was communicated 
at the painter’s door, might have lafted till break- 
faft, had not Jolter reminded him of his own 
maxim, Venienti occurrite morbo ; upon which he 
put the key to immediate ufe, and they walked 
foftly towards the bed, where the patient lay ex- 
tended at full Jength in the arms of flumber. 
The phyfician took notice of his breathing hard, 
and his mouth being open; and from thefe diag. 
noftics declared, that the liquidum nervofum was 
intimately affected, and the faliva impregnated 
with the fpiculated particles of the virus, howe 

eve 
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ever contracted. This fentence was ftill farther 
confirmed by the ftate of his pulfe, which being 
full and flow, indicated an opprefled circulation, 
from a lofs of elafticity in the propelling arteries 5 
and he propofed, that he fhould immediately 
fuffer a fecond afperfion of water, which would 
not only contribute to the cure, but alfo certify 
them beyond all poffibility of doubt, with regard 
to the ftate of the difecfe: for it would evidently 
appear, from the manner in which he would bear 
the application, whether or not his horror of water 
amounted to a confirmed hydrephobia. Mr. Jolter, 
in compliance with this propofal, began to empty 
a bottle of water, which he found in the room 
in a bafin; when he was interrupted by the pre- 
‘“eriber, who advifed him to ufe the contents of 
the chamber-pot, which being impregnated with 
filt, would operate more effectually than pure 
element. Thus directed, the governor lifted up 
the veflel, which was replete with medicine, and 
with one turn of his hands difcharged the whole 
healing inundation upon the ill-: men’d patient, 
who waking in the utmoft diftraction of horror, 
yelled molt hideoufly, juft at the time when Pe- 
regrine had brought his mittrefs to a parley, and 
entertained hopes of being admitted into her 

chamber. = 
Terrified at this exclamation, fhe inftantly 
broke cff the treaty, befeeching him to retire 
from the docr, that her honour might receive no 
injury from his being found in that place; and 
he had juft enouzh of recollection left to fee the 
neceflity of obeying the order; in conformity. to 
which he retreate!, well nigh deprived’ of bis 
fenfes, and a'moft perfuaded, that fo many unae- 
countable difappointments mult have proceeded 
from 
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from fome fupernatural caufe,. of which the idiot 
Pallet was no more than the involuntary inftru- 

ment. | | 
Mean while, the doctor having afcertained the 
malady of the patient, whofe cries, interrupted 
by frequent fobs and fighs, he interpreted into the 
barking of a dog; having no more falt-water at 
hand, refolved to renew the bath with fuch ma- 
terials as chance would afford, and actually laid 
hold of the bottle and bafin. But by this time, 
the painter had recovered the ufe of his fenfes fo 
well, as to perceive his drift; and ftarting up, 
like a frantic Bedlamite, ran dire@ly to his fword, 
{wearing with many horrid imprecations, that he 
would murder them both immediately, if he 
fhould be hanged before dinner. They did not 
choofe to wait the iffue of his threat, but retired 
with fuch precipitation, that the phyfician had al- 
moft diflocated his fhoulder, by running againtt 
one fide of the entry; and Jolter having pulled 
the door after him, and turned the key, betook 
himfelf to flight, roaring aloud for affiftance. His 
collegue feeing the door fecured, valued himfeif 
upon-his refolution, and exhorted him to return 5 
declaring, that for his own part, he was more 
afraid of the madman’s teeth than of his weapon, 
and admonifhing the governor to re-enter, and 
execute what they had left undone; ‘‘ Go in (faid 
he) without fear or apprehenfion, and if any ac- 
cident fhall happen to you, either from his flaver 
or his fword, I will afift you with my advice, 
which from this ftation I can more coolly and di- 
ftinGly adminifter, than I fhould be able to fup- 
ply, if my ideas were difturbed, or my attention 
engaged in any perfonal concern.” 
} . Jolters 
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Jolter, who could make no objection to the | 


juftnefs of the conclufion, frankly owned, that 
he had no inclination to try the experiment ; ob- 
ferving, that felf prefervation was the firft law 
of nature ; that his connexions with the unhappy 
lunatic were but flight, and that it could not be 
“reafonably expected, that he would run fuch rifks 
for his fervice, as were declined by one who had 
fet out with him from England on the footing of 
acompanion. ‘This infinuation introduced a dif- 
pute upun the nature of benevolence and the 
moral fenfe, which (the republican argued) ex- 
ifted independent of any private confideration, 
and could never be affected by any contingent 
circumftance of time and fortune; while the 
other, who abhorred his principles, aflerted the 
duties and excellence of private friendfhip, with 
infinite rancour of altercation. 

During the hotteft of the argument, they were 
joined by the Capuchin, who being aftonifhed to 
fee them thus virulently engaged at the door, and 
to hear the painter bellowing within the chamber, 
conjured them in the name of God to tell him 
the caufe of that confufion, which had kept the 
whole houfe in continual alarm during the beft 
part of the night, and feemed to be the immediate 
work of the devil and his angels. When the 
governor gave him to underftand, that Pallet was 
vifited with an evil fpirit, he muttered a prayer 
of St. Antonio de Padua, and undertook to cure 
the painter, provided he could be fecured fo as 

‘that he might, without danger to himfelf, burn 
part of a certain relick under his nofe, which he 
affured them was equal to the miraculous power 
of Eleazar’sring. They expreffed great curiofity 
to know what this treafur ; i 

e was; and the prieft 


was. 
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was prevailed upon to tell them in confidence, 
that it was a collection of, the parings of the nails 
belonging to thofe two madmen whom Jefus 
purged of the legion of devils that afterwards en- 
tered the fwine. So faying, he pulled from one 
ef his pockets a {mall box, containing about an 
ounce of the parings of an horfe’s hoof ; at fight 
of which, the governor could not help fmiling, 
on account of the groffnefs of the impofition ; 
and the doctor afked, with a fupercilious fmile, 
whether thofe maniacs whom Jefus cured, were 
of the forrel complexion, “or dapple grey ; for, 
from the texture of thefe parings, he could prove, 
that the original owners were of the quadruped 
order, and even diftinguifh, that their feet had 
been fortified with fhoes of iron. 

The mendicant, who bore an inveterate grudge 
againft this fon of A‘fculapius, ever fince he had 
made fo free with the catholic religion, replied 
with great bitternefs, that he was a wretch with 
whom no Chriftian ought to communicate ;_ that 
the vengeance of heaven would one day overtake 
him, on account of his profanity ; and that his 
heart was fhod with a metal much harder than 
iron, which he was afraid nothing but hell-fire 
would be able to melt. , 

It was now broad day, and all the fervants of 
the inn were afoot. Peregrine, feeing it would be 
impoffible to obtain any fort of indemnification 
for the time he had loft, and the perturbation of 
his fpirits hindering him from enjoying repofe, 
which was, moreover, obftructed by the noife 
of Pallet and his attendants, put on his cloaths at 
once, and in exceeding ill humour arrived at the 
{pot where this triumvirate ftood debating about 


the means of overpowering the furious ate 
who 
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who ftill continued his fong of oaths and execra- 
tions, and made fundrwefforts to break open the 
door. Chagrin’d as our hero was, he could not 
help laughing when he heard how the patient had 
been treated ; and his indignation changing into 
compaffion, he called to him through the key- 
hole, defiring to know the reafon of his diftraéted 
behaviour. Pallet no fooner recognized his voice, 
than lowering his own to a whimpering tone, 
‘¢ My dear friend! (faid he) I have ‘at laft de- 
tected the ruffans who have perfecuted me fo 
much. I caught then? in the fac of fuffocating 
me with cold water; and by the Lord !'I will 
be revenged, or may I never five ‘to finifh ‘my 
Cleopatra. For the love of God! open the door, 
and I will make that conceited pagan, that pre- 
tender to tafte, that falfe devotee of the ancients, 
who poifons people with fillykickabies and devil’ 
dung; I fay, I will make him a monument of 
my wrath, and an example to alt the cheats and 
impoftors of the faculty: and as for that thick- 
headed infolent pedant’ his confederate, who 
emptied my own jordan upon me while I flept, 
he had better have been in his beloved Paris, 
botching fchemes for his friend the pretender, 
than incurred the effects of my refentment. 
Gadfbedikins ! I-won’t-leave him a wind-pipe f+ 
the hangman to ftop, at the end of another re- 
bellion.”’ - a 
Pickle told him, that his conduét hid: been ‘fo 
extravagant, as to confirm the whole company 
in the belief, that he was a€tually'deprived of Ais 
fenfes ;..0n. which fuppofition; Mr. JoltePand the’ 


@odctor had. acted the part of friends, in doing trait. 
which they-thought mott conducive ‘to his Teco: 
ery ; fo that their concern meritéd his ‘thankful ’ 
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acknowledgment, inftead of his frantic menaces : 
and that for his own part, he would be the firft 
to condemn him, as one utterly bereft of his wits, 
and give orders for his being fecured as a mad- 
man, unlefs he would immediately give a proof. 
of his fanity, by laying afide his fword, com- 
pofing his fpirits, and thanking his injured friends 
for their care of his perfon. 

This alternative quieted his tranfports in a mo- 
ment 3 he was terrified :at the apprehenfion of 
being treated like a Bedlamite, being dubious of 
the ftate of: his awn brain ; and on the other 
hand, had conceived fuch an horror and antipa-. 
thy for his tormentors, that, far from believing 
himfelf obliged by what they had done, he could 


. mot even think of them without the utmoft rage 


and deteftation. He therefore, in the moft tran- 
quil voice he could affume, protefted, that he 
never was le{fs out of his fenfes than at prefent, 
though he did not know how leng he might re- 
tain them, if he fhould be confidered in the light 
of a lunatic ; and that, in order to prove his being 
compos mentis, he was willing to facrifice the re- 
fentment he fo juftly harboured againft thofe who 
by their malice had brought him to this pafs: 
but,. as he apprehended,, it would be the greateft 
fign of madnefs he could exhibit, to thank them 
for the mifchiefs they. had brought upon him, he 
defired to be excufed from making any fuch con- 
ceffion, .and fwore he would-endure every thing, 
rather than be. guilty of fach mean abfurdity. 

. Peregrine held. a confultation upon this reply,’ 
when the governor and phyfician ftrenuoufly ar- 
gued againtt any capitulation. with a-mantac, and 
propofed i that..fome. method. might be taketh t> 
feize, fetter and. conycy. him. ite a- dark room, 
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where he might be treated according to the rules 
of art. But the Capuchin underftanding the cir- 
cumftances of the cafe, undertook to reftore him 
to his former ftate, without having recourfe to 
fuch violent meafures: and Pickle, who was a 
better judge of the affair than any perfon prefent, 
opened the door without further hefitation, and 
difplayed the poor painter ftanding with a woeful 
countenance, fhivering in his fhirt, which was as 
wet as if he had been dragged through the Den- 
der ; a fpectacle which gave fuch offence to the 
chafte eyes of the Hebrew’s miftrefs, who was 
by this time one of the fpectators, that fhe turned 
her head another way, and withdrew to her own 
room, exclaiming againft the indecent pra@ices 
of men. 

Pallet, feeing the young gentleman enter, ran 
to him, and fhaking him by thehand, called him 
his beft friend, and faid he had refcued him from 
thofe who had a defign againft his life. The 
prieft would have produced his parings, and ap- 
plied them to his nofe; but was hindered by 
Pickle, who advifed the patient to fhift himfelf, 
and put on his cloaths: and this being done with 
great order and deliberation, Mr. Jolter, who, 
with the doctor, had kept at a wary diftance, in 
expectation of feeing fome ftrange effects of his 
diftraction, began to believe that he had been 
guilty of a miftake, and accufed the phyfician of 
having mifled him by his falfe diagnoftic. The 
dodtor ftill infifted upon his former declaration,. 
afluring him, that although Pallet enjoyed a fhort 
interval for the prefent, the delirium would foon 
recur, unlefs they would profit by this momentary 
calm, and order him to be blooded, bliftered and 
purged with all imaginable difpatch, 
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The governor, however, notwithftanding this 
caution, advanced to the injured party, and begg’d 
pardon for the fhare he had in giving him fuch di- 
fturbance, declaring in the moft folemn manner, 
that he had no other intention than that of con- 
tributing towards his welfare, and that his beha- 
viour was the refult of the phyfician’s prefcrip- 
tion, which he affirmed was abfolutely neceflary 
for the recovery of his health. 

The painter, who had very little gall in his 
difpofition, was fatisfied with this apology; but 
his refentment, which was before divided, now 
glowed with double fire againft his firft fellow- 
traveller, whom he looked upon as the author of 
all the mifchances he had undergone, and marked 
out for his vengeance accordingly. Yet the doors 
of reconciliation were not fhut againft the doétor, 
who with great juftice might have transferred 
this load of offence from himfelf to Peregrine, 
who was, without doubt, the fource of the 
painter’s misfortune: but, in that cafe, he muft 
have owned himfelf miftaken in his medical ca- _ 
pacity ; and he did not think the friendthip of 
Pallet important enough to fway him to fuch 
condefcenfion ; fo that he refolved to neglect him 
intirely, and gradually forget the former corre- 
fpondence he had maintained with a perfon whons 
he deemed fo unworthy of his notice. 
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CHAP. LXII. 


Peregrine, aloft diffratied with his difappoint- 
ments, conjures the fair Fleming to permit bis 
vifits at Bruffels. She withdraws from his 


purfuit. 


HINGS being thus adjufted, and all the 
| company drefled, they went to breakfaft 
about five in the morning, and m lefs than an 
hour after were feated in the Diligence, where 
a profound filence prevailed. Peregrine, who 
ufed to be the life of the fociety, being extremely 
penfive and melancholy on account of his mifhap, 
the Ifraelite and his Dulcinea dejected in confe- 
quence of their difgrace, the poet abforpt in lofty 
meditation, the painter in fchemes of revenge, 
while Jolter, rocked by the motion of the car- 
riage, made himfelf amends for the want of reft 
he had fuftained, and the Mendicant, with his 
fair charge, were infefted by the cloudy afpe& of 
our youth, in whofe difappointment each of them, 
for different reafons, bore no inconfiderable fhare. 
This general languor and recefs from all bodily 
exercife, difpofed them all to receive the gentle 
yoke of flumber, and in half an hour after they 
had embarked, there was not one of them 
awake, except our hero and his miftrefs, unlefs 
the Capuchin was pleafed to counterfeit fleep, in 
ordcr to indulge our young gentleman with an op- 


portunity of enjoying fome private converfation 


with his beauteous ward. 

| Peregrine did not neglect the occafion ; but, 

on the contrary, feized the firft minute, and in 

gentle murmurs lamented his hard hap in being 
thus 
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thus the fport of fortune. He affured her (and 
“that with great fincerity) that all the crofs acci- 
dents of his life had not coft him one half of the 
vexation and Keennefs of chagrin which he had 
fuffered laft night; and that now he was on the 
brink of parting from her, he fhould be over- 
whelmed with the blackeft defpair, if the would 
not extend her compaftion fo far as to give him 
an opportunity of fighing at her feet in Bruffels, 
during the few days his affairs would permit him 
to fpend in that city. 

"This young lady, with an air of mortification, 


-expteffed her forrow for being the innocent caufe 


of his anxiety; faid, fhe hoped laft night’s ad- 
venture would be 4 falutary warning to both 
their fouls; for fhe was perfuaded, that her virtue 
was pretected by the intervention of heaven; that 
whatever impreffion it might have made upqn 
him, fhe was enabled by it to adhere to that duty 
from which her paffion’had begun to fwerve, and 


‘befeething him to forget her for his own peace, 


gave him to underftand, that neither the plan fhe - 
had laid down for her own condu@, nor the 


dictates of her honour, would allow her to re- 


ceive his vifits, or carry on any other correfpor- 
dence with him, while fhe was reftriGed by the 


articles of her marriage-vow. | 


This explanation produced fuch a violent ef- 
fect upon her admirer, that he was for fome mi- 
nutes deprived of the faculty of fpeech, which 
he no fooner recovered, than he gave vent to 
the moft unbridied tranfports of paffion. He 
taxed her with barbarity and indifference; told 
her that fhe had robbed him of his reafon and in- 
ternal peace ; that he would follow ‘her to the 
ends of the earth, and ceafe to live fooner than 
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ceafe to love her ; that he would facrifice the in- 
nocent fool who had been the occafion of all this 
difquiet, and murder evety man whom he con- 
fidered as an obftruétion to his views. In a 
word, ‘his paffions, which had continued fo long 
in a ftate of the higheft fermentation, together 
with the want of that repofe which calms and 


quiets the perturbation of the {pirits, had wrought . 


him up to a pitch of real diftra€tion: and while 
he uttered thefe delirious expreffions, the tears 
ran down his cheeks, and he underwent fuch 
agitation, that the tender heart of the fair Fle- 
ming was affected with his condition; and, while 
her own face was bedewed with the ftreams of 
‘fympathy, fhe begged him for heaven’s fake to 
‘be compofed, and promifed, for his fatisfaction, 
to abate fomewhat of the rigor of her purpofe. 
Confoled by this kind declaration, he recollected 
himfelf, and taking out his pencil, gave ber his 
addrefs, when fhe had affured him, that he fhould 
hear-from her in four and twenty hours at fartheft, 
after their feparation. 

Thus foothed, he regained the empire of him- 
felf, and by degrees recovered his ferenity. But 
‘this was not the cafe with his Amanda, who, from 

this fample of his difpofition, dreaded the impe- 
‘tuofity of his youth, and was effectually deterred 
from entering into any engagements that might 
f{ubject her peace and reputation to the rafh ef- 
fects of fuch a violent fpirit. Though fhe was 


‘captivated by his perfon and accomplifhments, 


fhe had refleétion enough to forefee, that the 
longer fhe countenanced his paffion, her own 
heart would be more and more irretrievably en- 
gaged, and the quiet of her life the more ex- 
pofed to continual ingerruption, She therefore 
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profited by thefe confiderations, and a fenfe of re- 
ligious honour, which helped her to withftand the 
fuggeftions of inclination ; and refolved to amufe 
her lover with falfe hopes, until fhe fhould have 
it in her power to relinquifh his converfation, 
without running any rifk of fuffering by the in- 
confiderate fallies of his love. It was with this 
view, that the defired he would not infift upon 
attending her to her mother’s houfe, when the 
Diligence arrived at Bruffels; and he, cajoled by 
her artifice, took a formal leave of her, together 
with the other ftrangers, fixing his habitation at 
the inn to which he and his fellow-travellers had 
been directed, in the impatient expeCtation of ree 
ceiving a kind fummons from her, within the li- 


_ gmited time. 


Mean while, in order to divert his imagina- 
tion, he went to fee the ftadthoufe, park and 
‘arfenal, took a fuperficial view of the famous 
bookfeller’s cabinet of curiofities, and fpent the 
evening at the Italian opera, which was at that 
time exhibited for the entertainment of Prince 
Charles of Lorrain, then governor. of the Low 
Countries. In fhort, the ftated period was al- 
moft elapfed, when Peregrine was favoured with 


_a letter to this purpofe : 


«SIR, 


| [' you knew what violence I do my own heart, 


in declaring that I have withdrawn myfelf for 
ever from your addreffes, you would furely ap- 
plaud the facrifice I make to virtue, and ftrive to 
imitate this example of felf-denial. Yes, Sir, 
heaven hath lent me grace to ftruggle with my 
guilty paffion, and henceforth to avoid the dan- 


gerous fight of him who infpired it. I therefore 
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conjure you, by the regard you ought to have for 
the eternal welfare of us both, as well as by the 
efteem and affection you profefs, to war with 
your unruly inclination, and defift from all at- 
tempts of fruftrating the laudable refolution I have 
made. Seek not to invade the peace of one 
who loves you, to difturb the quiet of a family 
that never did you wrong, and alienate the 
thoughts of a weak woman from a deferving 
man, who, by the moft facred claim, is vefted 
with the full poffeffion of her heart.” 


This billet, without either date or fubfcription, 
banifhed all remains of difcretion from the mind 
of our hero, who ran inftantly to the landlord, 
in all the extafy. of madnefs, and demanded to 
{ee the mefflenger who brought the letter, on 

ain of putting his whole family to the fword. 
The innkeeper, terrified by his looks and me- 
naces, fell upon his knees, protefting in the face 
of heaven, that he was utterly ignorant and inno- 
cent of any thing that could give him offence, and 
that the billet was brought bya perfon whom he 
did not know, and who retired immediately, fay- 
ing, it required no anfwer. He then gave utterance 
to his fury, in a thoufand imptecations and invec- 


tives againft the writer, whom he difhonoured | 


with the appellations of a coquette, a jilt, an 
adventurer, who, by means of a pimping prieft, 
had defrauded him of his money. He denounced 
vengeance againft the Mendicant, whom he {wore 
he would caftrate, if ever he fhould fet eyes on 
him again: and the painter unluckily appearing 
during this paroxyfm of rage, he feized him by 
the throat, faying he was ruined by his accurfed 
folly ; and in all likelihood poor Pallet would 

have 
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have been ftrangled, had not Jolter interpofed in 
his behalf, befeeching his pupil to have mercy 
upon the fufferer, and with infinite anxiety de- 
firing to know the caufe of this violent affault. He 
received no anfwer, but a ftring of incoherent 
curfes, and when the painter, with unfpeakable 
aftonifhment, took God to witnefs, that he had 
done nothing to difublige him, the governor be- 
gan to think in fad earneft, that Peregrine’s vi- 
vacity had at length rifen to the tranfports of - 
actual madnefs, and was himfelf almoft diftracted. 
with this fuppofition. ‘That he might the better 
judge what remedy ought to be applied, he ufed 
his whole influence, and pra€tifed all his eloquence 
upon the youth, in order to learn the immediate 
caufe of his delirium. He employed the moft © 
pathetic intreaties, and even fhed tears in the | 
courfe of his fupplication; fo that Pickle (the 
firft violence of the hurricane being blown over) 
was afhamed of his own imprudence, and retired 
to his chamber, in order to recollect his diffipated 
thoughts: there he fhut himfelf up, and, for 
the fecond time, perufing the fatal epiftle, began, 
to waver in his opinion of the author’s character 
and intention. He fometimes confidered her as 
one of thofe nymphs who, under the mafk of in- 
nocence and fimplicity, practife upon the hearts 
and purfes of unwary and unexperienced youths* 
this was the fuggeftion of his wrath, inflamed 
by difappointment; but, when he refleAled upon 
the circumftances of her behaviour, and recalled 
her particular charms to his imagination, the {e- 
verity of his cenfure gave way, and his heart 
declared in favour of her fincerity. Yet even 
this confideration aggravated the fenfe of his lofs, 
and he was in danger a relapfing into his fornies 
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diftra&tion, when his paffion was a little becalmed 
by the hope of feeing her again, either by acci- 
dent, or in the courfe of a diligent and minute in- 
quiry, which he forthwith refolved to fet on foot. 
He had reafon to believe, that her own heart 
would efpoufe his caufe, in fpite of her virtue’s 
determination, and did not defpair of meeting 
with the Capuchin, whofe good offices he knew 
he could at any time command. Comforted 
with thefe reflexions, the tempeft of his foul 
fubfided, and in lefs than two hours he joined 
his company with an air of compofure, and afked 
the painter’s forgivenefs for the freedom he had 
taken, the caufe of which he promifed herea‘ter 
to exptain. Pallet was glad of being reconciled 
on any terms to one whofe countenance Ls yale 
him in aquilibrio with his antagonift the doctor ; 
and Mr. Jolt-r was rejoiced beyond meafure at 
his puptl’s recovery. 


CHAP. LXIf. 


Peregrine meets with Mrs. Hornbeck, and is cone 


foled for his lofs. His valet de chambre is em- 
broiled with her duenna, whom, however, he 
finds means te appeafe. 


VERY thing having thus refumed its na- 


tural channel, they dined together in great. 


tranquillity ; and in the afternoon, Peregrine, on 


pretence of ftaying at home to write letters, while | 
his companions were at the coffee-houfe, ordered a. 
caach to be called, and with bis valet de chambre, . 
who was the only perfon acquainted with the pre- . 
fent ftate of his thoughts, fet out for the Prome- 


nade, to which all the ladies of fafhion refort in 
the 
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the evening, during the fummer-feafon, in hopes 
of feeing his fugitive among the reff. 

Having made a circuit round the walk, and 
narrowly obferved every female in the place, he 
perceived at fome diftance the livery of Hornbeck 
upon a lacquey that ftood at the back of a coach :. 
upon which, he-ordered his man to reconnoitre 
the faid carriage, while he pulled up his glafles, 
that he might not be difcovered, before he fhould 
have received fome intelligence, by which he 
might conduct himfelf on this unexpected occa- 
fion, that already began to interfere with the pur- 
pofe of his coming thither, though it could not 
difpute his attention with the idea of his charm- 
ing Unknown. : 

His Mercury having made his obfervations, re- 
ported, that there was no body in the coach but 
Mrs. Hornbeck and an elderly woman, who had 
all the air of aduenna, and that the fervant was 
not the fame footman who had attended them in 
France. Encouraged by this information, our 
hero ordered himfelf to be driven clofe up to that 
fide of their convenience on which his old miftrefs 
fat, and accofted her with the ufual falutation. 


‘This lady no fooner beheld her gallant, than her 


cheeks reddened with a double glow; and fhe 
exclaimed, ‘* Dear brother, I’m overjoy’d to fee 
ou! Pray come into our coach.” He took the 
hint immediately, and complying with her re- 
queft, embraced this new fifter with great af- 

fection. | 
Perceiving that her attendant was very much. 
furprifed and alarmed at this unexpeé&ted meet- 
ing, fhe, in order to banifh her fufpicion, and 
at the fame time give her lover his cue, told him 
that his brother (meaning her hufband) was gore 
K 4 to. 
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to the Sp: for a few weeks, by the advice of phys. 
ficians, on account of his ill ftate of health; and 
that, from his faft letter, fhe had the pleafure to 
tell htm, he was in a fair way of doing well. 
"The young gentleman expreffed his fatisfaction at 
this piece of news, obferving with an air of fra- 
ternal concern, that if his brother had not made 
too free with his conftitution, his friends in Eng- 
Jand would have had no occafion to repine at his 
abfence and want of health, by which he was 
banifhed from his own country and connexions. 
He then afked with an affectation of furprize, — 
why fhe had not accompanied her fpoufe? and 
was given to underftand, that his tendernefs of 
affection would not fuffer him to expofe her to 
the fatigues of the journey, which lay among 
rocks that were almoft inacceffible. 

The duenna’s doubts being eafed by this pre- 
amble of converfation, he changed the fubject to 
the pleafures of the place ; and among other fuch 
queftions, inquired if fhe had as yet vifited Ver- 
failles? ‘This is a public houfe fituated upon the 
canal, at the diftance of about two miles from 
town, and accommodated with tolerable gardens 
for the entertainment of company. When fhe 
replied in the negative, he propofed to accom- 
pany her thither immediately ; but the gover- 
nante, who had hitherto fat filent, objeéted to 
this propofal, telling them, in broken Englifh, that 
as the lady was under her care, fhe could not an- 
fwer to Mr. Hornbeck for allowing her to vifit 
fuch a fufpicious place. ‘‘ As for that matter, 
Madam, (faid the confident gallant) give your- 
felf no trouble, the confequences fhall be at my 
pertl; and I will undertake to infure you againft 


Fryy brother’s refentment.” So faying, he directed 
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the coachman to the place, and ordered his own 
to follow, under the aufpices of his valet de 
chambre, while the old gentlewoman, over-ruled 
by his affurance, quietly fubmitted to his autho- 
rity. | 

‘Being arrived at the place, he handed the la- 
dies from the coach, and then, for the firft time, 
obferved that the duenna was lame, a circum- 
ftance of which he did not fcruple to take the ad- 
vantage; for they had fcarce alighted, and drank 
a glafs of wine, when he advifed his fifter to en- 
joy a walk in the garden: and although the at- 
tendant made fhift to keep them almoft always in 
view, they enjoyed a detached converfation, in 
which Peregrine learnt, that the true caufe of 
her being left behind at Bruffels, whilft her huf- 
band proceeded to Spa, was his dread of the 
company and familiarities of that place, to which 
his jealoufy durft not expofe her ; and that fhe 
had lived three weeks ina convent at Lifle, from 
which fhe was delivered by his own free motion, 
becaufe indeed he could no longer exift without 
her company ; and lafily, our lover underftood, 
that her governante was a mere dragon, who had 
been recommended to him by a Spanifh merchant, 


"whofe wife fhe attended to her dying day: but 


fhe very much queftioned whether or not her fi- 
delity was proof enough againft money and ftrong 
waters. Peregrine aflured her the experiment 
fhou!d be tried before parting ; and they agreed 
to pafs the nght at Verfailles, provided his en- 
deavours fhould fucceed. | | 

Having exercifed themfelves in this manner, 
until his duenna’s fpirits were pretty much ex- 
haufted, that fhe might be the better difpofed to 
recruit them with a glafs of liqueur, they fenunes 
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to their apartment, and the cordial was recom- 
mended and received in a bumper : but as it did 
not produce fuch a vifible alteration as the f{an- 
guine hopes of Pickle had made him expect, and 
the old gentlewoman obferved that it began to be 
date, and that the gates would be fhut in a little 
time, he filled up a parting glafs, and pledged her 
in equal quantity. Her blood was too much 
chilled to be warmed even by this extraordinary 
dofe, which made immediate innovation in the 
brain of our youth, who in the gaiety of his ima- 
gination overwhelmed this She-Argus with fuch 
profufion of gallantry, that fhe was more intoxi- 
cated with his expreffions than with the fpirits 
fhe had drank ; and when in the courfe of toying 
he dropt a purfe into her bofom, fhe feemed 
to forget how the night wore, and with the ap- 
probation of her charge, affented to his propofal 
of having fomething for fupper. 

‘This was a great point which our adventurer 
had gained, and yet he plainly perceived that the 
governante miflook his meaning, by giving her- 
felf credit.for all the paffion he had profeffed. As 
this error could be rectified by no other means 
than thofe of plying her with the bottle, until 
her diftinguifhing faculties fhould be overpower- 
ed, he promoted a quick circulation, and fhe 
did him juftice, without any manifeft figns of 
inebriation, fo long, that his own eyes began to 
rcel in the fockets ; and he found, that before lie 
fcheme could be accomplifhed, he fhould be ef- | 
fectually unfitted for all the purpofes of love. 
He therefore had recourfe to his valet de chambre, 
who underftood the hint as fon as it was given, 
and readily undertook to perform the part, of 
which his mafter had play’d the prelude. This 
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affair being fettled to his fatisfa&tion, and the 
night at odds with morning, he took an op- 
portunity of imparting to the ear of this aged 
Dulcinea a kind whifper, importing a promife 


_ of vifiting her, when his fifter fhould be retired 


to her own chamber, and an earneft defins of 
leaving her door unlocked. : 

This agreeable intimation being communicated, 
he conveyed a caution of the fame nature to: 
Mrs. Hornbeck, as he led her to her apartment ; 


and darknefs and filence no fooner prevailed in 


the houfe, than he and his trufty {quire fet out 
on their different voyages ; and every thing would 
have fucceeded according to their wifh, had not 
the valet de chambre fuffered himfelf to fall afleep: 
at the fide of his inamorata, and in the agitation 
of a violent dream, exclaimed in a vcice fo un- 
like to that of her fuppofed adorer, that the di- 
ftinguifhed' the difference at. once ; and waking 
him with a pinch and a loud fhriek, threatened 
to profecute him for a rape, and reviled him with 
all the epithets her rage and difappointment could: 
fugeeft. | 
The Frenchman finding himfelf detected, be- 
haved with great temper and addrefs: he begg’d: 
fhe would compofe herfelf, on account of her 
own reputation, which was extremely dear to 


him; protefted, that he had a moft inviolable 


efteem for her perfon; and that if he had not al- 
seady given convincing proofs of his paffion, he 
was difpofed to do every thing in his power. for her 
fatisfaction. Thefe reprefentations, mingled with 
fome little practical expreffions of tendernefs,. had 


weight with the duenna, who, upon recolleétior,. 


compreherded the whole affair, and thought it 


woud be her intercft to bring matters to an ac~ 
h-6 
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commodation. She therefore admitted the apo- 
logies of her bedfellow, provided he would pro- 
mife to atone by marriage for the injury fhe had 
fuftained ; and in this particular he fet her heart 
at eafe by repeated vows, which he uttered with 
furprifing volubility, though without any inten- 
tion to perform the leaft tittle of their contents. 
Peregrine, who had been alarmed by her ex- 
clamation, and run to the door with a view of 
interpofing, according to the emergency of the 
cafe, over-hearing the affair thus compromifed, 
returned to his miftrefs,who was highly entertain- 
ed with an account of what had paffed, forefeeing, 
‘that for the future fhe fhould be under no diffi- 
culty or reftriCtion from the feverity of her guard. 


CHAP. LXIV. 


Hornbeck is informed of his wife’s adventure with 
Peregrine, for whom he prepares a ftratagem, 
which is rendered ineffectual by the information 
of Pipes. The hufband is ducked for bis inten- 

'- tion, and our hero apprehended by the patrole. 


HERE was another perfon, however, {till 
ungained ; and that was no other than her 
footman, whofe fecrecy our hero attempted to 
fecure in the morning by an handfome prefent, 
.. which he received with many profeffions of gra- 
titude and devotion to his fervice; yet this com- 
plaifance was nothing, but a cloak ufed to difguife 
the defign he harboured of making his mafter ac- 
quainted with the whole tranfaction. Indeed this 
lacquey had been hired, not only as a fpy upon 
his miftrefs, but alfo as a check on the conduc 
of the governante, with promife of ample reward, 
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if ever he fhould difcover any finifter or fufpicious 
practices in the courfe of their behaviour: and 
as for the foatman whom they had brought from 
England, he was retained in attendance upon the 
perfon of his mafter, whofe confidence he had 
loft, by advifing him to gentle methods of re- 
claiming his lady, when her irregularities had fub- 
jected her to his wrath. 
_ The Flemith valet, in confequence of the of- 
fice he had undertaken, wrote to Hornbeck by 
the firft poft, giving an exact detail of the ad- 
venture at Verfailles, with fuch a defcription of 
the pretended brother, as left the hufband no 
room to think he could be any other perfon than 
his firft difhonourer ; and exafperated him to fuch’ 
a degree, that he refolved to lay an ambufh for 
this invader, and at once difqualify him from di- 
fturbing his repofe, by maintaining further cor- 
refpondence with his wife. | 

Mean while the lovers enjoyed themfelves 
without reftraint, and Peregrine’s plan of inquiry 


after his dear Unknown was for the prefent poft- 


poned. His fellow-travellers weré confounded at 
his myfterious motions, which filled the heart of 
Jolter with anxiety and terror. ‘T’his careful 
condutor was fraught with fuch experience of 
his pupil’s difpofition, that he trembled with the 
apprehenfion of fome fudden accident, and lived 
in continual alarm, like a man that walks under 
the wall of a nodding tower. Nor did he enjoy ' 
any alleviation of his fears, when upon telling the 
young gentleman, that the seft of the company 
were defirous of departing for Antwerp, he an- 
fwered, they were at liberty to confult.their own 
inclinations; but for his own part, he was re- 
folved to ftay in Bruffels a few days longer. Sed 
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this declaration, the governor was confirmed in 
the opinion of his having fome intrigue upon the 
anvil ; and in the bitternefs of his vexation, took 
the liberty of fignifying his fufpicion, and re- 
minding him of the dangerous dilemmas to which 
he had been reduced by his former precipitation. 
Peregrine took his caution in good part, and 
promifed to behave with fuch circumfpection, as 
would f{creen him from any troublefome confe- 
quences for the future: but, neverthelefs, be- 
haved that fame evening in fuch a manner, as 
plainly fhewed, that his prudence was nothing 
elfe than vain fpeculation. He had made an ap- 
pointment to fpend the night, as ufual, with 
Mrs, Hornbeck ; and about nine o’clock haftened 
to her lodgings, when he was aceofted in the 
ftreet by his old difcarded friend Thomas Pipes, 
who, without any other preamble, told him, that 
for all he had turned him adrift, he did not choofe 
to fee him run full fait into his enemy’s harbour, 
without giving htm timely notice of the danger. 
¢* J’ll tell you what, (faid he) mayhap you think 
TF want to curry favour, that I may de taken in 
tow again; if you do, you have madea miftake 
in your reckoning. Iam ol enou;zh to be |.id 
up, and have wherewithal to keep my planks 
fronr the weather. But this here is the affair; I 
have krown you fince you were no higher than 
a marlinfpike, and fhouldn’t care to fee you de- 
paki of your Carriages at thefe years: whereby 


am informed by Hornbeck’s man, whoin I this. 


afternoon fell in with by chance, as how his ma- 
iter has got intelligence of your boarding his 
wi'e, and has fteer’d privately into this port, with 
a large compliment of hands, in order, d’ye fee, 
te fecure you while you are under. the hatches, 

and, 
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and cut away your tackle, without fear or mercy. 
Now if fo be as how you have a mind to give 
him a falt eel for his fupper, here am I, without 
hope of fee or reward, ready to ftand by you as 
long as my timbers will ftick together ; and if I 
expect any recompence, may | be bound to eat 
oakum and drink bilge-water for life.” | 

Startled at this information, Peregrine exa- 
mined him upon the particulars of his difcourfe 
with the lacquey ; and when he underftood that 
Hernbeck’s intelligence flowed from the canal of 
his Flemith footman, he believed every circum- 
ftance of Tom’s report, thanked him for this 
warning, and after having reprimanded him for 
his mifbehaviour at Lifle, affured him that it 
fhould be his own fault if ever they fhould part 
again. He then deliberated with himfelf whether 
or not he fhould retort the purpofe upon his ad- 
verfary ; but, when he confidered that Hornbeck 
was not the agegreflor, and made that unhappy 
hufband’s cafe his own, he could not help ac- 
quitting his intentton of revenge ; though, in his 
opinion, it ought to have been executed in a more 
honourable manner; and therefore he deter- 
mined to chaftife him for his want of fpirit. No- 
thing furely can be move infolent and unjuft than 
this determination, which induced him to puniffi 
a perfon, for his want of courage to redrefs the 
injury which he himfelf had done to his repu~ 
tation and peaee; and yet this barbarity of deci+ 
fion is fan&tioned by the opinion and piactice of 
mankind. 

With thefe fentiments he returned to the inn, 
and putting a pair of piftol in his pocket, ordered 
his valet de chambre and Pipes to follow him at a 


fmall diftance, fo as that they fhould be oy 
call, 
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call, in cafe of neceffity, and pofted himfelf within 
thirty yards of his Dulcinea’s door. ‘There he 
had not been above half an hour, when he per- 
ceived four men take up their ftation on the other 
fide, with a view, as he guefled, to watch for 
his going in, that he might be taken unaware. 
But'when they had tarried a confiderable time in 
that corner, without reaping the fruits of their 
expectation, their leader, perfuaded that the gal- 
lant had gained admittance by fome fecret means, 
approached the door with his followers, who, 
according to the inftructions they had received, 
no fooner faw it opened, than they rufhed in, 
leaving their employer in the ftreet, where he 
thought his perfon would be leaft endangered. 
Our adventurer feeing him alone, advanced with 
fpeed, and clapping a piftol to his breaft, com- 
manded him to follow his footfteps, without noife, 
on pain of immediate death. 

‘Terrified at this fudden apparition, Hornbeck 
obeyed in filence; and ina few minutes they ar- 
rived at the quay, where Pickle halting, gave 
him to underftand, that he was no ftranger to 
his villaineus defign; and tcld him, that if he 
conccived himfelf injured by any circumftance of 
his conduct, he would now give him an oppor- 
tunity of refenting the wrong, in a manner be- 
coming a manof honour. ‘* You have a {word 
about you, (faid he) or if you don’t choofe to 
put the affair on that iffue, here is a brace of 
piftols, take which you pleafe.”’ Such an addrefs 
could not fail to difconcert a man of his cha- 
racter, After fome hefitation, he in a faultering 
accent denied that his defign was to mutilate 
Mr. Pickle, but that he thought himfelf intitled 
to the benefit of the law, by which he would 

have 
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have. obtained a divorce, if he could have pro- 
cured evidence of his wife’s infidelity ; and with. 
that view had employed people to take advantage 
of the information he had received. With re- 
gard to his alternative, he declined it intirely, be~ 
caufe he could not fee whag fatisfaction he fhould 
enjoy, in being fhot through the head, or run 
through the lungs,. by a perfon who had already: 
wronged him in an irreparable manner ; and 

laftly, his fear made him propofe, that the affair 
fhould be left to the arbitration of two creditable 

men, altogether unconcerned in the difpute. 

To thefe remonftrances, Peregrine replied, irr 
the ftile of a hot-headed young man, confcious 
of his own unjuftihable behaviour, that every 
gentleman ought to. be a judge of his own ho- 
nour; and therefore he would f:bisit. to the de- 
cifion of no umpire whatfoever ; that he would. 
forgive his want of courage, which might be a 
natural infirmity, but: his mean diffimulation he 
could not pardon; and that, as he was certified 
of the rafcally intent of his ambufcade,:- by un- 
doubted intelligence, he would treat him, not 
with a retaliation of his own treachery, but with 
fuch indignity as a fcoundrel deferves to fuffer ; 
unlefs he would make one effort to maintain the 
character he affumed in life: fo faying, he again 
prefented his piftol, which being rejected as be- 
fore, he called his two miinifters, and ordered 
them to duck him in the canal, | 

This command was pronounced and executed 
almoft in the fame breath, to the unfpeakable 
terror and diforder of the poor fhivering patient, 
who, having undergone the immerfion, ran about 
like a drowned rat, fqueaking for affiftance and 


revenge. His cries were overheard by the a 
trole, 
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trole, which, chancing to pafs that way, took 
him under their protection, and, in confequence 
of his complaint and information, went in pur- 
{uit of our adventurer and his attendants, who 
_ were foon overtaken and furrounded. Rafh and 
inconfiderate as the young gentleman was, he 


did not pretend to ftand upon the defenfive, a- ' 


gaint a file of mufketeers, although Pipes had 
drawn his cutlafs at their approach, but furren- 
dered himfelf without oppofition, and was con- 


veyed to the main guard, where the command- . 


ing officer, engaged by his appearance and ad- 
drefs, treated him with all imaginable refpect, 
and hearing the particulars of his adventure, af- 
fured him, that the prince wou!d confider the 
whole as a Tour de jeuneffé, and order him to be 
releafed without delay. 

Next morning, when this gentleman gave in 
his report, he made fuch a favourable reprefenta~ 


tion of the prifoner, that our hero was on the . 


point of being difcharged ; when Hornbeck pre- 
ferred a complaint, accufing him of a purpofed 
afiaffinatton, and praying that fuch punifhment 
fhould be. inflicted upon him, as his highnefs 


fhould think adequate to the nature of the crime. . 


The prince, perplexed with this petition, in con- 
fequence of which he forefaw, that he muft dif- 
oblige a Britifh fubje€t, fent for. the plaintiff, of 


whom he had fome knowledge, and in perfon ex- . 


horted him to drop the profecution, which would 
only ferve to propagate his own. fhame. But 
Hornbeck was too much incenfed to liften to any 
propofal of that kind, and peremptorily demand- 
ed juftice againft the prifoner, whom he repre- 


fented as an obf{cure adventurer, who had made . 


repeated attempts upon his honour and his life. 
~ Prince 
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Prince Charles told him, that what he had ad- 
vifed was in the capacity of a friend, but, fince 
he infifted upon his a&ting as 2 mapiftrate, the 
affair fhould be examined, and determined ac- 
cording to the dictates of juftice and truth. 

The petitioner being difmiffed with this pro- 
mife, the defendant was in his turn brought be- 
fore the judge, whofe prepoffeffion in his favour, 
was in a great meafure weakened by what his an- - 
tagonift had faid to the prejudice of his birth and 
reputation, 


CHAP. LXV. 


Peregrine ts releafed. Jolter ee at his 
myfterious conduc?, A conteft happens between 
the poet and painter, who are reconciled by the 
mediation of their fellow traveHers. 


UR hero, underftanding from fome expref- 
fions which efcaped the prince, that he was 
confidered in the light of a fharper and affaffin, 
begged that he might have the liberty of fending | 
for fome vouchers, that would probably vindicate 
his character from the malicious afperfions of his 
adverfary ; and this permiffion being granted, he- 
wrote a letter to his governor, defiring that he 
would bring to him the letters of recommenda- 
tion which he had received from the Britifh em- 
baffador at Paris; and fuch other papers as he 
thought conducive to evince the importance of 
his fituation. : 
‘The billet was given in charge to one of the 

fubaltern officers on duty, who carried it to the 
inn, and demanded to fpeak with Mr. Jolter. 
Pallet, who happened to be at the door, shee 


- 
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this meffenger arrived, and heard him enquire for 
the tutor, ran dire@ly to thar gentleman’s apart- 
ment, and in manifeft diforder told him, that a 
huge fellow of a foldier, with a monftrous pair 
of whifkers, and a fur-cap as big as a bufhel, was 
afking for him at the door. ‘The poor governor 
began to fhake at this intimation, though he was 
not confcious of having committed any thing 
that could attract the attention of the ftate; and, 
when the officer appeared at his chamber-door, 
his confufion increafed to fuch a degree, that his 
perception feemed to vanifh, and the fubaltern 
repeated the purport of his errand three times, 
before he could comprehend his meaning, or 
venture to receive the letter which he prefented. 
At length, however, he fummoned all his forti- 
tude, and having peruled the epi(tle, his terror 
funk into anxiety ; his ingenious fear immediately 
fuggefted, that Peregrine was confined in a dun- 
geon, for fome outrage he had committed ; he 
ran with great agitation to a trunk, and taking 
out a bundle of papers, followed his conductor,. 
being attended by the painter, to whom he had 
hinted his apprehenfion. When they paffed 
through the guard, which was under arms, the 
hearts of both died within them ; and when they 
Game into the prefence, there was fuch an ex- 
preffion of awful horror on the countenance of 
Jolter, that the prince, obferving his difmay, was 
pleafed to encourage him with an affurance, that 
he had nothing to fear. Thus comforted, he re- 
collected himfelf fo well as to underftand his pu- 
pil, when he defired him to produce the Embaf- 
fador’s letters ; fome of which being open, were 
immediately read by his highnefs, who was per- 
fonally acquainted with the writer, and knew 
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feveral of the noblemen to whom they were ad- 
drefled. "Thefe recommendations were fo warm, 


‘and reprefented the young gentleman in fuch an 


advantageous light, that the prince, convisced of 
the injuftice his character had fuffered by the 
mifreprefentation of Hornbeck, took our hero by 
the hand, afked pardon for the doubts he had 
entertained of his honour, declared him from that 
moment at liberty, ordered his domefticks to be 
enlarged, and offered him his countenance and 
protection, as long as he fhould remain in the 
Auftrian Netherlands. At the fame time, he 
cautioned him againft indifcretion in the courfe 
of his gallantries ; and took his word and honour, 
that he fhould drop all meafures of refentment 


_ againft the perfon of Hornbeck, during his refi- 


dence in that place. 
The delinquent, thus honourably acquitted, 
thanked the prince in the moft refpe€ful man- 


ner, for his generofity and candour, and retired — 


with his two friends, who were amazed and be- 


-wildered in their thoughts, at what they had feen 


and heard, the whole adventure ftill remaining 
without the fphere of their comprehenfion, which 
was not at all enlarged by the unaccountable ap- 
pearance of Pipes, who, with the valet de chame 
bre, joined them at the caftle-gate. Had Jolter 
been a man of a luxuriant imagination, his brain 
‘would undoubtedly have fuffered in the invefti- 
gation of his pupil’s myfterious conduct, which 
he ftrove in vain to unravel; but his intellects 
were too folid to be affefted by the mifcarriage 


of his invention ; and as Peregrine did not think 


proper to make him acquainted with the caufe of 
his being apprehended, he contented himfelf with 
fuppofing, that there was a lady in the cafe. = 
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The painter, whofe imagination was of a more 
flimfy texture, formed a thoufand chimerical 
conjectures, which he communicated to Pickle, 
in imperfect infinuations, hoping, by his anfwers 
and behaviour, to difcover the truth; but the 
youth, in order to tantalize him, eluded all his 
enquiries, with fuch appearance of induftry and 
art, as heightened his curiofity, while it difap- 
pointed his aim, and inflamed him to fuch a de- 
gree of impatience, that his wits began to be un- 
fettled, and Peregrine was fain to recompofe his 
brain, by telling him in confidence, that he had 
been arrefted as afpy. This fecret he found 
more intolerable than his former uncertainty ; he 
ran from one apartment to another, like a goofe 
in the agonies of egg-laying, with intention of 
difburdening this important load ; but, Jolter be- 
ing engaged with his pupil, and all the people of 
the houfe ignorant of the only language he could 
fpeak, he was compelled, with infinite reluétance, 
to addrefs himfelf to the doctor, who was, at that 
time, fhut up in hisown chamber. Having knocked 
at the door, to no purpofe, he peeped through 
the key-hole, and faw the phylician fitting at a 
table, with a pen in one hand, and paper before 
him, his head reclined upon his other hand, and 
his eyes fixed upon the ceiling,. as if he had been 
intranced. Pallet, concluding that he was under 
the power of fome convulfion, endeavoured to 
force the door open, and the noife of his efforts 
recalled the doctor from his reverie. ‘This pge- 
tical republican, being fo difagreeably difturbed, 
{tarted up in a paffion, and opening the door, no . 
fooner perceived who had interrupted him, than 
he dung it in his face with great fury, and curfed 

= him 


i a ee a od” i A he ee. ee - ee cs 9 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. ars 


him for his impertinent intrufion, which had 
deprived him of the moft delightful vifion thae 
ever regaled the human fancy. He imagined, 
(as he afterwards imparted to Peregrine) that 
as he enjoyed himfelf in walking though the 
flowery plain that borders on Parnaffus, he Was 
met by a venerable fage, whom, by a certain 
divine vivacity that lightened from his eyes, 
he inftantly knew to be the immortal Pindar. 
He was immediately ftruck with reverence and 
awe, and proftrated himfelf before the appari- 
tion, which taking him by the hand, lifted him 
gently from the ground; and with words more 
{weet than the honey of the Hybla bees, told 
him, that of all the moderns, he alone was vifited 
by that celeftial impulfe by. which himfelf had 
been infpired, when he produced his moft ap- 
plauded odes. So faying, he led him up the 
facred hill, perfuaded him to drink a copious 
draught of the waters of the Hippocrene, and - 
then prefented him to the harmonious nine, wh 
crowned his temples with a laurel-wreath. 

No wonder then, that he was enraged to find 
himfelf cut off from fuch fublime fociety. He 
raved in Greek againft the invader, who was fo 
big with his own purpofe, that, unmindful of the 
difgrace he had fuftained, and difregarding all the 
fymptoms of the phyfician's difpleafure, he ap- 
plied his mouth to the door, and in eager tone, 
<¢ Til hold you any wager (faid he) that I guefs 
the true caufe of Mr. Pickle’s imprifonment.” 
To this challenge he received no reply ; and 
therefore repeated it, adding, ** I fuppofe you 
imagine he was taken up for fighting a duel, or 
affronting a nobleman, or lying with fome man’s 
wife, or fome fuch matter ; but, agad! you was 

: never 
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never more miftaken in your life; and 7’ll hay 
my Cleopatra againft your Homer’s head, that in 
four and twenty hours you fhan’t light on the 
true reafon.”’ 
. The favourite of the mufes, exafperated at this 
vexatious perfeverance of the pamter, who he 
imagined had come thither to teige and infult 
him, ‘* I would (faid he) facriftce a cock to 
ZE{culapius, were I affured that any perfon had 
been taken up for extirpating fuch a troublefome 
Goth as you are from the face of the earth; and 
as for your boafted Cleopatra, which you fay 
was drawn from your own wife, I believe the 
copy has as much of the ro «ado as the original. 
But, were it mine, it fhould be hung up in the 
temple ef Cloacina, as the pitture of that god- 
defs ; for any other apartment weuld be difgraced 
by its appearance.” “* Hark ye, Sir, (replied 
Pallet, enraged in his turn at this contemptuous 
mention of his daring performance) you may 
make as free with my wife as you thik proper ; 
but ’ware my works, thofe are the children of 
my fancy, concetved by the glowing imagina- 
tion, and formed by the art of my own hands: 
and you yourfelf: are a Goth, and a Turk, and 
a Tartar, and an impudent pretending jack- 
anapes, to treat with fuch difrefpett a production 
which, in the opinions of all the connoiffeurs of 
the age, will, when finifhed, be a mafter-piece 
in its kind, and do honour to human genius and 


fkill. So I fay again and again, (and I care . 


not though your friend Playtor heard me) that 
you have no more tafte than a drayman’s horfe, 
and that thofe foolifh notions of the ancients 
ought to be drubb’d out of you with a good 
cudgel, that you might learn to treat men of parts 
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with more veneration. Perhaps you may not al- 
ways be in the company of one who will hollow. 
for affifttance, when you are on the brink of be- 
ing chaftifed for your infolence, as I did, when 
you brought upon yourfelf the refentment of that 
Scot, who, by the Lard! would have paid you 
both fcot and lot, as Falftaf fays, if the French 
officer had not put him in arreft.””_. 
_ The phyfician to this declamation, which was 
conveyed through the key-hole, anfwered, that 
he (the painter) was a fellow fo infinitely below 
his confideration, that his confcience upbraided 
him with no aétion of. his life, except that of 
choofing fuch a wretch for his companion and: 
fellow-traveller. . That he had viewed his cha- 
rater through the medium of good nature and 
compaffion, which had prompted him to give: 
Pallet an opportunity of acquiring fome new idezs 
under his immediate inftruction; but he had 
abufed his goodnefs and condefcenfion in fuch a 
flagrant manner, that he was now determined to 
difcard him intirely from his acquaintance, and 
defired him, for the prefent, to take himfe'f 
away, on pain of being kicked for his prefump- 
tion. , vo 
' Pallet was too much incenfed to be intimidated 
by this threat, which he retorted with great viru- 
lence, defying him to come forth, that it might 
appear which of them was beft fkilled in that pe- 
deftrian exercife which he immediately began to 
practife againft the door with fuch thundering ap- 
plication, as reached the ears of Pickle and his go- 
vernor, who coming out into the paflage, and 
feeing him thus employed, afked if he had forgot 
the chamber-pots of Aloft, that he ventured to 
Vou. Il. L be- 
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é : 
behave in {uch a manner, as intitled him to a fe- 
cond prefcPiption of the fame nature. 

The doétor underftanding that there was com~ 
pany at hand, opened the door in a twinkling, 
and fpringing upon his antagonift, like a tyger, a 
fierce contention would have enfued, to the in- 
finite fatisfaction of our hero, had not Jolter, to 
‘the manifeft peril of his own perfon, interpofed, 
and partly by force, and partly by exhortations, 
put'a ftop to the engagement.before it was’ fairly 
began, After having demonftrated the indecency 
of fach a vulgar rencounter betwixt two fellow- 
citizens in a foreign' land, he bege’d to know the 
caufe of their diffention, and oftesed his good of- 
fices towards an accommodation. . Peregrine alfo,. 
feeing the fray. was finifhed, expreffed: hintfelf to 
the fame purpofe; and the painter, for obvioue 
reafons, declining an explanation, his antagomift: 
told the.youth what a mortifying interruption he 
had fuffered by the impertinent intrufion of Pal-. 
let, and gave him a detail of the particulars of his 
vifion, as above recited. Thearbiter owned, the 
provocation was not.to be endured, and decreed, 


that the offender fhould make fonie atonement — 


_ for his tranfgreffion. Upon which the painter ob- 
ferved, that howfoever he might have been dif- 
pofed to make acknowledgments, if the phyfician 


had fignified his difpleafure like a gentleman,- the 


complainant had now forfeited all claim to any 
fuch conceffions, by the vulgar mansier in which’ 
he had reviled him and his:produGions ; obferving, 


that if he (the painter) had been inclined to re-' 


tort his flanderous infinuations,. the republicdn’s 


own works would have afforded ample fubje& for 


his ridicule and cenfure. 
2. | | After 
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After divers difputes and reprefentations, peace 


, was. at length concluded, on condition, that for 


the future the doctor fhduld never mention Cleo~- 
patra, unlefs he could fay femething in her praife; 
and that Pallet, in confideration of his having; 
been the firft aggreffor, fhould make a fketch of 
the phyfician’s vifion, to be. engraved and pre- 
fixed to the next elition of his: odes. 


CHAP. LXVI. 


Peregrine renews bisingutries about bis lo/t Amanda, 

- in the courfe of which he ss engaged in an in- 
trigue with a nun, which produces ftrange confe- 
quences. | 

HOUGH this treaty was concluded at 

“i sithe inftances of Peregrine and his gover- 
nor, it was impoffible that a lafting fricndthip 
could fubfift between the two parties, becaufe 
they entertained for each other the moft perfec 
contempt, which, in the courfe of their commu- 
nication, could not fail to minifter daily food for 
animofity and averfion. 

’ Qdur adventurer’s next care was to exercife ail - 

his diligertce and invention to findhis loft Amanda, 
who, now that he was detached from Mrs. Horn- 
beck, refumed the full poffeffion of his thoughts. 

As fhe would never tell him her own name, or 

that of her mother, his inquiries were directed by 

a perfonal defcription only ; and that, in fuch a 

populous city as Bruffels, could tend but very 

little to his fatisfaétion. He not only ordered his 

valet de chambre to exert his whole addrefs, in 

order to -difcover the place of her abode, but this 

dexterous minifter, who was very well acquainted 

in that city, retained a adozen of noted sar 
2, 
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for the fame purpofe, who were directed to em- 
ploy their refearches for a very handfome young 
lady, of the middle ftature, with fine black eyes, 
and teeth as white as fnow, .a native of Bruflels, 
though married to a French gentleman, and lately 
arrived from her hufband’s houfe on a vifit to her 
gnother, who was dangeroully ill. — 

Thus inftru@ted, they put themfelves in mo-. 
tion, while the lover in perfon frequented the 
court, the opera, the churches, public walks, and 
every place where he thought there was the leaft 
probability of feeing her. The defcription hie 
Mercury had given to the underftrappers of gal- 
lantry, in a good meafure fuited feveral ladies in 
town, whom Peregrine found means to fee, in 
confequence of the reports he had received ; but 
be could not recognize his dear fellow-traveller 
among the number. At laft one of his terriers 
wave the valet de chambre to underftand, that at 
the grate of a certain nunnery, he had obferved 
a beautiful young creature, who refembled the 


picture he had drawn, and that upon inquiry, he. 


tound fhe had not taken the veil ; but her mother: 
being lately dead, had entered as a penfionaire, 
until her family-affairs could be adjufted. 


This piece of intelligence was no fooner com-. 


municated to our hero, than he flew in the ut- 
moft impatience to tne nunnery, and, without ale 
Jowing himfelf to believe that this boarder could 


be any other than the obje&@ of his purfuit, de- 


dired the portrefs to tell the young lady who was 
lately admitted, that one of her relations bege’d 


to fpeak with her at the grate. He had not waited . 


five minutes, when this nymph appeared ; and 


though he found his expectation difappointed, he. 
syas fu flruck with the charms of this new figure, . 


that 


i ee 
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that his heart throbbed when fhe approached 5 
and after he had: afked pardon for the liberty he 
had taken, and explained the nature of his mis 
ftake, he could not help telling her, that he 
thought himfelf fortunate’ in the mifinformation 
he had received, fince it was attended with the 
pleafure of feeing fuch an amiable young lady. 
‘To this compliment fhe replied with great fpirit 
and good humour, that encouraged the youth to . 
continue the converfation, during which he pro- 
fefled himfelf her admirer; and -when, for the 
fake of decorum, he was obliged to take his leave, 
earneftly begg’d he might be allow’d to repeat his 
vifit: and having obtained this permiffion, and 


the knowledge of her name, returned to his lodg-- 


ings in full confidence of bringing this intrigue to 


w profperous iffue. 


. Nor had the young gentleman in this cafe over- 
rated his own fuccefs: the lady happened to be 
of a very amorous complexion, and her paffions 
being inflamed rather than mortified, by the re- 
ftraint in which fhe lived, fhe was captivated by 
the perfon of Peregrine, "and his infmuating ad- 
drefs had confirmed his conqueft. He did not fail 
to be at rhe grate next day, where he urged his 
fuit with fuch irrefiftible recommendations, that 
fhe confefled a mutual flame, after having ob- 
ferved, that the circumftances of her fituation 
would not permit her to-protra@ that acknow- 
ledgment‘in the ufual form. He received this 


confeffion with tranfport, as‘ the'effufion of an 


ingenuous mind, that foars above all the little arts 
and difguifes of ‘the. fex ; and intreated her to tell 
him when or where he fhould have the happinefs — 
of converfing with her, without ag interpofition 
of thefe.invidious bats... 

: L 3 | She 
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She gave him to underftand, that as ther friends 
had put her under the dire€tion of @ fevere ab- 
befs, it would be impofible for her to go abroad 
without the connivance of the portrefs, and 
equally impracticable for him to gain admittance 
into the.canvent, without running a manifeft rifk 
of being difcovered, and confequently punifhed 
with the utmoft feverity. 

"When a fair lady was in the cafe; our adven- 
turer defpifed all danger, and fpared no expence. 
‘Thus informed, he ftudied the difpofition of the 
old ffter who kept the keys; and in her appear- 


ance and converfation, diftinguifbed the impla-— 


cable rancour of a waman who had {pent her 


youth in all the mortification of detefted celibacy. 


phe bore a moft inveterate grudge to all her ju- 
niors, who ftill remained within the pofhibility of 
enjoying thofe pleafures fram which fhe was.eter- 
nally cut off, and obferved all the young men 
who appeared at the grate with the moft envious 
fufpicion. Not-even the power.of all-perfuading 
go'd could tame the {pite, or foften the vizgilang 
afperity of this indomitable maiden. | 

Our lover tampered with her in vain; nays 
the threatened to inform the abbefs of his facri- 
legious attempt, that,he mighg, ‘far the future, 
be excluded from the privilege af fpeaking to the 
nuns: and, for the farft time, he. found the art 
of corruption mefiectual,., Baffled in this endea- 
your, be conferred with his miftrefs about fome 
other means .of procuring an ynreftrided inter- 
view ; and fhe, in the fertility of her invention, 
prapofed, that he fhould make it his bufinefs to 
find fome woman, who, by her acquaintance in 
the convent, would introduce him in a female 
drefs, as.a ftranger defizous of feeing the eeconomy 

| of 
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of the houfe. . The expedient was wonderfully 
relifhed by the gallant, who had immediate re- 
courfe to the affiftance of his valet de chambre, 
by whom he was next day made acquainted with 
a certain good-natured gentlewoman, who, for 
an handfome confideration, undertook the tafk. 
From this good lady’s wardrobe he was accord - 
ingly accommodated with a proper fuit, which, 
on account of his ftature, was pieced for the pur- 
pofe: and his miftrefs being previoufly prepared 
with the knowledge of their intention, he fet out 
in the afternoon with his conduétrefs, who had 
intereft enough to obtain his admiffion, on pre- 
tence of his being an Englith lady, juft arived 
from her own country, and curjous to fee the me- 
nage and accommodations of anunnery. ‘Though 
the alteration of his drcfs, and a pair of artificial 
‘eye-brows, fcreened hin from the penetrating 
‘eye of the portrefs, there was fomething fo re- 
‘markably fingular in his make, ftature, counte- 
mance and mien, that the fifters gazed upon him 
as a prodigy ; and he could hear them, as he 


paffed, afking of each other, with expreffions of 


aftonifhment, if all the women in England made 
fuch a ftrange appearance. | | 
Having vifited the cells and chapel, his charmer 
officioufly offered her fervice in condu@ting the 
{tranger to the garden ; and after having attended 
them in walking feveral turns, invited them to 
‘repofe in a fmall arbour, that ftood at one corner, 
in the middle of a tuft of trees, which rendered it | 
impervious to the view. ‘The old gentlewoman — 
underftanding the hint, accompanied the lovers. 
‘to the entrance of this grove, where fhe left 
them, on pretence of being ftill unwearied with: 


the exercife of her legs ; and their mutual. raptures- 
L. 4. ” 
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in this ftolen interview began to rife to a very 
interefting pitch, when they were alarmed by the 
ruftiing of the leaves behind them; and turning 
their eyes towards the place, perceived they were 
difcovered by a nun, who, either by accident or 
defign, had concealed herfelf in the thicket, until, 
fcandalized by their behaviour, fhe thought it 
high time to fignify ker prefence. 
_ It is not to be doubted that cur hero and his 
niiflrefs were grievoufly difconcerted on this oc- 
cafion. ‘The lady cried fhe was undone, and had 
almoft fainted with fear, which was not at all 
without foundation, confidering that not only 
her reputation, but even her life was at ftake. 
Peregrine, though he could eafily have made his 
cfcape over the garden-wall, had too much gal- 
lantry to leave his charmer and friend in fuch a 
dangerous dilemma; and therefore, with ad- 
mirable prefence of mind, advanced to the au- 
thor of his perplexity, and without any cere- 
mony or courtfhip, found means to make her a 
party in the fecret, before fhe could recollect her- 
felf fo far as to find fault with his proceeding. 
This meafure re-eftablifhed the tranquillity of 
the fcene : the two ladies embraced as fifters,, and 
’ vowed et-rnal friendfhip on the fpot; and the 
young gentleman having protefted that he would 
fhare his affection between them, and practife 
ithe fame methcd of vifiting them ina few days, 
rejoined his directrefs, and returned in fafety to 
his own lodgings, being but indifferently fatished 
with the adventure of the day, by which he found 
himfelf obliged, either to forego all correfpon- 
dence with the woman he loved, or carry on an 
Intrigue with a perfon who was not at all to his 
liking ; 
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diking ; for the.attractions of the nun were by no 


‘means: inchanting. ° e 


‘He next day‘appeared at the prate in hy own 
perfon, and.intimated his fentiments‘on this fubject 
to his miftrefs, who .affured him, that notwith- 
Standing her behaviour to the fifter, in the emer- 
gency of yefterday, fhe would much rather be de- 


‘bafred of his company for ever, than enjoy it 


‘upon the terms which neceffity had obliged him 
to propofe... She-faid, the refleAion on what had 
‘pafled in the grove, had infpired her with fuch 
an unconquerable averfion for that accidental ri- 
‘val, that fhe could not think of her without hate 


- ‘and indignation. She wifhed fhe had run all 


rifks, rather than fubmit to fuch detefted partition ; 
and vowed with great warmth, that let the con- 
fequence be what it would, fhe was determined 
to difcover the whole affair to the abbefs, if ever 
he fhould introduce himfelf again, in a manner 
which muft fubje€t him to the knowledge and 
claim of her competitor., 

He applauded the delicacy of her fentmienes 
which he {wore were exatly. conformable to his 


own; and promifed to-defift from thofe vifits that 


gave her umbrage, encouraging her to hope, that 
they would find fome other means of fettling an 
intercourfe, in which fhe fhould. ingrofs -his un+ 
divided attention. Such a fcheme was actually 
the fubject of his thoughts at that time; and a 
youth of his fruitful imagination, affifted with the. 
counfels of fuch a confummate. politician as th¢ 
yalet de chambre, would‘undaubtedly have brought 


. 3t to maturation, had not his. aim been anticipated 


by an unforefeen accident, that flowed from the 
partial adminiftration of his favour. -The nun 


wae had. been indebted to.chance for his addrefles, 
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was too con{cious.of her own inferior qualifica- 
tions, to think fhe could difpute the heart of our 
hero with the young lady, who was previoufly 
potiefied of his affection; fhe ‘knew, that her 
fhare of his good graces was altogether cafual, 
and that the continuance of his affiduities muft 
be the effe&t of policy and conftrained complai- 
fance ; yet, even on thefe confiderations,they were 
too agreeable ta be given up; and therefore fhe 
refolved to guard her privilege‘with the moft mi- 
nute vigilance and caution. Jeajioufy was the 
natural confequence of thefe fuggeftions: the af- 
fignation.in the garden, fhe knew, muft have been 
preceded byfome communication ; and.as there was 
no other opportunity of converfing with the .male 
fex, except that of ‘holding a conference through 
the grate, fhe went to the.portrefs, witha view 
of. obtaining fome intelligence ; and pumped the 
beldame fo.:fuccefsfully, that fhe learnt how her 
vival had that.very.forenoon been favoused with a 
vifit by a young gentleman, whom fhe fuppofed 
to be no other than their common gallant. In- 


famed with this information, fhe taxed the young- 


Jady with dowbledealing ; and fcolded wath fuchdit- 
ternefs, that the other, already prejudiced againft 
her pretenfions, could no longer contain her re- 
fentment,. which fhe uttered in contemptuous. 


{neers again{t her-perfonal attributes ; and.in the 


pride of .her wrath declared, ‘that fhe ought not 
ao expe€another interview with ‘her lover-in-the 
grove; for he was atready too much fatiated with 


her charms. to return.to fuch a‘banquet, and had. 
relinquifbed her to the chance of: meeting with. 


another charitable meal. 
No tygrefs. robbed of :her-young was-ever ex- 
alted to an higher pitch of. fury. than. this-.nun, 
I 3 ; | 
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when fhe found herfelf abandoned by her lover,. 


‘and infulted in this mortifying explanation. She: 


darted upon her antagonift, like a hawk upon a 
partridge, and with her nails disfigured that fair. 


face which ihad defrauded her of her deareft ex- 


pectation. Nor did the rival tamely bear the: 
barbarity of her rage; what fhe wanted in ftrength: 
the fupplied with fpirit,. and twifting her hand in. 
the hair of the aggreffor, pulled her head with. 
violence to the ground. ‘The noife of this con- 
tention, increafed by the cries of the combatants,. 
whofe tongues were more active than their hands,, 
brought a croud of fifters to the fpot ;. but fo: 
fiercely were they engaged, that they neither 
minded admonitions nor threats, nor paid the: 
leaft regard to their own reputation ; but on the 
contrary, as ifthey had not known that they 
were furrounded by numbers, who heard every: 


word that proceeded from their mouths, they 


made no fecret of the caufe of their difpute,which, 
in the precipitancy of their wrath, they divulged 
with all its circumftances, to the amazement of 
the by-{tanders. 

At length the lady abbefs arrived, and what - 
her authority could not accomplifh, was eftecied: 
by two lay-fifters, who being fummoned for the 


‘purpofe, feparated the rivals, who were by this. 
‘time quite exhaufted with the fatigue of the battle. 


Had this mutual detection been made in any 
company of females, the fecret would have 


-hardly refted among thofe who heard it, much lefs 


in a convent, where fo many old maidens hap- 
pened to be prefent. One of thefe antiquated de- 


votees accordingly. imparted it to the fuperior,, 


who having examined into the particulars, and. 


found the information true, from the rath reeri- 
Lu. 6: mination: 
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mination of the incenfed parties on their trial, 
confidered the affair as a very ferious matter, 
_which affected the good order and reputation of 
_her convent, affembled all the fifters, and ex- 
horted them to fupprefs the difcovery, as a cir- 
cumftance injurious to the character of the houfe ; 
laid f{tri€&t injun@ions on the portrefs, to be very 
_ Cautious for the future in the difcharge of her of - 
fice, delivered over the backfliding nun to a fe- 
_ Vere penance prefcribed by her ghottly father, and 
_that very day fent her boarder back to her rela- 
tions, with a hint of what had happened, and 
_an advice to difpofe of her in fome remote nun- 
nery, where fhe would be lefs expofed to the ma- 
chinations of her gallant. 

Our lover, utterly ignorant of this unlucky 
fray and its confequence, was confaunded when 
the wrinkled turnkey refufed to admit him to the 
grate, telling him, that his impious contrivance 
had come to light ; that the lewd young woman, 
for whofe fake he had been guilty of fuch a flagrant 
crime, was banifhed from the convent; and that 
if ever he fhould make another attempt to difturb 
the tranquillity of their retreat, a formal com- 


plaint would be preferred againft him to the civil - 


magiftrate. 

Thunderftruck with this reception, he did not 
think proper to advance any thing in his own 
vindication, but retreated with all convenient dif- 
patch, not ill pleafed at the iflue of an adventure 
which might have proved not only difagreeable, 
but dangerous in the higheft degree. - He at once 
conjectured, that the mutual jealonfy of the la- 
ics had betrayed the intrigue; and imagined, 
that now his charmer was delivered from the re- 
ftrictions of a convent, fhe wou'd be more ac- 
. are cefible 
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ceffible to his endeavours. On this fuppofition, 


he fent his couriers upon the fcout ; and as he 
- knew her name, it was not long before he learnt, 


from their artful inquiries, that immediately after 
her difmiffion from one nunnery, fhe had been 
entered in another at Ghent, in confequence of 


-the fuperior’s advice, and in all likelihood would 
be compelled to take the veil by her guardians, 
‘who were remarkably zealous for the welfare of 
-her foul. | 


CHAP. LXVII. 


+ The travellers depart for Antwerp, at which place 


the painter gives a@ loofe to his enthufiafm. 


UR adventurer thus deprived of an agree- 
able correfpondence, and baffted in alt his 


‘efforts to retrieve the other object of his paffion, 
‘yielded at length to the remonftrances of his go- 


vernor and fellow-travellers, who, out of pure 


-complaifance to him, had exceeded their intended 
‘ftay by fix days at leaft: and a couple of poft- 


chaifes, with three riding-horfes, being hired, 
they departed from Bruffels in the morning, dined 


-at Mechlin, and arrived about eight in the even- 


ing at the venerable cit) of Antwerp. During 
this day’s journey, Pallet was elevated to an un- 
common flow of fpirits, with the profpect of fee- 
ing the birth: place of Rubens, for whom he pro- 
feffed an enthufiaftic admiration. He f{wore, that 


‘the pleafure he felt was equal to that of a Mufful- 
‘man, on the laft day of his pilgrimage to Mecca ; 


and that he already confidered himfelf a native of 
Antwerp, being fo intimately acqainted with 


fain 
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tain junétures, he could not help believing him- 
felf derived, becaufe his .own pencil adopted the 
“manner .of that great.man with furprifing facility, 
and his face wanted nothing but a pair of 
whifkers and a beard to exhibit the exprefs image 
of the Fleming’s countenance. He told them, . 
he was fo proud of this refemblance, that in order 
to render.it.more ftriking, hehadat one time of his 
life refolv.ed to keep.his face facred fram the razor 3. 
- and in that purpofe had perfevered, notwithftand- 
ing the continual reprehenfions of Mrs. Pallet, 
who being then with child, faid, his afpe&t was 
fo hideous, that fhe dreaded a mifcarniage every 
hour, until fhe threatened, in ‘plain terms, to 
difpute the fanity of his intellects, and apply to 
the chancellor for a committee. 
_ The do&tor on this oceafion.obferved, that a 
man who is not proof againft the folicitations of 
a woman, can never expect to make a great fi- 
gure in life; that painters and poets ought to cul- 
tivate no wives but the mufes; or if they are, by 
the accidents of fortune, incumbered with fami- 
lies, they fhould carefully guard againft that per- 
n:cious weaknefs, falfely honoured with the ap- 
pellation of xatural affectian, and pay no manner 
of regard to the impertinent cuftoms of the world.. 
‘© Granting that you had been for a fhort time 
dzemed a lunatic, (faid he) you might have ac- 
quitted yourfelf honourably of that imputation, 
by fome performance that would have raifed your 
character above all cenfure. Sophocles himiclf, 
, that celebrated tragic poet, who for the {weetnefs. 
of his verfification, was filed wiaziz, or the bce, 
in his old age fuffercd the fame accufation fron: 
his own children, who fecing him neglect his 
fan.uy affairs, and devote himfelf intircly to poe~ 


trys 
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try, carried ‘him before the magiftrate, as a man 
«whofe intelle&s were fo much impaired ‘by the 
anfirmities:of age, that ‘he was no longer fit to 
§manage ‘his domeftic concerns ; upon which the 


reverend ‘bard produced his tragedy of Osdovs 


sms scone, asa work he had juft finifhed ; which 
being:perufed, inftead of- ‘being declared unfound 
of underftanding, ‘he ‘was difmiffed with admira- 
tion and applaufe. 1 wifh-your beard and whifkers 
had’ been fanGtioned -by the like authority; though 
Jam afraid you would have been in the predica- 
ment of thofe difciples of -a certain philofopher, 
-who drank decoCtions of cummin-feeds, that their 
faces might adopt the palenefs of their mafter’s 
complexion, ‘hoping, that in being a8 wan, they 
swould: be a3 learned as their teacher.”” The 
painter, ftung with this farcafm, replied, ** or 
Jike thofe Virtuofi, who by ‘repeating Greek, eat- 
ing fillikickaby, and pretending to fee vifions, 
think they equal the ancients in tafteand genius.” 
The phyfician retorted, PaHet rejoined, and the 
altercation continued, until they entered the gates. 
of Antwerp, when the admirer of Rubens broke 
forth into a rapturous exclamation, which put an 
end to the difpute, and: attraéted the notice of 
the inhabitants, many of whom, by fhrugging up 
their fhoulders, and pointing to their foreheads, | 
gave {Lrewd indications, that they believed him a. 
poor gentleman difordered in his brain. “ 
"They had no fooner alighted at the inn, than. 
this pfeudo-enthufiaft propofed to vifit the great 
church, in which he had teen informed fome of 
his mafter’s pieces. were-to be feen; and was re- 
markably chagrined, when he underftood that he 
could not. be admitted til] nextday. He rofe next 
morning by day-break; and difturbed. his fellow- 


tha- 
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travellers in fuch a noify and clamorous manner, 
that Peregrine determined to punifh him with 
fome new infliction, and while he put on_ his 
cloaths, atually formed the plan'of prometing 
‘aduel between him and the doctor; in the ma- 
nagement of which he promifed himfelf ftore of 
entertainment, from the behaviour of both. 
' Being provided with one of. thofe domeftics 
“who are always in waiting to offer their fervices 
‘to ftrangers on their firft arrival, they were con= 
ducted to the houfe of a gentleman who had an 
excellent collection of pictures ; and though the 
greateft part of them were painted by his fa- 
vourite artift, Pallet condemned them all by the 
‘lump, becaufe Pickle had. told him beforehand, 
that there was not one performance of Rubens 
among the number. 2, 2) |e 
_ The next place they vifited, was what is 
called the academy. of painting, furnifhed with a 
number of sro | pieces, in which our painter 
recognized the ftile of Peter. Paul, with many 
expreffions of admiration, on.the fame fort of 
previous intelligence. oe | 
_ From this repofitory they. went to the great 
church, and being led. to the tomb of Rubens, 
the whimfical painter, fell upon his knees, and 
worfhipped, with fuch appearance of devotion, 
that the attendant, fcandalized at his fuperftition, 
pulled him up, obferving with ,great warmth, 
that the perfon buried in that place was. no faint, 
but as great a finner as himfelf;. and that if he 
was {piritually difpofed, there was a chapel of the 
Bleffed Virgin, at the. diftance of three yards on 
the right hand, to which he might retire. He 
thought it was incumbent upon him to manifeit 
fome extraordinary infpiration, while he refided 
| on 
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on the fpot where Rubens was born ; and there- 
fore, his whole behaviour was an affeGation of 
rapture,-exprefled in diftra&ted exclamations, con- 
vulfive ftarts, and uncouth getticulations. In the 
midft of this frantic behaviour, he faw an old 
Capuchin, with a white beard, mount the pul- 
pit, and hold forth to the congregation with fuch 
violence of emphafis and gefture, as captivated his 
fancy ; and bawling aloud, ‘© Zounds ! what an 
excellent Paul preaching at Athens!” ‘he pulled 
a pencil and {mall memorandum-book from his 
pocket, and began to take a fketch of the orator, 
with great eagernefs and agitation, faying, ** Egad! 
friend Raphael, we fhall fee whether you or f 
have got the beft knack at trumping up an Apo- 
f{tle.’ ‘This appearance of difrefpe& gave offence 
‘to the audience, which began to murmur againft 
this heretic libertine ; when one of the prie 
belonging to the choir, in order to prevent any 
ill confequence from their difpleafure, came and 
told him in the French language, that fuch liber- 
ties were not permitted in their religion, and ad~ 
‘vifed him to hay afide his implements, left the 
people fhould take umbrage at his defign, and be 
sprovoked to punifh him as a profane fcoffer at 
their worthip. | ee 2 

The painter feeing himfelf addreffed by a friar, 
‘who, while he fpoke, bowed with great com- 
plaifance, imagined that he was a begging bro- 
ther come to fupolicate his charity; and his at- 
tention being quite ingrofled by the defign he was 
-making, he patted the prieft’s fhaven crown with 
his hand, faying, Oter tems, oter tems 3 and then 
refumed his pencil with great earneftnefs. ‘The 
ecclefiaftic perceiving that the ftranger did not 


comprehend his meaning, pulled him by the a 
: an 


234 The AnvenTURES of ° 


and explained himfelf in the Latin tongue: upon - 


which, Pallet,. provoked at his intrufion, curled 
him aloud for an impudent beggarly fon of 2 
whore ; and taking out a {chelling, flung it upon 
the pavement, with manifeft figns of indigna- 
tion. 

Some of the common people, enraged to fee 
their religion contemned, and their priefts in- 
fulted at the very altar, rofe from their feats, and 
furrounding the aftonifhed painter, one of the 


number fnatched his book from his hand, and - 


tore it into a thoufand pieces. Frightened as he 
was, he could not help crying, ** Fire and fag- 
gots! all my favourite ideas are gone to wreck !’” 
and was in danger of being very roughly handled: 
by the croud, had not Peregrine ftepped in, and 
affured.them, that he was.a poor unhappy gen- 
tleman, who laboured under a tranfport of the 
brain. Thofe who underftood the French lan- 
guage communicated this information to the refts 
fo that he efcaped without any other chatkife- 
ment, than that of being obliged to-retire. And 
as they could not fee the famous de fcent from the 
- crofs till after the fervice was finifhed, they were 
conducted by their domeftique to the houfe of a 
painter, where they found a beggar ftanding for 
bis picture, and the artift aGtually employed in 
Yeprefenting a huge Joufe that crawled upon his 
fhoulder. Pallet was wonderfully pleafed with 
this circumftance, which he {aid was altogether 
a new thought, .and an excellent hint, of which 
+he would make his.advantage: and in the courfe 
of his furvey of this Fleming’s perfarmances, 
perceiving a piece in which ttwo flies were en- 
gaged upon the carcafe of a dog half devoured, 
he ran.to his brother .brufh, and {wore be was 

worthy 
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worthy of being a fellow-citizen of the immortal 
Rubens. He then lamented, with many expref: 
fions of grief and refentment, that he had loft 
his common place-book, in which he had pre- 
ferved a thoufand. conceptions of the fame fort, 
formed by the accidental objeéts of his fenfes and 
imagination ; and took an opportunity of telling 
his fellow-travellers, that in execution he had 
equalled, if not excelled, the two ancient painters 
who vied with each other in the reprefentation of 
a curtain anda bunch of grapes; for he had ex~ 
hibited the image of a certain obje& fo like to na- 
ture, that the bare fight of it fet a whole hog-fty 
in an uproar. 

When he had examined and applauded all the 
productions of this minute artift, they returned 
so the great church, and were entertained with 
the view of that celebrated mafter-piece of Ru- 
bens, in wh'ch he has introduced the portraits of 
him‘elf and his whole family. ‘The.doors that 
conceal this capital performance were no fooner 
unfolded, than our enthufiaft, debarred the ufe 
of {peech, .by a previous covenant with his friend 
Pickle, Jifted up his hands and eyes, and putting 
himfelf in the attitude of Hamlet, when his fa- 
ther’s ghoft appears, adored in filent extafy:and 
awe. He even made a merit of neceffity.; and 
when they had withdrawn from the place, pro- 
tefted that his whole faculties were fwallowed up 
in love and admiration. He now profeffed him- 
felf more than ever enamoured of the Flemifh 
{choo], raved in extravagant encomiums, and 
propofed, that the whole company fhould pay 
homage to the memory of the divine Rubens, by 
repairing forthwith to the houfe in a bi 
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lived, and proftrating themfelves'on the floor of 
his painting room. =. 7 

As there was nothing remarkable in the tene- 
ment, which had been rebuilt more than once 
fince the death of that great man, Peregrine ex- 
cufed himfelf from complying with the propofal, 
on pretence of being ‘fatigued with the circuit 
they had already performed. Jolter declined it 
for the fame reafon; and the queftion being put 
to the doctor, he refufed his company with an air 
of difdain. Pallet, piqued at his contemptuous 
manner, afked if he would not go and fee the 
habitation of Pindoor, provided he was in the city 
where that poet lived? And when.the phyfician 
obferved, that there was an infinite difference be~ 
tween the men.“ That I'll allow, .(replied the 
painter) for the devil a poet ever lived in Greece 
or Troy, that was worthy to clean the pencils of 
our beloved Rubens.” ‘The phyfician could not 
with any degree of temper and forbearance hear 
‘this outrageous blafphemy, for which, he faid, 
Pallet’s eyes ought to be picked out by owls: 
and the difpute rofe, as ufual, to:fuch fcurrilities 
of language and indecency of behaviour, that 
_ paffengers began to take notice of their animo- 
fity ; and Peregrine was obliged to interpofe, for 
his own credit. ee es 
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CHAP, LXVII. - 


Peregrine artfully foments a quarrel between Pallet 
and the phyfician, who fight @ duel. on the 
ramparts. | 


HE painter betook himfelf to the houfe of 
_ the Flemifh Raphael, and the reft of the 
company went back to their lodgings ; where the 
young gentleman, taking the advantage of being 
alone with the phyfician, recapitulated all the af- 
fronts he had fuftained from the painter’s petu- 
lance, aggravating every circumftance of the dif- 
grace, and advifing: him, in the capacity of a 
friend, to take care of his honour, which could 
not fail to fuffer in the opinion. of the world, if 
he allowed himfelf to be infulted with impunity, 
by one fo much his inferior in every degree of. 
confideration. - 
The phyfician affured him, that Pallet had hi- 
therto efcaped chaftifement, by being deemed an 
objeé&t unworthy his refentment, and in confide- 
ration of the wsetch’s family, for which his com- 
paffion was interefted ; but, that repeated inju-- 
ries would inflame the moft benevolent difpo- 
fition : and although he could find no precedent 
of duelling among the Greeks and Romans, whom 
he confidered as the patterns of demeanour, Pallet 
fhould no longer avail himfelf of his veneration 
for the ancients, but be punifked for the very 
next offence he fhould commit. 
Having thus fpirited up the doctor to a refolu- 
tion from which he could not decently fwerve, our 
ze venturer acted the incendiary with the other party 


alfo; giving him to underftand, that the phy- 
fician 
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fician treated his character with fuch contempf, 
and behaved to him with fuch infolence, as no 
gentlemart ought to bear: that for his own part, 
he was every day put out of countenance by their 
mutual antmofity, vhich appeared in nothing but 
vulgar expreffions, more becoming fhoe-boys and 
oyfter-women than men of honour and educa- 
tion; and therefore he fhould be obliged, con- 
trary to his inclination, to break off all corre- 
fpondence with them both, if they would not falP 
‘ upon forme method to retrieve the dignity of their 
characters. 

Thefe reprefentations would have had little effect 
upon the timidity of the painter, who was like- 


wife'tdo: much of a Grecian to approve of fingle: 


combat, in any other way than'that of boxing, 
an exercife in which he was well fkil?d, had not 
they been accompanied with an infinuation, that 
his antagonift was no Helor,. and that he might 
humble him intoany conceffion, without running: 
the leaft perfonal rifk. Animated by this affurance, 
our fecond Rubens fet the trumpet of defiance to 
his mouth, fwore that he valued not his life a 
rufh, when his honour was concerned, and in- 
treated Mr. Pickle to be the bearer of a chal- 
lenge, which he would inftantly ‘commit to 
writing. 

The mifchievous fomentor highly applauded 


this manifeftation of courage, by which he was. 


at liberty to cultivate his friendfhip and fociety ; 
but declined the office of carrying the billet, that 
his tendernefs of Pallet’s reputation might not be 
mifinterpreted into an officious defire of pro- 


moting quarrels. At thefametimehe recommended 


‘Tom Pipes, not only as a very proper meflenger 
on this occafion, but alfo asa trufty fecond in 
the field. The magnanimous,painter took his 


ad- 
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advice, and retiring to his chamber, penn’d a 
challenge in thefe terms.’ . 


«SIR, 


THEN I am heartily provoked, I fear 
not the devil himfelf; much lefs——I 
will not’ call you a pedantic coxcomb, nor an 
unmannerly fellow, becawfe thefe are the hippy- 
thets of the wulgar: but, remember, fuch as you 
are, I neyther love you nor. fear you; but, on 
the contrary, expect fatisfa@ion: for your auda- 
cious behaviour to. mé, on: divers occafions; and 
will, this evening, in the twilight, meet you cr 
the ramparts with fword and piftol; where the 
Lord have mercy on the foul. of one of us; for 
your body fhall find no favour with your incenfed 
defier,. till.death, : | : 


LAYMAN PALLET. 


This refolute defiance, after having been fub- 
mitted to the perufal, and honoured with the ap- 
probation of our youth, was committed to the 
charge of Pipes, who, accordirg to his orders, 
delivered it in the afternoon ; and brought for 
anfwer, that the phyfician would attend him at 
the appointed time and place. The challenger w:s 
evidently difcompofed at the unexpected news of 
this acceptance, and ran about the houfe in great 
diforder, in queft of Peregrine, to beg his further 
advice and affiftance ; but, underftanding that the 
youth was engaged in private with his adverfary, 
he began to fufpeét fome collufion, and curfed 
himfelf for his folly and precipitation. He even 
entertained fome thoughts of retracting his invi- 
tation, and fubmitting to the triumph of his 

cagonilt - 
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tagonift: but, before he would ftoop to this op- 
probrious condefcenfion, he refolved to try an- 
other expedient, which might be the means of 
faving both his character and perfon. In this 
hope he vifited Mr. Jolter, and very gravely de- 
fired he would be fo good as to undertake the of- 
fice of his fecond, in a duel which he. was to 
fight that evening with the phyfician. 

The governor, inftead of anfwering his ex- 
pectation, in exprefling fear and concern, and 
breaking forth into exclamations of, ‘* Good 
God! gentlemen, what d’ye mean? You fhall 
not murther one another, while it is in my power 
to prevent your purpofe. I will go dire€ly to 
the governor of the place, who fhall interpofe his 
authority.” I fay, inftead of thefe and other 
friendly menaces of prevention, Jolter heard the 
propofal with the moft phlegmatic tranquillity, 
and excufed himfelf from accepting the honour 
he intended for him, on account of his character 
and fituation, which would fot permit him to be 
concerned in any fuch rencounters. Indeed this 
mortifying reception was owing to a previous hint 
from SE who dreading fome fort of in- 
terruption from his governor, had made him ac- 
quainted with his defign, and affured him, that 
the affair fhould not be brought to any dangerous 
iffue. 

Thus difappointed, the dejected challenger was. 
overwhelmed with perplexity and difmay ; and in 
the terrors of death or mutilitation, refolved to 
deprecate the wrath of his enemy, and conform 
to any fubmiffion he fhould propofe; when he was 
accidentally encountered by our adventurer, who 
with demoriftrations of infinite fatisfaction, told 
him in confidence, that his billet had thrown the 

doctor 
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. deGtor into ay.aganyof confterpation ; and that 
_ his acceptance of bis challenge. was a.meer.effort 
, of defpair, , caleulated to, confound the. ferocity 
_ of: the feader, and difpofe him fo liften to terms 
_ of accommodation; that he had imparted the 
_ letter to. him, with fear and trembling, on pre- 
tence of engaging him:as a fecond, buit in reality, 
-with a view of obtaining. bis good offices in pro- 
moting a reconciliation ; ‘© but, perceiving the 
fituation of his mind, (added our hero) I thought 
it would be ,mare-for your bonour to baffle his 
expeCtation ; and therefore I readily undertook 
the tafk.of attending him .to. the field, -in full af- 
. furance, that he will there humble himfelf before 
~ you, even to proftration. » In this fecurity, you 
" may go and prepare your arms, and befpeak the 
afiftance of: Pipes, who. will fquire you in. the 
field, while I keep myfelf up, that our corre- 
_ fpondence may not. be fufpected by the phyfician.”” 
_ Pallet’s {pirits,, that were funk to dejeCtion, rofe 
_at this encouragement to-all.the infolence of ‘tri- 
umph ; .he.again declared-his contempt of danger, 
_and..his. piftols being loaded..and. accommodated 
., with new fliints, .by. :his.trufty armcur-bearer, he 
waited, without Ainching, forthe hour-of battle. 
~, On the firft approach. of twilight, fomebody 
_ knacked at his daor, and Pipes having opened it 
_ at, his defire, ,he heard the voice of his antagonift 
_ pronounce, * Tell.Mr; Pallet, that I am going 
. to the place: of appointment.”’ - The painter was 
_ not a, little furprized. at this. anticipation, which 
_ fo illagreed with the information he had received 
from Pickle; and his concern beginning to re- 
cur, he fortified himfelf..with a large bumper of 
brandy, which, however,. did not overcome the 
, anxiety of his thoughts. .Nevesthelefs, .he fet 
Vou. Il. . M out 
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out on the expedition with his fecond, betwixt 
whom and himfelf the following dialogue paffed, 
in their way to the ramparts. ‘* Mr. Pipes, (faid 
the painter, with difordered accent) methinks the 
. doétor. was in a peftilent hurry with that meflage 
of his.”” ‘* Ey, ey, (anfwered Tom) I do fup- 
. pofe he longs to be foul of you.” ‘* What! 
- (replied the other) d’ye think he thirfts after my 
- blood?”” ** To be fure a does,” (faid Pipes, 
thrufting a large quid of. tobacco in his cheek, 
_ with great deliberation.)  ‘* If that be the cafe, 
(cried Pallet, beginning to fhake) he is no better 
than a Cannibal, and no Chriftian ought to fight 
him on equal footing.” Tom obferving his 
emotion, eyed him with a frown of indignation, 
faying, ** You an’t afraid, are you?”? ** God 
forbid! (replied the challenger, ftammering with 
fear.) What fhould I be afraid of? The worft 
he can do, is to take my life, and then he’)! be 
anfwerable both to God and man for the murder : 
Don’t you think he will?”? “<I think no fuch 
_ matter, (anfwered the fecond) if.fo be as how he 
puts a brace of bullets through your bows, and kills 
:. you fairly, it is no more murder than if I was to 
bring down a noddy from the main-top-fail-yard.” 
- By this time, Pallet’s teeth chattered with fuck 
- violence, that he could fcarce pronounce this 
reply, ** Mr. Thomas, you feem to make very | 
light of a man’s life; but I truft in the Almighty, 

I fhall not be fo eafily brought down. Sure many 
aman has fought a duel, without lofing his life. 
Do you imagine that I run fuch a hazard of fall- 
ing by the. hand of my adverfary:?”” You may, 
or you may not, (faid the unconcerned Pipes) juft 
as ithappens. What then? Death is a debt that 
every man owes, according to the fong ; and if 


you 
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you fet foot to foot, I think éne of you muft go 


to pot.” ** Foot to foot! (exclaimed the terri- 
fied painter) that’s downright butchery ; and I'll 
be damn’d before I fight any man on earth in 
fuch a barbarous way. What! d’ye take meto 
be a favage beaft?’? This declaration he made 
while they afcended the ramparts ; and, his atten- 
dant perceiving thé phyfician and his fecond at the 
diftance of an hundred paces before them, gave 


_ him notice of their appearance, and advifed him 


to make ready, and behave like a man. Pallet 


. in vain endeavoured to conceal his pannic, which 


difcovered itfelf in an univerfal trepidation of bo- 
dy, and the lamentable tone in which he an- 
fwered this exhortation of Pipes; faying, ‘* I do 
bebave like a man; but you would have me aé& 


, the partof abrute. Are they coming this way ?’’ 


When Tom told him that they had faced about, 
and admonifhed him to advance, the nerves of 
his arm refufed their office, he could not hold out 


. his piftol, and inftead of going forward, retreated 


with an infenfibility.of motion ; till Pipes, placing 
himfelf in the rear, fet his own back to that of 
his principal, and fwore he fhould not budge an 
inch farther in that direction. 


_. While the valet thus tutored the painter, his 


mafter enjoyed the terrors of the phyfician, which 


: were more ridiculous than thofe of Pallet, be- 
, caufe he was more intent upon difguifing them. 


His declaration to Pickle in the morning, would 
not fuffer him to ftart any objections when. he se- 
ceived the challenge ; and finding that the yourg 
gentleman made no offer of mediating the affair, 
but rather congratulated him on the occafion, 
when he communicated the painter’s billet, all 


is efforts confifted in oblique’ hints, and general 
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- yele@ions upon the abfurdity of duelling, which 
‘was firt introduced among civilized nations, by 

 ¢he barbarous:Huns and Longobards. He like- 

. wile pretended ‘to gidicule the ufe of fire-arms, 
‘Wehich confounded all.the.diftin@tions :of fkill and 
‘addrefs, ‘and deprived a combatan$ of.the gppor- 
tunity of fignalizing ‘his:perfonal prowefs. 

' Pickle aflented to the juftnefs of -his obferva- 
‘tions ; ‘but .at the fame time: reprefented the ne- 
ceffity of complying with: the cuftoms of the 
world, «(ridiculous ‘as they were) on which a 

-man’s’honour and reputation depend. So that, 
- feeing no hopes of profiting iby ‘that artifice, the 
republican’s agitation became/more and miore re- 
- markable ; and ‘he propofed-in plain terms, that 
‘ghey fhould contend in armour, like:the com- 
“ batants df-ancient days} for it was but reafonable, 
| that:they fhould practife the manner-of fighting, 
firice “they ‘adopted the difpofition of :thofe iron 
times. | Sh Be 2 
Nothing could ‘have afforded: more diverfion 'to 
our ‘hero, than the fight -of two’ fuclr deellifts 
_” afed ‘in iron; and “he ‘withed: that he had pro- 
_ moted. the ‘quarrel’ in Brufléls, where ‘he could 
have hired the armour of Charles the fifth, and 
the ‘valiant duke -of Parma, ‘for'their accommo- 
' dation: but, as there was no pofisbility of fur- 
nifhiny them cap-a-pee at Antwerp, he perfuaded 
him to:conform to the modern -ufe of the {word, 
and meet the painter on his‘own terms 5 and fuf- 
peéting that his fear would'fapply him with other 
“excufes for declining the combat, he comforted 
him with fome diftant infinuations :to the preju- 
dice of his adverfiry’s courage, which would in 
all probability evaporate, before any mifchief could 
happen. | | 
Not- 
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- Notwithftanding'this encouragement, he could 
not fupprefs the reluctance with which he went 
to the Feld, and: caft: many a wifhful look: over 
his left fhoulder; to fee whether or not his ad- 
verfary was at his ‘heels’; and when, by the ade ' 
vice of his*fecond; he took poffeffion of the’ _ 
ground; ‘dnd ‘turned about with ‘his face to the! 
enemy, it was’ not: fo dark, but that Peregrine. 
could perceive the uriufial palenefs of his coun- 
tenance, and the fweat ftanding in large drops © 
upon his’ forehead; nay, there was a manifeft 
diforder in his fpeech, when he regretted his want 
of the Pila and Parma, with which he would have ' 


‘made a rattling rioife, to aftonifh his foe, in. 


fprinzing forward, and finging the hymn to bat- 
tle, in the manner of the ancients. 

_In the mean time, obferving the hefitation of 
his antagonift, who, far from advancing, feemed 
to recoil, and even ftruggle with his fecond, he’ 

fled ‘the fituation of the painter’s thoughts ; 
and colle&ing all the manhood that he poffeffed, 
feized the opportunity of profiting by his enemy’s 
confternation ; and ftriking his fword and piftol : 
together, advanced in a fort of trot, raiftng a 
loud how}, in which he repeated, in lieu of the’ 
Spartan fong, part of a ftrophe from one of Pin-: 
dar’s Pythia, -beginning with "Ex Sea yag payarad 
pac Bphars wellais, &e.: This imitation of the 
Greeks had all the defired effe& upon the painter,’ 
who feeing the phyfician running towards him,’ 
like a fury, ‘with a piftol in his right hand, which 
‘was extended, and hearing the dreadful yelf he’ 
utteréd, and the outlandifh words he pronounced,’ 
was feized with an univerfal palfy of his linybs,’ 
and would have dropp’d down upon the ground, 
had not Pipes fupported and encouraged him to 
| M 3 ftand 
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ftand upon his defence. The dodor, contrary 
to his expectation, finding that he had not finched 
from the fpot, though he had, now performed 
one half of his career, put in praCice his laft 


effort, by firing his piftol, the noife of which. 


no fooner reached the ears of the affrighted painter, 
than he recommended his foul to God, and roared 
for mercy with great vociferation. soa 

The republican, overjoyed at this exclama- 
tion, commanded him to yield, and furrender 


his arms, on pain of immediate death; upon: 


which he threw away his piftois and fword, in 
fpite of all the admonitions and even threats of his 
fecond, who left him to his fate, and went up to 
his mafter, ftopping his nofe with figns of loath< 
ing andabhorrence,.. sis 

. The. victor having won the Spolia Opima, 
granted him his. life, on condition, that he would 


on bis knees fupplicate his pardon, acknowledge. 
himfelf inferior.to.his conqueror in every virtue. 


and qualification, and promife for the future to 
merit his favour by fubmiffion and refpeét.. Thefe 
infolent terms were readily embraced by. the un- 


fortunate challenger, who fairly owned, ,that he- 


was not at al} calculated for the purpofes of war, 
and that henceforth he would contend with no 
weapon but his pencil. He. begg’d with great 
humility, that Mr. Pickle would not think the 
worfe of his morals for this defect of courage, 


which was a natural infirmity inherited from his. 


father, and fufpend his opinign of his talents, 
until he fhould have an opportunity of contem- 
plating the charms of his Cleopatra, which, would 
be finithed in lefs than three months. 


Our hero obferved with an affected air of dif-. 


pleafure, that no man could be juftly condemned 
| for 
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for being fubje& to the impreffions of fear; and 

therefore his cowardice might eafily be forgiven « 

but, there was fomething fo prefumptuous, dif- 

honeft and difingenuous, in arrogating a quality . 
to which’ he knew he had not the fmalleft pre- 

tenfion, that he could not forget his mifbehaviour - 
all at once, though he would condefcend to com-.- 
municate with him as formerly, in hopes of fee-; 
ing a reformation in his conduét. Pallet pro- 

tefted, that there was no diffimulation in the 

cafe ; for he was ignorant of his own weaknelfs, 

until his refolution was put to the trial: he faith- 

fully promifed to demean himfelf, during the re- 

maining part of the tour, with that confcioug 
modefty and penitence which became a perfon in 
his condition ; and, for the prefent, implored the 
affiftance of Mr. Pipes, in difembaraffing him 
from the difagreeable confequence of his fear, 


CHAP. EXIX. 


The doctor exults in his victory. They fet out for 
Rotterdam, where they are entertained by two 
Dutch gentlemen in a yacht, which is overturned 
in the Maes, to the manip hazard of the 
painters life. They {pend the evening with their 
entertainers, and next day vifit a cabinet of cu- 
riofities. - : i % 


Th was accordingly ordered to minifter 
to his occafions ; and the conqueror, elated 
with his fuccefs, which he in a great meafure at- 
tributed to his manner of attack, and the hymn 
which he. howled, teld Peregrine, that he was 
now convinced of the truth of what Pindar fung 
in thefe words, “Oeca 2 prt wipianxs Zerg, atvdorlas 

M 4 Boas 
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Boeke Tliepl8at dich 5 for he had‘no fobner began' to’ 
repeat the meliifluent ftrains of that divine poet, : 
than the wretch his antagoriift-was confounded, 
and his nerves unftrung. 

On their return to the inn, he’ expatiated ‘on: 
the prudence and: tranquillity of -his own beha-- 
viout, and afcribed the conftefnation of Pallet to~ 
the remembrance of fome crime that lay‘heavy- 
upon his confcience: for, in his opinion, ‘a man’ 
of virtue and common fenfe could not poffibly be- 
afraid of death, which is not only the peaceful 
harbour that receives him fhattered on the tem-: 
peftuous fea of life, but alfo the eternal feal of 
his fame and glory, which it is no longer in his 
power to forfeit and forego. He lamented his 
fate, in being doomed to live in fuch degenerate’ 
days, when war is become a mercenary trade 5 
and ardently wifhed, that the day would: come,’ 
when he fhould have fuch an opportunity of fig- 
nalizing his coadtape in the ‘caufe' of liberty, as 
that of Marathon, where an handful of Athe- 
nians, fighting for their freedom, deféated the’ 
 whole‘ftrength of the Perfian empire. ‘** Would 
to heaven !' (faid he): my mufe were bleffed- with 
dn octafion’ to emulate that’ plotious teftimony 
on the trophy in'Cyprus, ereéted by Cirton; for 
two great viGtori¢s pained on the fame day’ over 
the-Perfians by fea and land; in which it is very 
remarkable, that the greatnefs of the .occafion 
Ras’ raifed ‘the manner of expreffion abové thé 
ufual fimplitity and modefty of all other ancient 
infcriptions.”” He then repeated it with all the 
pornp of declamatiori, arid fignifiéd his hope, that’ 
the French would one day invade us with fuch an 
army as that which Xerxes led into Greece, that 
it 
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it might be in his power to devote himfelf, like 
Leonidas, to the freedom of his country. 

This memorable combat. being thus deter- 


_ mined, and every thing that was remarkable in 


Antwerp furveyed, they fent their baggage down 
the Scheld to Rotterdam, and fet out for the 
fame place in a poft-waggon, which that fame 
evening brought them in fafety to the banks of 
the Maeze. “Fhey put up at an Englifh houfe 
of entertainment, ‘remarkable for the modefty 
and moderation of the landlord; and next morn- 
ing the doctor went in perfon, to deliver letters 
of ‘recommendation to two Dutch gentlemen, 
from one of his acquaintance at Paris. Neither 
of them happened to be at home when he called; 
fo that he left a meffage at their lodgings, with 
his addrefs ; and in the afternoon they waited up- 
on the company, and after many hofpitable. pro- 
feffions, one of the two invited them to {pend 
the evening at his houfe.. = ae 
Mean while, they had provided a pleafure- 
yacht, in which they propofed to treat them with 
an excasfion upon the Maeze. ‘This being al- 
moft the only diverfton that place affords, our 
young genticman relifhed the propofal; and nof- 
withftanding the remonttrances of Mr. Jolter, 
who declined the voyage on account of the rough- 
nefs of the weather, they went on board with- 
out hefitation, and found a collation prepared in 
the cabin. While they tacked to and fro in 
the river, under the jmpulfe of a mackerel breeze, 
the phyfician expreffed hig fatiefaction, and Pallet 
was ravifhed with the entertainment.’. But the 
wind increafing, to the unfpeakable joy of the 
Dutchmen, who ‘had now an opportunity of 


fhewing their dexterity in the management of the 
M's vefie), 
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veflel, the guefts found it inconvenient to ftand 
upon deck, and impoffible to fit below, on ac- 
count: of the clouds of tobacco-fmoke which 
rolled from the pipes of their entertainers, in fuch 
volumes as annoyed them even to the hazard of 
fuffocation. This fumigation, together with the 
extraordinary motion of the fhip, began to affect 
the head and ftomach of the painter, who bege’d 
earneftly to be fet on fhore : but the Dutch gen- 
tlemen, who had no idea of his fufferings, to 
_. which they had always been utter ftrangers, in- 

. fifted, with furprifing obftinacy of regard, upon 
his ftaying until he fhould fee an inftance of the 
fkill of their mariners ; and bringing him on deck, 
commanded the men to carry the veffel’s lee- 
gunwale under water. This nicety of navigation 
they inftantly performed, to the admiration of 
Pickle, the difcompofure of the dotor, and terror 
ef Pallet, who bleffed himfelf from the courtefy 
of a Dutchman, and prayed to heaven for his 
deliverance. 

While the Hollanders enjoyed the reputation 
of this feat, and the diftrefs of the painter at the 
fame time, the yacht was overtaken by a fudden 
fquall, that overfet her in a moment, and flung 
every man overboard into the Maeze, before 
they could have the leaft warning of their fate, 
much lefs, time to provide againft the accident. 
Peregrine, who was an expert fwimmer, reached 
the fhore in fafety ; the phyfician, in the agonies 
of defpair, laid faft hold on the trunk-breeches 
of one of the men, who dragged him to the 


other fide ; the entertainers landed at the bomb- . 


keys, {moking their pipes all the way with:great 
deliberation ; and the poor painter muft have 
gone to the bottom, had not he been encoun» 
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tered by the cable of a fhip, that lay at anchor 
near the feene of their difafter. “Though his 
fenfes had forfaken him, his hands faftened by 
inftinét on this providential occurrence, which 
he held with fuch a convulfive grafp, that when 
a boat was fent out to bring him on fhore, it was 
with the utmoft difficulty that his fingers were 
@ifengaged. He was carried into a houfe, de- 
prived of the ufe of fpeech, and bereft of all 
fenfation ; and being fufpended by the heels, a 
vaft quantity of water ran out of his mouth. , . 
This evacuation being made, he began to utter - 
dreadful groans, which gradually increafed to a 
continued roar ; and after he had regained the ufé 
of his fenfes, underwent a delirium that lafted 
feveral hours. As for the treaters, they never 
dreamed of expreffing the leaft concern to Pickle 
‘or the phyfician for what had happened, becaufe 
it was an accident fo common, as to pafs with- 
out notice ; but they were very much furprized 
to find, upon inquiry, that Pallet could not 
fwim, it being as natural for a Dutchman, as a 
deal-board, to float upon the furfaces = 
_ Leaving the care of the veffel to the feameny 
the company retired to their refpeGive lodgings, 
in order to fhift their cloaths ;' and in the evening 
our travellers were conduéted to the houfe of 
their new friend, who, with a view of making 
his invitation the more agreeable, had affembled: 
to the number of twenty or thirty Englifhmen, 
of all ranks and degrees, from the merchant to 
the periwig-maker’s prentice. _ a 
" In the midft of this congregation ftood’ a 
ehafing-difh with live-coals, for the convenience 
of lighting their pipes, and every individual was. 
accomniodated with a serine bow There was. 
BO _: 
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not a mouth in thé apartment unfurnifhed with 
a tube, fo that they refembled a convocation of 
Chimeras breathing fire and fmoke; and our 
gentlemen were fain to imitate’ their example in 
their own defence. It is not to be fuppofed that 
the converfation was either very fprightly OF po- 
lite ; the whole entertainment was of the Dutch 
caft, that is, frowzy and phlegmatic: and our 
adventurer, as he returned to his lodging, tor- 
tured with the head-ach, and difguited with 
every circumftance of his treatment, curfed the 
hour in which the doctor had faddled them with 
fuch troublefome companions. 

Next morning, by eight o’clock, thefe polite 
Hollanders returned the vifit, and after breakfait, 
attended their Englifh friends to the houfe of a 
perfon that poffefled a very curious cabinet of 
curiofities, to which they had fecured our com- 
pany’s admiffion. The owner of this colle&tion 
was a cheefemonger, who: received them in a 
woollen night-cap, with ftraps buttoned under 
his chin. As he underftood no language but his 
own, he told them, by the canal of one of their 
condu@tors, that he did not make a practice of 
fhewing his curiofities; but underftanding that 
they were Englifhmen, and recommended to his 
friends, he was content to fubmit them to their 
perufal. So faying, he led them up a dark ftair, 
into a fmall room, decorated with a few paltry 
figures in plaifter of Paris, two or three mife- 
rable (adic hapee: the fkins of an otter, feal, and 
fome fifhes ftuffed; and in one corner ftood a 
glafs-cafe, furnifhed with newts, frogs, lizzards 
and ferpents, preferved in fpirits ; a human foetus, 
é calf with two heads, and about two dozen of 
butterflies pinned upon paper, 
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The virtuofo having. exhibited thefe particulars, 
eyed the ftrangers'with a-look folliciting admirar 
tion and applaufe; and as he could not perceive 


any fymptom of either in their geftures ox coun- 


tenances, withdrew a curtain, and difplayed a 
wainfcot cheft ef drawers, in which, he gave 
them to underftand, was fomething that would 
agreeably amufe the. imagination. Our travel- 
lers, regaled with this notice, imagined that they 
would be entertained with the fight ‘ef fome cu- 
rious medals, or other produGions of antiquity ; 
but how were they difappointed, when they faw 
nothing but a variety of fhells, difpofed in whine 
fical figures, in each drawer! After he had de- 
tained them full two hours with a tediows com 
mentary upon the fhape, fize and colour ef each 
department, he, with a fupercilious fimper, de- 
fired that the Englifh gentlemen would frankly 
and candidly declare, whether his cabinet, or 


that of mynheer Sloane, at London, was the mof 


valuable. When this requeft was fignified in 
Englith to the company, the painter inftantly ex- 
claimed, ‘* By the Lard! they are not to be 
named of a day. And as for that matter, I 
swould not give one corner of Saltero’s coffee- 


Jhoufe, at Chelfea, for all the trafh he hath 


fhewn.” Peregrine, unwilling to mortify any 
perfon who had done his endeavour to pleafe 
him, obferved, that what they had feen was very 
curious and entertaining ; but that no private 
colle€tion in Europe was equal to that of Sir 
Hans Sloane, which, exclufive of prefents, had 
coft an hundred thoufand pounds. The two con- 
ductors were confounded at this affeveration, 
which being communicated to the cheefemonger, 
he fhook his head with a fignificant grin ; ee 
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tho’ he did not choofe to exprefs his incredulity 
in words, gave our hero to underftand, that he 
did not much depend upon his veracity. 

From the houfe of this Dutch naturalift, they 
were dragged all round the city, by the painful 
civility of their attendants, who did not quit them 
till the evening was well advanced, and then not 
till after they had promifed to be with them be+ 
fore ten o'clock next day, in order to conduct 
them to a country-houfe, fituated in a pleafant 
village on the other fide of the river. 

Pickle was already fo much fatigued with their 
hofpitality, that, for the firft time of his life, he 
fuffered a dejection of fpirits; and refolved, at 
any rate, to avoid the threatened perfecution of 
to-morrow: with this view, he ordered his fer+ 
vants to pack up fome cloaths and lJinnen in a 
portmanteau; and in the morning embarked; 
with his governor, in the Treckfkuyt, for the 
Hague, whither he ‘pretended to be called by 
fome urgent occafion, leaving his fellow-travel- 
lers to make his apology to their friends ; and 
affuring them, that he would not proceed for 
Amfterdam, without their fociety. He arrived at 
the Hague inthe forenoon, and dined at an ordi 
nary frequented by officers and people of fafhior; 


where being informed, that the princefs would fee: 
company in the evening, he dreffed himfelf in a - 


rich fuit of the Parifian cut, and went to court, 
‘without any introduCtion. A perfon of. his ap- 
pearance could not fail to attract the notice of 


fuch a fmalk circle. The prince himfelf unders - 


ftanding. he was an Englifhman and a ftranger, 
‘went up to him, without ceremony; and having 
welcomed him to the place, converfed with him; 


for fome minutes, on the common topics of dif 
<OUurhe. 7 a 
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CHAP. LXX. 


They proceed to the Hague; from whence they de- 
part for Amfterdam, where they fee a Dutch 
tragedy. Viftt a mufick-houfe, in which Peres 
grine quarrels with the captain of aman of war. 
They pafs through Haarlem, in their way to 
Leyden. Returz to Rotterdam, where the 
company feparates, and our hero, with bis attene 

_ dants, arrives in fafety at Harwich. 


Eing joined by their fellow-travellers, in the 
morning, they made a tour to all the re- 
markable places in this celebrated village; faw 
the Foundery, the Stadthoufe, the Spinhuys, 
Vauxhall, and Count Bentinck’s gardens, and in 
the evening went to the French comedy, which 
was, directed by a noted Harlequin, who had 
found means to flatter the Dutch tafte fo effec 
tually, that they extolled him as the greateft actor 
that ever appeared in the province of Holland, 
‘This famous company did not reprefent regular 
theatrical pieces, but only a fort of. impromptu’sy 
in which this noted player always performed the 
reateft part of the entertainment. Among other 
allies of wit that efcaped him, there was one cir 
cumftance fo remarkably adapted tothe difpofition - 
and genius of his audience, that it were pity to 
pafs it over in filence: A windmill being exhis 
bited on the fcene, Harlequin, after having fut+ 
veyed it with curiofity and admiration, afks of 
one of the millers, the ufe of that machine; and 
being told, that it was a windmill, obferves with 
fome concern, that as there was not the lea# 
breath of wind, he could not have the pleafure of 
re 1 fer Ing 
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feeing it turn round. Urged by this confidera- 
tion, he puts himfedf into the attitude of a per- 
fon wrapt in profound meditation ; and havin 
continued a few feconds in this pofture, runs te 
the miller with great eagernefs and jey, and tell- 
ing him, that he had found an expedient to make 
his mill work, very fairly unbuttons his breeches, 
and prefenting his pofteriors ta the fails of the ma- 
chine, certain explofions are immediately heard, 
and the arms of the mill begin te turn round, to 
the infinite fatisfaQtion of the fpe&tator:, who ap- 
prove the joke with loud peals of applaufe. | 
' Qur travellers ftayed a few days at the Hague, 
during which the young gentleman waited on the 
Brith embaffador, to whom he was recom- 
mended by his Excellency at Paris, and foft about 
thirty guineas at billiards to a Freneh adventurer, 
who decoyed him into the fnare by keeping -up 
his'pame ; then they departed in ‘a poft-waggon 
fer Amfterdam, being provided with letters of in- 
trodu&tion to an Englifh merchant refiding in 
that city, under whofe aufpices they. vifited every 
thing worth feeing, and among other excurfions 
went to fee a Dutch tragedy a€ted ; an enter- 
tainment which, of all others, had the ftrangeft 
effect upon the organs of our hero: the drefs of 
_ their chief perfonages was fo antick, their man- 
mer fo aukwardly abfurd, and their language fo 
ridiculoufly unfit for conveying the fentiments of 
Jove and honour, that. Peregrine’s nerves were 
diuretically affected with the complicated abfur- 
‘dity, and he was compelled to withdraw twenty 
times before the cataftrophe of the piece. 

The fubjeét of this performance was the famous 
ftory of Scipio’s continence and virtue, in reftor- 
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ing the- fair captive to her lover. The young. 
Roman hero was réprefented by a broad-fac'd Ba- 
tavian, ina burgo-mafter’s gown and a fur-cap, 
fitting fmoaking his pipe at a table furnifhed with | 
a‘can of beer, a drinking-glafs, and a plate of 
tobacco: the lady was fuch a perfon as Scipio 
might very’ weil be fuppofed to give away, with- 
out any gréat effort ‘of generofity ; and indeed the 
Celtiberiin prince feemed to be of that opinion ; 
for, upon receiving her from the’hand of the 
victor, he difcovered none of thofe tranfports of 
gratitude and joy which Livy defcribes, in re- 
counting this event. The Dutch Scipio, how- 
ever, was complaifant eriough in his way ; for he. 
defired her to fit at his right hand, by the appel- 
lation of Ya frow, and with his own fingers filling 
a'clean pipe, preferited it to Mynheer Allucio the 
Jover. ‘The reft of the ceconomy of the piece 
was in the fame tafte; which was fo agreeable to 
the audience, that they feemied to have fhaken 
off their natural phlegm, in order to applaud the. 
performance. 

From the play our company adjourned to the 
houfe'of theit friend, where they fpent the even- 
nb § arid’ the converfation turning upon poetry, 
a Dutchman’ who wds prefént; and undeérftood. 
the Englifh latiguagé, having liftériéd'very atten- 
tively’ tothe difcoutfe, lifted up with both hands: 
the dpe ipatt of a Chefhire’cheefe that lay up- 
on the table, faying, ** I do know vat is boetrie.. 
Mine ‘brotte' be‘a great’ boet, and ave vrought » 
book as dick as all'dat."* Pickle, diverted with 
this method of éftimating an author according to 
the quantity of his works, inquired about the 
fubjes of this bard’s writings ; but of thefe his 
brother could give no account, or other eh ie 
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tion, but that there was little market for the 
commodity, which hung heavy. upon his. hands, 
and induced him to with he had applied hun 
to another trade. 2.6... # oe5) ae 
The only remarkable fcene in Anmfterdam, . 
which our company had pot feen, was che Spuyl | 
or mufick-houfes, which, by the connivance: of 
the magiftrates, are maintained for the recreation 
of thofe who might attempt the chaftity. of eredi- 
table women, if they were not provided with 
fuch conveniences. To one of thefe night- 
houfes did our travellers repair, under the con- 
duct of the Englith. merchant, and. were. intro- 
duced into fuch another place as the ever-memo-_ 
rable coffee-houfe of Moll King; with this dif- 
ference, that the company here were not fo riot- 
ous as the Bucks of Covent-Garden, but formed 
themfelves into a circle, within which fome of 
the number danced to the mufick of a fcurvy or-. 
gan and a few other inftruments, that uttered. 
tunes very fuitable to the difpofition of the 
hearers, while the whole apartment was fhrouded. 
with clouds of {moke impervious: to the view. 
When our gentlemen entered, the floor was oc- 
cupied by two females and their gallants, who, 
in the performance of their exercife, lifted their. 
legs like fo many oxen at plough ; and the pipe of 
one of thefe hoppers happening to be exhaufted, 
in the midft of his farabrand, he very deliberately, 
drew forth his tobacco-box, filling and lighting 
it again, without any interruption to the dance. 
Peregrine being unchecked by the prefence of 
his governor, who was too tender of his own re- 
putation to attend them in this expedition, made 
up to a fprightly French girl that fat in feeming 
expeCtation of a cuftomer, and prevailing upon 
her. 
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her to be his partner, led her into the circle, and, 
in his turn, took the opportunity of dancing a 
minuet, to the admiration of all prefent. He in- . 
tended to have exhibited another fpecimen of his. 
ability in this art, when a captain of a Dutch man. 
of war chancing to come in, and fee a ftranger 
engaged with the lady whom, it feems, he had 
befpoke for his bedfellow, he advanced, without . 
any ceremony, and feizing her by the arm, pull’d 
her to the other fide of the room. Our adven- 
turer, who was nota man to put up with fuch a 
brutal affront, followed the ravifher with indig- 
nation in hiseyes; and pufhing him on one fide, 
retook the fubjec&t of their conteft, and led her. 
back to the place from whence fhe had been ” 
dragged. The Dutchman, enraged at the 
youth’s prefumption, obeyed the firft dictates of | 
his choler, and lent his rival an hearty box on. 
the ears which was immediately repaid with in- 
tereft, before our hero could recollect himfelf 
fufficiently to. lay his hand upon his fword, and 
beckon the agpreffor to the door, 
Notwithftanding the confufion and diforder . 
which this. affair produced in the room,. and the. 
endeavours of Pickle’s company, who interpofed, 
in order to prevent bloodfhed, the antagonifts 
gained the ftreet; and Peregrine drawing, was. 
furprifed to fee the captain advance againft him 
with along knife, .which he preferred to the 
fword that hung by his fide. The youth, con- 
founded at this prepofterous behaviour, defired 
him, in the French tongue, to lay afide that vul- 
gar implement, and approach like a gentleman:, 
but the Hollander, who neither. underftood the 
propofal, nor would have complied with his de- 
mand had he been made acquainted with his 
*  mean- 
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meaning, rufhed forward like a defperado, before. ' 
his adverfary could put himfelf on his guard; and - 
if the young gentleman: had not ‘been endued+ 
with furprifing agility, his-nofe would have fallen - 
a facrifice to the fury:.of ‘the, affailant. Finding - 
himfelf in fuch imminent jeepardy, he jumped to - 
one fide, and the Dutchman paffing him, in the 
force: of his career, he. with: one nimble kick 
made fuch application to his enemy’s heels, that 
he flew like lightening ‘into the canal, where he 
had almoft perifhed, by pitching upon one of the ' 
pofts with which it was faced. | | 

Peregrine having performed this exploit, did 
not ftay for the captain’s coming on fhore, but 
retreated with all difpatch, by the advice of his 
condu@tor ; and next: day embarked, with his 
companions, in the Skuyt, for Haarlem, where 
they dined, and'in' the evening arrived at the an-: 
tient city of Leyden, where they met with fome 
Englifly ftudents, who treated them with great 
hofpitality. Not but that the harmony of the 
converfation was that fame night interrupted by. 
a difpute that-arofe between one. of thofe young 
gentlemen and the phyfician, about the'cold and: 
hot methods of prefcription in the gout and rheu-' 
matifm ; and proceeded to fuch a degrée of mu- 
taal reviling, that Pickle afhamed and incenfed: 
at his fellow-traveller’s want of urbanity,  ef-: 
poufed the other’s caufe, and openly rebuked him 
for his-unmannerly petulance, which (he faid): 
rendered him unfit for the purpofes,and unworthy - 
of the benefit of, fociety..: This unexpected-de-- 
claration overwhelmed the door with’ amaze- 
ment ‘and confufion; he was: inftantaneoully de- 
prived of his fpeecti, and during the remaining 
pert ofthe partie, fat in-filent mortification. a 


Se eR mom sb 


Te We Ee cs. 


Oe 


—ewm | tT SF = Swe SBE SF OS Ree FRR BS KE wa EBT 


PEREGRINE.PICKLE, .261 


all probability he deliberated with himfelf, whe- 
ther or not he fhould expoftulate with the young 
gentleman on the freedom fie had taken with his 
‘-chayacter-in-a compatry ‘of Rraagers ; but as he 
. knew that: he had-not a Pallet co. deal with, he 
very pradently fupprefled that: fuggeftion, .and in 
fecret chewed the cud of refentment. 
After they had vifited the phylic garden, the 
- uhiverfity, the’ anatomical hall,.and every other 
- thing that. was recommended to their view, they 
. returned to Rotterdam, .and held. a confultation 
- upon the method of tranfporting themfelves to 
- England. The doétor, whofe grudge againft Pe- 
- regrine was rather inflamed than allayed by our 
; hero’s indifference and negle&t, had .tampered 
with the fimplicity of the painter, who was proud 
- of his advances towards a perfect reconciliation ; 
_ and now took the opportunity of parting with 
our adventurer, by declaring that he and his friend 
- Mr. Pallet were refolved.to take their paflage in 
-.a trading floop, after he had heard Peregrine ob- 
. yet againft that tedious, difagreeable, and uncer- 
, tain-méthod of conveyance. Pickle immediately 
- faw his intentions andy without ufang the leaft ar- 
. gumnent to diffuade them from :their defign, or 
. exprefiing the {malleft degree of concern at their 
feparation, very coolly wifhed.them a. profperous 
voyage, and ordered: his baggage to be fent.to 
. Helvoetfluys, where he himfelf, and his retinue, 
went on board of the pacquet next day, and, by 
the favour of a fair wind, in eighteen hours ar- 
. rived at Harwich, 


CHAP. 
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Peregrine delivers bis letters of recommendation at 
London, and returns tothe garifon, to the un- 
Speakable joy of the commmdere and his whole 


family. 


OW that our hero found himfelf on En- 
glifh ground, his heart dilated with the 
proud recollection of his own improvement fince 
‘he left his native foil; he began to recognize 
' the interefting ideas of his tender years ;.he en- 
joyed, by anticipation, the pleafure of feeing 
his friends in the garifon, after an abfence of 
eighteen moriths ; and the image of his charming 
‘Emily, which other lefs worthy confiderations 
had depreffed, refumed the full poffeffion of his 
breaft. He remembred, with fhame, that he 
‘hhad neglected the correfpondence with her bro- 
’ ther, which he himfelf had: follicited, and in con- 
" fequence of which he had received a letter from 
* that young gentleman while he lived at Paris. In 
‘ fpite of thefe confcientious refle&ions, he was 
too felf-fufficient to think he fhould find any dif- 
ficulty in obtaining forgivenefs for thefe fins of 
omiffion ; and began to imagine, that his paffion 
would be prejudicial to the dignity of his fitua- 
‘ tion, if it could not be gratified upon terms which 
formerly his imagination durft not conceive. * - 
~ Sorry am I, that the tafk I have undertaken, 
lays me under the neceflity of divulging this de- 
generacy in the fentiments of our imperious 
youth, who was now in the heyday of his blood, 
' flufhed with the confcioufnels of his own qualifi- 
cations, vain of his fortune, and elated on the 
wings 
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wings of imaginary expectation. Tho’ he was 

- deeply enamoured of mifs Gauntlet, he was far 

* from propofing her heart as the ultimate aim of 

"his gallantry, which (he did not doubt) would - 

‘ triumph o’er the mioft illuftrious females of the 

a and at once regale his appetite and am- 
ition. 

Mean while, being willing to make his ap- 
pearance at the garifon equally furprifing and 
agreeable, he cautioned Mr, Jolter againft writ- 
' ing to the commodore, who had not heard of 
them fince their. departure from Paris, and hired a 
poft-chaife and horfes for London. The gover- 
~ nor going out to give orders about the carriage, 

inadvertently left a paper book open upon the 
table ;.and his pupil cafting his eyes upon the 
- page, chanced to read thefe words: £° Sept. 15. 
‘ Arrived in fafety, by the blefing of God, in this 
’ unhappy kingdom of England. And thus con- 
" cludes the journal of my laft peregrination.” Pe- 
regrine’s curiofity being inflamed by this extraor- 
dinary conclufion, he turned to the beginning, 
and perufed feveral fheets of a diary, fuch as is 
- commonly kept by that clafs of people known by 

the denomination of travelling governors, for the 
fatisfa&tion of themfelves and the parents or guar- 
dians of their pupils, and for the edification and 
entertainment of their friends. 

That the reader may have a clear idea of Mr. 
Jolter’s performance, we fhall tranfcribe the - 
tranfactions of one day, as he had recorded them ; 
and that abftraéct will be a fufficient fpecimen of 
the whole plan and execution of the work. 

“© May 3. At eight o’clock fet out from Bou- 
logne in a poft-chaife: the morning hazy and 
cold. Fortified my‘ftomach with a cordial. Re- 

com- 
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commended ditto.toMr. P. as an antidote againft 
the fog. Mem. He, refufed.it. “The hither horfe 
__ greafed in the off-paftern of the hjnd-leg. , Arrive 
at Samers. Mem. This, laft was a, poft..and. a 
half; i. e. three leagues, or nine, Englith. miles. 
The day clears up. A fine champain country, 
well ftored with corn. ~ The poftilion fays his 
prayers in pafing by a wooden crucifix upon the 


_ road. Mem. The horfes ftaled in a {mall braok — 


that runs-in a bottom, betwixt two hills. .. Arrive 
at Cormont. A common poft. .A. difpute with 
my pupil, who is obftinate, and fwayed.by an un- 
‘ lucky prejudice.’ Proceed to Montreuil,, where 
we dine on choice pigeons. A very. moderate 
charge. No chamberpot in the room ; owing to 
the negligence of the. maid. , This, an ordinary 
poft. Ret out again for Nampont. Troubled 
-with flatulencies and indigeftion. Mr. P. is {ul- 
Yen, and feems to miftake an eruClation for the 
breaking of wind backwards. From -Nampont 
depart for Bernay, at which. place..we arrive jin 
‘the evening, -and propofe to ftay-all night... N.. B. 
The two laft are double pofts, and our cattle 
very willing, tho’ not ftrong. .Sup on a deli- 
cate ragout and excellent partridges, in company 
with Mr. H. and his fpoufe... Mem. The faid H. 
_¢rod upon my corn by miftake. Difcharge the 
bill, which is not very reafonable. Difpute. with 
Mr. P. about giving maney to the fervant: he 
infifts upon my giving a twenty-four. fol .piece ; 
which is too much by ¢wo thirds, in all con- 
‘fcience. N.B. She was a.pert: baggage, and did 

not deferve a liard.” | 
_ Our hero was fo much difobliged with certain 
circumftances of this amufing and inftructing 
Journal, that, by way of pynithing the author, 
: he 
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he interlined thefe words betwixt two paragraphs, 


in a manner that exaétly refembdled the tutor’s 
hand-writing; ‘* Mem. Had the pleafure of 
-drinking myfelf into a {weet intoxication, by 
toafting our lawful king, and his royal family, 


among fome-werthy Englith fathers of the fociety 


of Jefus.”’ | 

Having taken this revenge, he fet out for 
London, where he waited wpon thofe noblemen 
to whom he-had letters of recommendation from 
Paris ; and was not only gracioufly received, but 
even loaded with careffes and sraers of fervice, 


. becaufe they underftood he was a young gentle- 


‘man of fortune, who, far from ftanding in need 
of. their countenance or affiftance, would make 
an ufeful-and creditable addition to the number 
-of their adherents. He had the honour of dining 
at their tables, in confequence of preffing invita- 
‘tions, and of fpending feveral evenings with the 
ladies, to whom he was particularly agreeable, 


* on account of his perfon, addrefs, and bleedin 


freely at play. | 
' Being thus initiated in the beau monde, he 
thought it was high time to pay his refpects to his 
generous benefactor the commodore ; and ac- 
cordingly departed one morning, with his train, 
for the garifon, at which he arrived in fafety the 
fame night. When he entered the gate, which 
‘was opened by a new fervant that did not know 
him, he found his old friend Hatchway ftalking 
in the yard, with a night-cap on his head, and a 
pipe in his mouth; and advancing to him, took 
him by the hand, before he had any intimation of 
his approach. The lieutenant, thus faluted by a 
ftranger, ftared at him in filent aftonifhment, 
till he recollected his features, which were no 
Vou. II. N | fooner 
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Jconer known, than dafhing the pipe upon the 


‘pavement, he exclaimed, ‘* Smite my crofs-trees! 
th’art welcome to port ;”’ and hugg’d him in his 
arms with great affetion. He then, by a cor- 
dial fqueeze, exprefled his fatisfaction at feeing 
‘his old fhip-mate Tom, who applying his whiftle 
to his mouth, the whole caftle ecchoed with his 
performance. » 4 

The fervants hearing the well-known found, 
poured out in a tumult of joy; and underftand- 
ing that their young mafter was returned, raifed 

‘fuch a peal of acclamation, as aftonifhed the com- 
modore and his lady, and infpired Julia with fuch 
an interefting prefage, that ber heart began to 
throb with violence ; and running out in the hurry 
and perturbation of her hope, fhe was fo much 
overwhelmed at fight of her brother, that fhe 
‘aftually fainted in his arms. But from this trance 
fhe foon awaked ; and Peregrine having teftified 
his pleafure and affeCtion, went up ftairs, and pre- 
fented himfelf before. his godfather and aunt. 
Mrs, Trunnion rofe, and received him with a 
gracious embrace, blefling God for his happy re- 
turn from a land of impiety and vice, in which 
fhe hoped his morals had not been corrupted, nor 
his principles of religion altered or impaired. 
“The old gentleman being confined to his chair, 
"was ftruck dumb with pleafure at his appearance ; 
‘and having made divers ineffeQual efforts to get 
up, at length difcharged a yolley of curfes againft 
his own limbs, and held out his hand to his god- 
fon, who kifs’d it with great refpect, 

After he had finifhed his apoftrophe to the 
gout, which was the daily and hourly fubje&t of 
his exccrations, ‘* Well, my lad, (faid he) I 
Kare not how foonJ go to bottom, now I behold 
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thee fafe in harbour again: and yet, I tell a 
damn’d lie: I would I could keep afloat, until I 
fhould fee a lufty boy of thy begetting. Odds 
my timbers! I love thee fo well, that I believe 
thou art the fpawn of my own body; though I 
an give no account of thy being put upon the 


 ftocks.”? ‘Then turning his eye upon Pipes, who 


by this time had penetrated into his apartment, 
and addreffed him with the ufual falutation of 
‘© What cheer?’’ ‘* Ahey! (cried he) are you 
there, you herring-fac’d fon of a fea-calf? What 
a flippery trick you played your old commander ! 
But, come, you dog, there’s my fift; I forgive 
you, for the love you bear to my godfon. Go 
inan your tackle, and hoift a cafk of ftrong 
beer into the yard, knock out the bung, and put 
a pump in it, for the ufe of all my fervants and 
neighbours: and ‘d’ye hear, let the patereroes 
be fired, and the garifon illuminated, as rejoicings 
for the fafe arrival of your mafter. By the Lord! 
if I had the ufe of thefe damn’d fhambling 
fhanks, I would dance an hornpipe with the beft 
of you.” 

The next object of his attention was Mr. Jol- 
ter, who was honoured with particular marks 
of diftin@ion, and the repeated promife of en- 
joying the living in his gift, as an acknowledg- 
ment of the care and difcretion with which he 
had fuperintended the education and morals of 
our hero. ‘The governor was fo affecled by the 
generofity of his patron,. that the teurs ran down 
his cheeks, while he expreffed his gratitude, and 
the infinite fatisfaction he felt, in contemplating 
the accomplifhments of his pupil. 

Mean while, Pipes did not neglect the orders 
he had received: the beer was produced, the 

N 2 gates 
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gates were thrown open for the admiffion of all 


comers, the whole houfe was lighted up, and the 
patereroes difcharged in repeated vollies. Such 
phznomena could not fail to attraG the notice of 
the neighbourhood. The club at Tunley’s were 
aftonifhed at the report of the guns, which pro- 
‘duced various conjectures among the members of 
that fagacious fociety. The landlord obferved, 
that in all likelihood the commodore was vifited 
by hobgoblins, and ordered the guns to be fired 
in token of diftrefs, as he had acted ewenty years 
before, when he was annoyed by the fame grie- 
wance. The excifeman, with a waggith {neer, 
exprefled his apprehenfion of Trunnion’s death, 
in confequence of which, the patereroes might 
be difcharged with an equivocal intent, either as 
fignals of his lady’s forrow or rejoicing. The 
attorney fignified a fufpicion of Hatchway’s being 
married to Mifs Pickle, and that the firing and 
illumination were in honour of the nuptials: 
upon which Gamaliel difcovered fome faint figns 
of emotion, and taking the pipe from his mouth, 
gave it as his opinion, that his fifter was brought 
to bed. | , 

While they were thus bewildered in the maze 
of their own imaginations, a company of coun+ 
trymen, who fat drinking in the kitchen, and 
whofe legs were more ready than their inverition, 
fallied out to know the meaning of thefe exhibi- 
tions ; and underftanding that there was a butt 
of ftrong beer abroach in the yard, to which 
* they were invited by the fervants, faved them- 
felves the trouble and expence of returning to 
{pend the evening at the public houfe, and lifted 
themfelves under the banner of Tom Pipes, who 
prefided as direCtor of this feftival, 
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_ The news of Peregrine’s return being com- 
municated to the parifh, the parfon and three or’ 
four neighbouring gentlemen, who were well- 
withers to our hero, immediately repaired to the 
garifon, in order to pay their compliments on this 
happy event; and being detained to fupper, an 
elegant entertainment was prepared by the di- 
rection of Mifs July, who was an excellent houfe- 
wife; and the commodore was fo invigorated 
with. joy, that he feemed to have renewed his 
age. 
yee thofe who honoured the occafion with 
his prefence was Mr. Clover, the young genile- 
man that made his addrefles to Peregrine’s fifter ; 
and his heart was fo big with his paffion, that 
while the reft of the company were ingrofled by 
their cups, he feized an opportunity of our hero’s 
being detached from the converfation, and in the 
impatience of his love, conjured him to confent: 
to his happinefs; protefting, that he would com- 
ply with any terms of fettlement that a man of 
his fortune could embrace, in favour of a young 
lady who was abfolute miflrefs of his affe&tion. 

Our youth thanked him very politely for his 
favourable fentiments and honourable intention 
towards his fifter, and told him, that at prefent: 
he faw no reafon to obftruct his defire ; that he ' 
would confult Julia’s own inclinations, and con- 
fer with him about the means of gratifying his 
with: but, in the mean time, begg’d to be ex- 
cufed from difcuffing any point of fuch impor- 
tance to them both, and reminding him of the 
jovial purpofe on which they were happily met, 
promoted fuch a quick circulation of the bottle, 
that their mirth grew noify and obftreperous : 
they broke forth into repeated peals of laughter, 

Ng with- 
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without any previous incitement, except that of 
claret. Thefe explofions were fucceeded by Bac- 
chanalian fongs, in which the old gentleman him- 
felf attempted to bear a fhare; the fedate go- 
vernor fnapped time with his fingers, and the 
parifh-prieft affifted in the chorus with a moft. 
exprefive nakedne/s of countenance. Before 
midnight, they were almoft all pinned to their. 
chairs, as if they had been fixed by the. power 
of inchantment ; and what rendered the con- 
finement {till more unfortunate, every fervant in 
the houfe was in the fame fituation ; fo that they 
were fain to take their repofe as they fat, and 
nodded to each other like a congregation of ana- 
baptifts. 

Next day, Peregrine communed with his fifter 
on the fubject of her match with Mr. Clover, 
who (fhe told him) had offered to fettle a jointure. 
of four hundred pounds, and take her to wife, 
witlout any expectation of a dowry. She,. 
moreover, gave him to underftand, that in his 
abfence fhe had received feveral meflages from 
her mother, commanding her to return to her fa-. 
ther’s houfe; but that fhe had refufed to obey 
thefe orders, by the advice and injunction of her 
aunt and the commodore, which were indeed fe- 
conded by her own inclination ; becaufe fhe had 
all the reafon in the world to believe, that her 
mother only wanted an opportunity of treating 
her with feverity and rancour : for the refentment 
of that lady had been carried to fuch indecent 
lengths, that feeing her daughter at church one 
day, fhe rofe up.before the parfon entered, and 
reviled her with great bitternefs, in the face of ° 
the whole congregation. . 
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CHAP. LXXII.— 


| Sees his | fifter happily married. Vifits Emilia, who 


receives him according to his deferts. 


"FER. brother being of opinion, that Mr. 
H Clover’s propofal was not to be neglected, 
efpecially:as Julia’s: heart was engaged in his fa- 
vour, communicated the affair to his uncle, who, 
with the approbation of Mrs. Trunnion, declared 
himfelf well fatisfied with the young man’s adq 
drefles, and defired that they might be buckled 
with all expedition,-without the knowledge or 
concurrence of her parents, to whom (on ac- 
count of their unnatural barbarity) fhe was not 
bound to pay the leaft regard. “Though our ad- 
venturer entertained the fame fentiments of the 
matter, and the lover dreading fome obftruétion, 
earneftly begge’d the immediate condefcenfion of 
his miftrefs, fhe could net be prevailed upon to 
take fuch a material ftep, without having firft - 
folicited the permiffion of her father, refolved, 
neverthelefs, to comply with the di€tates of her 
own heart, fhould his objections be frivolous or 
unjutt. | : 

Urged by this determination, her admirer | 
waited upon Mr. Gamaliel at the public houfe, 
and: with the appearance of great deference and 
refpect, made him acquainted with his afteétion 
for his daughter, communicated the particulars 
of his fortune, with the terms of fettlement he 
was. ready to make; and in conclufion told him,’ 
that he would marry her without a portion. 
‘This laft offer feemed to have fome weight with: 
the father, who received it with civility, and 
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promifed, in a day or two, to favour him with 
a final anfwer to hisdemand. He, accordingly, 
that fame evening confulted his wife, who being 
exafperated at the profpect of her daughter’s in- 
dependency, argued with the moft virulent ex- 
poitulation againft the match, as an impudent 
{cheme of her own planning, with a view of in- 
fulting her parents, towards whom fhe had.al- 
ready been guilty of the moft vicious difobedience. 
In fhort, fhe ufed fuch remonftrances, as not 
only averted this weak hufband’s inclination from 
the propofal which he had relifhed before, but 
even inftigated him to apply for a warrant to ap- 


prehend his daughter, on the fuppofition that fhe. 


was about to beftow herfelf in marriage, without. 
his privity or confent. 

The juftice of peace to whom. this application: 
was made, though he could not refufe the order,. 
yet, being no ftranger to the malevolence of the: 
mother, which, together with Gamaliel’s fim-. 
plicity, was notorious in the county, he fent. am. 
intimation of what hed happened to:the gart‘an ; 
upon which, a couple of centinels were placed. 
on the gate, and at! the prefiing: folicitation of. 
the lover, as well as the defire of the commodore,. 


her brother and aunt, Julia was wedded without. 


further delay; the ceremony being performed by 
Mr. Jolter, becaufe the parifh-prieft prudently: 


declined any occafion of giving offence, and the: 


curate was too much in the intereft of their ene-: 
mies, to be employed in that office. 
This domeftic concerr being fettled to the fa- 
tisfaction of our hero, he efcorted her next day: 
to the houfe of her hufband, who immediately 
wrote a letter to hes father, declaring his reafons 
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for having thus fuperfeded his authority ; and 
Mrs. Pickle’s mortification was unfpeakable. 
That the new-married. couple might be guard. 
ed againft all infult, our young gentleman and: 
his friend Hatchway, with their adherents, lodged: 
in Mr. Clover’s honfe for fome weeks ; during 
which, they vifited their acquaintance in the 
neighbourhood, according to cuftom ; and when 
the tranquillity of their family was perfectly efta-. 
blifhed, and the contract of marriage executed 
in the prefence of the old commodore and his 
ladv, who gave her nicce five hundred pounds to 
purchafe jewels and cloaths, Mr. Peregrine could 
no longer -reftrain his impatience to fee his dear 
Emily ; and told his uncle, that next day he pro- . 
pofed to ride acrofs the country, in order to vifit 
his friend Gauntlet, from whom he had not heard 
of a long time. | 
The old gentleman, looking ftedfaftly in his: 
face, ‘© Ah! damn your cunning! (faid he) [ 
find the anchor holds faft: I did fuppofe as how 
you would have flipt your cable, and changed 
your birth; but, I fee, when a young fellow is 
once brought up by a pretty wench, he may man 
his capftans and viol-block, if he wool; but he'll 
as fooir heave up the Pike of Teneriff, as‘ bring 
his anchor aweigh! Odds heartlikins! had F 
known the young woman was Ned Gauntlet’s 
daughter, I fhou’dn’t have thrown out fignal for 
beaving off chace.”” ; 
Our adventurer was not a little furprized to 
hear the commodore talk in this ftile ; and im- 
mediately conjectured, that his friend Godfrey 
had informed him of the whole affair. Inftead: 
of liftening to this approbation of his flame, with: 
thofe tranfports of joy which he would have felt, 
N5 had: 
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had he retained his former fentiments, he was. 
chagrined at Trunnion’s declaration, and offended 
ar the prefumption of the young foldier, in pre- 
tending to difclofe the fecret with which he had 
intrufted him. Reddening with thefe reflections, 
he aflured the commodore, that he never had fe-. 
rious thoughts of matrimony : fo that,.if any per- 
fen had told him he was under any engagement. 
of that kind, he had abufed his ear; for,.he pra- 
tefted, that he would never contract. fuch at- 
tachments, without his knowledge and exprefs. 
permiffion. 

Trunnion commended him for his-prudent re- 
folution, and obferved, that though no perfon 
mentioned to him what promifes had pafled be- 
twixt him and his fweetheart, it. was very plain. 
that he had made love to her ; and therefore, it. 
was to be fuppofed, that his intentions were ho- 
nourable : for, he could not believe he was fuch a 
regue in his heart, as to endeavour to debauch: 
the daughter of. a brave officer, who had ferved 
his country with credit and reputation. Not- 
withftanding this remonftrance, which Pickle 
imputed to the commodore’s ignorance of the. 
world, he fet out for the habitation of Mrs. 
Gauntiet, with the unjuftifiable fentiments of a. 
man of pleafure, who facrifices every confidera- 
tion to the delire of his ruling appetite; and as. 
W inchefter lay in his way, refolved to vifit fome 
of his friends who lived in that place. It was in 
the houfe. of one of thefe, that-he was informed 
cf Emilia’s being then.in town with her mother ;, 
upon which, he excufed himfelf from ftaying to 
drink tea, and immediately repaired to their: 
On gin Bs according to the. direétion he had re- 
Ceived.. 


When: 
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When he arrived at the door, inftead of un- 
dergoing. that perturbation of fpirits, which a 
lover, in his interefting fituation, might be fup- 
pofed to feel, he fuffered no emotion but that of 
vanity and pride, favoured with an opportunity 
of felf-gratification, and entered his Emilia’s 
aartment with the air of a conceited petit maitre; 
rather than that of the refpectful admirer, when 
he vifits the objeQ of his; paffion, after an ab- 
fence of feventeen months. __ | 
. The young lady having been very much dif- 
obliged at his mortifying negleé& of her brother’s 
letter, had fummoned all her own pride and re- 
folution to her aid; and by means of a happy dif- 
pofition, fo far overcame her chagrin at his in- 
difference, that fhe was able to behave in his pre~ 
fence with apparent tranquillity and eafe. She 
was even pleafed to. find, he had by accident 
chofen a time for his vifit, when fhe was fur- 
rounded by two or three young gentlemen, who 
profefled themfelves her admirers. Our gallant 
was no fooner anounced, than fhe collected ail 
her coquettry, put on the gayeft air fhe could af- 
fume, and contrived to giggle juft as he appeared 
at the room-door. ‘The compliments of faluta- 
tion being performed, fhe welcomed him to Eng- 
gland in a carelefs manner, afked the news of 
Paris, and, before he could make any reply, de- 
fired one of the other gentlemen to proceed: with 
the fequel of that comical adventure, in the re- 
lation of which he had been interrupted. 

Peregrine {miled within. him‘elf at this beha- 
viour, which (without all deubt he believed) the 
had affected to punifh him for his unkind filence, 
while he was abroad ; being fully perfuaded, that 


her heart was abfolutely at his devotion, On 
N:6 this 
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this fuppofition, he praCtifed his Parifian improve- 
ments on the art of converfation, and uttered a 
thoufand prettineffes in the way of compliment, 
with fuch incredible rotation of tongue, that his 
rivals were ftruck dumb with aftontfhhment; and 
Emilia fretted out of all temper, at feeing her- 
felf deprived of the prerogative of the fex. He 
perfifted, however, in this furprifing loquacity, 
until. the reft. of the company thought proper to 
withdraw, and then contracted his difeourfe into 
the focus of love, which now put on a very dif- 
ferent appearance from that which it had fort 
merly worn. Inftead of that awful veneration 
which her prefence ufed to infpire, that chaftity 
of fentiment and delicacy of expreffion, he now 
gazed upon her with the eyes of a libertine, he 
glowed with the impatience of defire, talked in 
a ftrain that barely kept withm the bounds of 
decency, and attempted to {natch fueh favours as 
fhe, in. the tendernefs of mutual acknowledge- 
ment, had once vouchfafed to beftow. 

Grieved and offended as fhe was, at this pal- 
pable alteration in his carriage, fhe difdained to 
remind him of his former deportment, and with 
diflembled good humour, rallied him on the 
progrefs he had made in gallantry and addrefs : 
but, far from fubmitting to the liberties he would 
have taken, fhe kept her perfon facred from his 
touch, and would not even fuffer him to raviffls 
a kifs of her fair hand: fo that he reaped no other 
advantage from the exerctfe of his talents, dus 
sing this interview, which lafted 2 whole hour, 
than that of knowing he had over-rated his own 
importance ; and that Emily’s heart was not a 
garifon likely to furrender at difcretion. 


i | At 
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At length, his addreffes were interrupted by 
the arrival of the mother, who had gone abroad 
to vifit by herfelf; and the converfation be- 
coming more general, he underftood, that God- 
frey was at London, foliciting for a lieutenancy 
that had fallen vacant in the regiment to which 
he belonged ; and that Mifs Sophy was. at home 
with her father. PS 
- Though our adventurer had not met with all 
the faccefs he expected in his firft vifit, he did 
not defpair of reducing the fortrefs, believing that 
in time there would be a mutiny in his favour ; 
and accordingly, carried on the fiege for feveral 
days, without profiting’ by his perfeverance ; till 
at length, having attended’ the Jadies to their 
own houfe in the country, he began to look 
upon this adventure as time mifpent, and re-— 
folved to difcontinue bis attack, in hopes of meet- 
ing with a more favourable occafion ; being, in 
the mean time, ambitious of difplaying, in an 
higher fphere, thofe qualifications which his vanity 
told him, were at prefent mifapplied. 


CHAP. LXXIII. 


He attends his uncle with great affection, during 
a fit of illnefs. Sets out again for London ; 
meets with his friend Godfrey, who ts prevailed 
upon to accompany him to Bath ; on the road te 
which place, they chance to dine with a perfon, 
who entertains them with a curicus account of @ 
certain company of adventurers. | 


Jia and her mother, on pretence of going 


Ties determined, he took leave of Emi- 
to London upon fome urgent bufinefs, and re- 


turned 
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turned to the garifon, leaving the good old lady 
very much concerned, and the daughter incenfed 
at his behaviour, which was the more unexpect- 
ed,. becaufe Godfrey had told them, that the 
commodore approved of his nephew’s paffion. 
Our adventurer found his uncle fo ill of the 
gout, which, for the firft time, had taken pof- 
feffion of his ftomach, that his life was in immi- 
nent danger, and -the whole family in diforder ; 
_ he therefore took the reins of government in his 
own hands, fent for all the phyficians in the 
neighbourhood, and attended him in perfon with 
the moft affectionate care, during the whole fit, 
which lafted a fortnight, and. then retired before 
the ftrength of his conftitution. | 
When the old gentleman recovered-his health, 
he was fo penetrated with Peregrine’s behaviour, 
that he aCtually would bave ah over to him his 
whole fortune, and depended upon him for his 
own fubfiftence, had not our youth oppofed the 
execution of the deed with all his influence and 
might, and even perfuaded him to make a. will, 
in which his friend Hatchway, and all his other 
adherents, were liberally remembered, and his 
aunt provided for, on her own terms. This 
material point being fettled, he, with his uncle’s 
permiflion, departed for London, after having 
feen the family-affairs eftablifhed under the direc- 
tion and adminiftration of Mr. Jolter and the 
Fieutenant: for, by this time, Mrs. Trunnion 
was wholly occupied with her fpiritual concerns. 
* On his firft arrival at London, he fent a card 
to the lodgings of Gauntlet, im confequence of 
a.diretion from his mother; and that young 
gentleman waited on him next morning, though. 
not with that alacrity of countenance and warmth 


tcll who fhe was: wherefore, the difcovery. was 
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of friendfhip, which might have been expeéed 
from the intimacy of their former connexion. 
Nor was Peregrine himfelf actuated by the fame 
unreferved affe€tion for the foldier, which he 
had formerly entertained. Godfrey, over and 
above the offence he had taken at Pickle’s omif- 
fion,. in point of correfponding with him, had 
been informed, by a letter from his mother, of 
the youth’s cavalier behaviour to: Emilia, during 
his laft refidence at Winchefter; and our young 
gentleman (as we have already obferved} was 
difgufted at the fuppofed difcovery which the fol- 
dier had made,.in his abfence, to the commo<- 
dore. ‘They. perceived: their mutual umbrage at 
meeting, and received each other with that ci- 
vility of referve, which commonly happens be- 
tween two perfons, when their friendfhip is in 
the wane. | 

Gauntlet at once divined the caufe of the 
other’s difpleafure ; and, in order to vindicate his 
own character, after the firft compliments were 
paffled, took the opportunity of inquiring after 
the health.of the commodore, to tell Peregrine, 
that while he tarried at the garifon, in his return 
from Dover, the fubject of the converfation, one 
night, happening to turn on_ our hero’s paffion, 
the old gentleman had expreffed his concern: 
about that affair; and, among other obferva- 
tions, faid, he fuppofed the object of his love was 
fome paultry huffy, whom he: had picked up 
when he was a boy. at fchool. Upon which, 
Mr. Hatchway affured him, tbat fhe was a young 
woman of as good a family as any in the county ; 


‘and after having prepofleffed him in her favour, 


ventured (out of the zeal of his friendfhip) to: 


not 
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not to be imputed to any other cavfe: and he 
hoped Mr. Pickle would acquit him of all fhare 
in the tranfaction. 

Peregrine was very well pleafed to be thus un- 
deceived ; his countenance immediately cleared 
up, the formality of his behaviour relaxed into 
his ufual familiarity ; he afked pardon for his un- 
mannerly neglect of Godfrey’s letter, which, he 
protefted, was not owing to any difregard, or 
abatement of friendfhip, but to a hurry of youth- 
ful engagements, in confequence of which, he 
had procraftinated his anfwer from time to time, 
until he was ready to return in perfon. 

. The young foldier was contented. with this 
apology ; and as Pickle’s intention, with refpe& 
to his fifter, was ftill dubious and undeclared, he 
did not think it was incumbent upon him, as 
yet to exprefs any refentment on that fcore ; 

t was wife enough to forefee, that the re- 
newal of his intimacy with our young gentleman, 
might be the means of reviving that fame which 
had been diffipated by a variety of new ideas. 
With thofe fentiments he laid afide all referve, 
and their communication immediately refumed its 
former channel. Peregrine made him acquainted 
with all the adventures in which he had been en- 
_ gaged fince their parting ; and he, with the fame 
confidence, related the remarkable incidents of 
his own fate ; among other things, giving him 
te underftand, that upon obtaining a commiffion 
in the army, the father of his dear Sophy, with- 
out once inquiring about the oecafion of his pro- 
motion, had not only favoured him with his- 
countenance in a much greater degree than here- 
tofor ¢, but alfo contributed his intereft, and even 
promifed the affiftance of his purfe, in procuring 

: for 
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for him a heutenancy, whieh he: was then foli- 
citing with all his power; whereas, if he had 
not been enabled, by a mof€ accidental piece of 
good fortune, to lift himfelf into the fphere of 
an officer, he had all the reafon in the world to 
believe, that this gentleman, and all the reft of 
his wealthy relations, would have fuffered him to 
languifh in obfcurity and diftrefs; and, by turn-- 
ing his misfortune into reproach, made it a plea 
for their own want of generofity and friend- 
fhip. : 

Peregrine, underftanding this fituation of his 
friend’s affairs, would have accommodated him, 
upon the inftant, with a. fum to accelerate the 
paflage of his commiffion through the offices ; 
but, being too well acquainted with his fcrupu- 
lous difpofition, to manifeft his benevolence in 
that manner, he found means to introduce him- 
felf to one of the gentlemen of the war-office, 
who was fo well fatisfied with the arguments he 
ufed in behalf of his friend, that Godfrey’s bu- 
finefs was tranfacted in a very few days, though 
he himfelf knew nothing of his intereft’s being ~ 
thus reinforced. ~- | | 

- By this time, the feafon at Bath was begun ; 
and our hero, panting with the defire of diftin- 
guifhing himfelf at that refort of the fafhionable 
world, communicated his defign of going thither - 
to his friend Godfrey, whom he importuned to 
accompany him in the excurfion: and leave of 
abfence from his regiment being obtained, by 
the influence of Peregrine’s new quality-friends, 
the two companions departed from London in a 
pott-chaife, attended, as ufual, by the valet de 
chambre and Pipes, who were become almoft as’ 

a ne- 
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neceflary to our adventurer as any two of his: 
own. organs. 


At the inn, when they alighted for dinner, 


Godfrey perceived a perfon walking by himfelf- 
in the yard, with a very penfive air, and upon. 
obferving him more narrowly, recognized him 
to be a profefled gamefter, whom he had for- 
merly known at Tunbridge. On the ftrength 
of this acquaintance, he aceotted the peripateti¢,. 
who knew him immediately; and, in the ful- 
nefs of his grief and vexation, told him, that he 
was now on his return from Bath, where he bad 
been ftripp’d by a company of fharpers, who re- 
fented that he fhould prefume to trade upon his. 
own bottom, “ 
Peregrine, who was extremely curious in his- 
inquiries, imagining that he might learn fome 
entertaining and ufeful anecdotes from this artift,. 
invited him to dinner, and was accordingly fully 


informed of all the political fyftems at the Bath.- 


He underftood, that there was at London one 
great company of adventurers, who employed 
agents, in all the different branches of impofi-- 
tron, throughout the whole kingdom of Eng- 
land, allowing thefe minifters a certain propor- 


tion of the profits accruing from their induftry- 


and fkill, and referving the greateft fhare for the 
benefit of the common ftock, which was charge- 


able with the expence of fitting out individuals: 


in their various purfuits, as well as with the lofs 
fuftained in the courfe of their adventures. Some, 
whofe perfons and qualifications are by the com- 
pany judged adequate to the tafk,. exert their ta- 
Jents in making love to ladies of fortune, being. 
accommodated. with money and accoutrements 

| for 
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for that purpofe, after having given their bonds. 
payable to one or other of the directors, on the. 
day of marriage, for certain fums, proportioned 
to the dowries they are to receive. Others, 
verfed in the doctrine of chances, and certain. 
fecret expedients, frequent all thofe places where. 
games of hazard are allowed; and fuch as are 
mafters in the arts of billiards, tennis and bowls, 
are continually lying in wait, in all the fcenes of | 
thefe diverfions, for the ignorant and unwary. : 
A fourth clafs attend horfe-races, being fkilled in 
thofe myfterious practices, by which the knowing- 
ones are taken in. Nor is this community un- 
furnifhed with thofe who lay wanton wives and 
old rich widows under contribution, and extort 
money, by proflituting themfelves to the em-; 
braces of their own fex, and then threatening. | 
their admirers with profecution. But their moft 
important returns are made by that body of their. 
undertakers who exercife their underftandings in 
the innumerable ftratagems of the card-table, at. 
which no fharper can be too infamous to be re-, 
ceived, and even careffed by perfons of the higheft, 
rank and diftin@iion. Among other articles of 
iatelligence, our young gentleman learn’d, that, 
thofe agents, by whom their gueft was broke, 
and expelled from Bath, had conftituted ‘a bank 
againft all fporters, and monopolized the ad- 
vantage in all forts of play. He then told Gaunt- 
Jet, that if he would put himfelf under his die . 
rection, he would return with them, and lay. 
fuch afcheme, as would infallibly ruin the whole. 
fociety at billiards, as he knew that Godfrey ex-. 
celled them all in his knowledge of that game. 
The foldier excufed himfelf from engaging in 


any party of that kind ; and after dinner the tra-. 
vellers 
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vellers parted; but, as the converfation between 
the two friends turned upon the information 
they had received, Peregrine projected a plan for 
punifhing thofe villanous pefts of fociety, who 
prey upon their fellow creatures; and it was put 
in execution by Gauntlet, in this manner. 


CHAP. LXXIV. 


Godfrey executes a fcheme at Bath, by which a 
whole company of /barpers is ruined. 


N the evening after their arrival at Bathy- 
Godfrey, who had kept himfelf up all day 
for that purpofe, went in boots to the billiard 
table ; and two gentlemen being at play, began 
to bet with fo little appearance of judgment, that 
one of the adventurers then prefent was inflamed 
with the defire of profiting by his inexperience 5 
and when the table was vacant, invited him to 
take a game for amufement. The foldier, af- 
fuming the air of a felf-conceited dupe, anfwer- 
ed, that he did not choofe to throw away his. 
time for nothing, but, if he pleafed, would © 
pddle for a crown a game. This declaration 
was very agreeable to the other, who wanted to 
be further confirmed in the opinion he had con- 
ceived of the ftranger, before he would play for 
any thing of confequence. ‘The partie being ac- 
cepted, Gauntlet put off his coat, and beginning 
with feeming eagernefs, won the firft game, be- 
caufe his antagonift kept up his play, with a view 
of encouraging him to wager a greater fum. The 
foldier purpofely bit at the hook, the ftakes were- 
doubled, and he was again victorious, by the 
permiffion of his competitor. He now began to 
yawn ; 
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yawn; and obferving, that it was not worth his 
while to proceed in fuch a childifh manner, the 
other {wore, in an affeGted paffion, that he would 
play with him for twenty guineas. The propo- 
fal being embraced (thro’ the connivance of God- 
frey) the money was won by the fharper, who 
exerted his dexterity to the uttermoft, fearing 
that otherwife his adverfary would decline con- 
tinuing the game. 

Godfrey thus conquered, pretended to lofe his 
temper, curs’d his own ill luck, fwore that the 
table had a caft, and that the balls did not run 
true, changed his maft, and with great warmth 
challenged his enemy to double the fum. The 
gamefter, with feigned reluGance, complied with 
his defire, and having got the firft two hazards, 
offered to lay one hundred guineas to fifty on the 
game. The odds were taken; and Godfrey 
having allowed himfelf to be overcome, began 
to rage with great violence, broke the maift to 
pieces, threw the balls out at the window, and, 
in the fury of his indignation, defied his antago- 
nift to meet him to-morrow, when he fhould be 


refrefhed from the fatigue of travelling. ‘This 


was a very welcome invitation to the gamefter, 
who imagining that the foldier would turn out a 
moft beneficial prize, affured him, that he would 
not fail to be there next forenoon, in order to 
give him his revenge. 

Gauntlet went home to his lodgings, fully 
certified of his own fuperiority ; and took his 
meafures with Peregrine, touching the profecu- 
tion of their fcheme; while his opponent made 
a report of his fuccefs to the brethren of the gang, 


who refolved to be prefent at the decifion of the 
maichs 
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match, with the view of taking advantage of the 

ftranger’s paffionate difpofition. ; 
Affairs being thus concerted:on both fides, the 
‘players met, according to appointment, and the 
room was immediately filled with fpe€tators, who 
either came thither by accident, curiofity, or de- 
fign. The match was fixed for one hundred 
pounds a game, the principals chofe their inftru- 
ments, and laid afide their coats, and one of the 
‘knights of the order proffered to lay another hun- 
dred on the head of his affociate. Godfrey took 
‘him up on the inftant. <A fecond worthy of the 
fame clafs feeing him fo eager, challenged him to 
‘treble the fum ; and his propofal met with the 
fame reception, to the aftonifhment of the com- 
pany, whofe expectation was raifed to a very in- 
terefting pitch. The game was begun, and the 
foldier having loft the firft hazard, the odds were 
offered by the confederacy, with great vocifera- 
tion; but no body would run fuch a rifk, in fa- 
vour of a perfon who was utterly unknown. The 
fharper having gained the fecond alfo, the noife 
increafed to a furprifing clamour, not only of the 
gang, but likewife of almoft all the fpectators, 
who defired to lay two to one againft the brother 

of Emilia. | 

Peregrine, who was prefent, perceiving the 
cupidity of the affociation fufficiently inflamed, 
all of a fudden opened his mouth, and anfwered 
their betts, to the amount of twelve hundred 
pounds; which were immediately depofited, on 
‘both fides, in money and notes: fo that this was 
(perhaps) the moft important game that ever was 
plaid at billiards. Gauntlet feeing the agreement 
fettled, ftruck his antagonift’s ball into the pocket, 
in a twinkling, tho’ it was in one of thofe fituations 
which 
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which are fuppofed to be againft the ftriker. The 


betters were a little difcompofed at this event, 


for which, however, they confoled themfelves, 
by imputing the fuccefs to accident; but when, 
‘at the very next ftroke, he fprung it over the 
table, their countenances underwent an inftanta- 


-meous diftra€tion of feature, and they waited, in 
- the moft dreadful.fufpenfe, for the next +hazard, 
. which being likewife taken, with infinite eafe, by 
. the foldier, the blood forfook their cheeks, and 
‘the interje€tion Zounds ! pronounced with a look 


of confternation, and in a tone of defpair, pro- 
ceeded from every mouth, at the fame inftant of 
time. They were-overwhelmed with horror and 


_aftonifhment at feeing three hazards taken in as | 


many ftrokes, from a perfon of their friend’s 
dexterity ; and fhrewdly fufpected, that the 
whole was a fcheme preconcerted for their de- 


ftruction : on this fuppofition they changed the 


note, and attempted to effe@ their own indemni- 


fication, by propofing to lay the odds in favour of 


Gauntlet ; but fo much was the opinion of the 
company altered by that yeung gentleman’s fuc- 
cefs, that no body would venture to éfpoufe the 
caufe of his competitor, who.chancing to improve 
-his game by the addition of another lucky hit, 
diminifhed the concern, and revived the hopes of 
his adherents. But, this gleam of fortune, did 
not long continue: Godfrey collected his whole 

art and capacity, and augmenting his fcore to 

number ten, indulged himfelf with a view of the 

whole fraternity. The vifages of thefe profef- 

-f{ors had adopted different fhades of complexion, 
at every hazard he had taken ; from their natural 

colour they had fhifted into a fallow hue; from 

thence into pale; from pale into yellow, which 

ege- 
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degenerated into'a mahogony tiat ;.dnd now they 
faw feventeen hundred paunds of their ftoack de- 
pending upon a fipgle ftroke, they ftpod like fo 
many fwarthy Moors, jaundiced with terror and 
vexation.. The fire which naturally. glowed in 
the cheeks and nofe ,of the .player, feemed ut- 
terly extingt, and his,carbuncles exhibited a livid 
appearance, as if a gangrene, .had.already made 
fome progrefs in his: face; bis band began -to 
fhake, and his whole frame. was feized with fuch 
trepidation, that he -was.fain to. {wallow a bumper 
of brandy, in order to..re-eBablith the tranquil- 
lity of his. nerves, ‘This -expedient,..hawever, 
did not. produce, the defired effe@ ;:for he aimed 
the ball at the-lead with: fuch difcompofure, that 
it ftruck:onthe wrong: fide,.and came.off at .an 
ancle which dire@ted it full inithe middle hole, 
This fatal accident was: attended ;with an uni- 
verfal groan, as if.the whole univerfe had gone 
to wreck: and notwithflanding that. tranquilhty 
for which adventurers are fo remarkable, this 
lofs made fuch an impreffion.upon them all, that 
each, in particular, manifefted bis chagrin, by 
the moft violent emotions. One turned up his 
eyes to heaven, and bit his nether lip ; another 
gnawed his. fingers, while. he. stalked acrofs the 
room ; a third bla{phemed; with :horrible impre- 
cations ;. and: he-who played the partie, freaked 
off, grinding his teeth tagether, with.a look shat 
baffles all: defcription, and: as the .crofied the 
dae exclaiming, ‘* A .damn’d bite, by 
3—d |”? ig | 

The viGtors, after having infulted them, - by 
afking if they were-difpofed.for another chance, 
carried off their winning, with the:appearance of 
great compofure, though in their hearts they 
were 
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were tranfported with unfpeakable joy ; not fo 
much on account of the booty they had gained, 


as in confideration of having fo effeCtually de- 


ftroyed fuch a neft of pernicious mifcreants. 
"Peregrine believing, that now he had found 
an opportunity of ferving his friend, without gi- 
ving offence to the delicacy of his honour, told 
him, upon their arrival at their lodgings, that 
fortune had at length enabled him to become in 
a manner independent, or at leaft to make him- 
felf eafy in his circumftances, by purchafing a 
company with the money he had won. So fay- 
ing, he put his fhare of the fuccefs in Gauntlet’s 
hand, as a fum that of right belonged to him, 
and promifed to write in his behalf to a noble- 
man, who had intereft enough to promote fuch a 
quick rife in the fervice. 

Godfrey thanked him for his obliging inten- 
tion, but abfolutely refufed, with great loftinefs 
of demeanour, to appropriate to his own ufe any 
part of the money which Pickle had gained, and 
feemed affronted at the other’s entertaining a fen- 
timent fo unworthy of his character. He would 
not even accept, in the way of loan, fuch an 
addition to his own ftock, as would amount to 
the price of a company of foot; but exprefled 
great confidence in the future exertion of that ta- 
lent which had been bleffed with fuch a profpe- 
rous beginning. Our hero finding him thus ob- 
{tinately deaf to the voice of his own intereft, 
refolved to govern himfelf in his next endeavours 
of friendfhip, by his experience of this ticklifh 
punctilio; and in the mean time, gave a hand- 
fome benefaction to the hofpital, out of thefe 
firft fruits of his fuccefs ia play, and referved two 
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hundred ponnds for a fet of diamond ear-rings and 
folitaire, which he intended for a prefent-te 
Mifs Emily. 


CHAP, LXXV. a 


Lhe twe friends eclipfe all their competitors in gal- 


' fantry, and praciije a pleasant projec? of revenge 
upon the phyfictans of the place. 


HE fame of their exploit againft the fharpers, 

was immediately diffufed through all com- 
panics at the Bath ; fo that when our adventurers 
appeared in public, they were pointed: out by zn 
hundred extended fingers, and confidered as con- 
fummate artifts in all the different fpecies of fi- 
nefle, which they would not fail to practife with 
the firft opportunity. Nor was this opinion of 
their ‘charaGters any obftacle to their reception 
into the fafhionable parties in the place; but, on 
the contrary, fuch a recommendation, which (as 
T have already hinted) never fails to operate for 
the advantage of the pofleffor. 

This firft adventure, therefore, ferved them as 
an introduction to the company at Bath, who 
were not a little {urprized to find their expecta- 
tions baffled by the conduct of the two compa- 
hions ; becaufe, far from engaging deeply ae 
play, they rather fhunned all occafions of gaming, 
and dire€ted their attention to gallantry, in 
which our hero fhone unrivalled. His externa 
eal enue exclufive of any other merit, were 

rong enough to captivate the common run of 
the female {ex ; ; and thefe, reinforced with a 
fprightlinefs of converfation, and a moft infi- 
- ‘Ruating, 
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nuating addrefs, became irrefiftible, even by 
thofe who were fortified with pride, caution or 
indifference. But, among all the nymphs of this 
gay place, he did not meet with one object that 
difputed the empire of his heart with Emilia; 
and therefore he divided his attachment according 
to the fuggeftions of vanity and whim ; fo thar, 
before’ he had refided a fortnight at the Bath, he 
had fet all the ladies by the ears, and furnifhed 
all the hundred tongues of fcandal with full em- 
ployment. The fplendor of his appearance ex~ 
cited the inquiries of envy, which, inftead of 
difcovering any circumftance to his prejudice, 
was curfed with the information of:his being a 
young gentleman of a good family, and.heir to 
an immenfe fortune. | | 

The countenance of fome of his quality- 
friends, who arrived at Bath, confirmed this 
piece of intelligence: upon whch, his acquain- 
tance was courted and cultivated with great afli- 
duity ; and he met with fuch advances from fome 
of the fair fex, as renJered him extremely fortue 
nate in his amours. Nor was his friend Guodtiey 
a itranger to favours of the fame kinds his ac- 
complifhments were exaCily calculated for the 
meridian of fema'e taffe; and with certain indi- 
vidua's of that fex, his mufcular frame, and the 
robuft connection of his limbs, were more at- 
tractive than the delicate proportions of his com- 
pinion. He accorcingly reigned paramount: mong 
thefe inamorzta’s who, were turned of thirty, 
without beirg under the neceflity of procceding 
by tedicus acdrefles ; and. was thought to have co- 
operated with the waters, in removing the ftc- 
rility of certain ladies, who had long undergone 


the reproach and difguft of their hufpands: while 
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Peregrine fet up- his throne among thafe’ ‘who''l: 
boured under: the -difeafe. of celibacy; from the 
ert bails of fifteen, who, with a fluttering ‘heart, 
toffes her head, : bridles up, and gigsles inVolun- 
tatily at fight ofan hand{ome young’ idan, td 


a r 


the @aid maiden . of twenty-eight, who wil 
demure afpect. moralizes on the vanity of beauty; 
the folly of youth and fimplicity of woman, “and 
expatiates on friendfhip, benevolence and ‘good 
fenfe, in the ftile of..a platonic. philofopher.’. — 
*- In fuch:a diverfity of difpofitions, his cénquefte 
were attended with all,the. heart-burnings, ‘ani: 
mofities and turmoils of, jealoufy and fpite. The 
younger clafs took all opportunities of mortifying 
their feniors in public, by treating them with that 
indignity which (contrary to.the general privilege 
of age) is by the confent and connivance of man- 
kirid, levelled ‘againft thofe who have the mif- 
fortune to come under the denomination of old 
Maids’; and thefe laft retorted their hoftilities in 
the private machinations of flander, fupported by 
experience and fubtilty. of invention. Not one 
day paffed, in which fome new ftory did not cir- 
culate, to the prejudice of one or other of thofe 
Fivalée: 2S 4 we hoe ate 5 
. If our hero, in the long-room, chanced to 
quit’ one‘ef the moralifts, with whom, he had 
been engaged in-converfation, he was immediately 
accofted by a:number of the oppofite fa€tion, 
who, with -ironical fmiles, upbraided him with 
cruelty to the poor lady he had left, exhorted 
_ him to have compaffion: on her fufferings, and 
turning their eyes.towards the object of their in- 
terceffion, broke. forth: into an-unixerfal peal of 
“laughter. On the other hand, when Peregrine, 
in confequence of having danced with one of the 
minors 
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minors over-night, vifited her in the mornirig, 


the Platonifts imimediately laid hold on the occa- 
fign, talked their imagitiations, ‘affociated ideas, 
and, in® fagée infinjuations retailed. a thoufand cir- 
cumltances ‘of the‘inserview, ‘which inever had 
any, foundation’ in" trath! ‘Fhey obferved, .that 
if girls are determined to’ behave with fuch indif; 
cretion, they rnuft lay their accoints with in« 
curring the cenfure of the world ;: that. fhe. in 
queftion, was old enough to act more circum- 
{pectly ; and ‘wondered that her mother, would 
permit any young fellow to approach: the cham- 
ber, while‘fict-daughtert was in naked bed... As 
for the fervant’s peeping through the key-hole, ta 
‘be fure it was an unlucky accident ;;-but.- people 
ought to be upon their guard againft fuch curio- 
fity, and give their domeftics no caufeto employ 
their penetration. - Thefe, and otber fuch. re- 
fleQions, were occafionally whifpered as fecrets 
among thofe who were known to: be communi- 
cative; fo that, in ‘a few hours, it became the 
general topic-of difeourfe; and. as.it-had. been di- 
vulged under injunétions of fecrecy, it was almoft 
impoffible to trace the fcandal to its origin; be- 
‘caufe every perfon concerned, .muft have pro- 
_mulgated her own breach of truft, in difcovering 
her author of the report. . : 

~~ Peregrine,’ inftead of :allaying, rather exaf- 
perated this contention, by. an artful. diftribution 
of his attention-among the competitors; well 
knowing, that fhould his regard. be converged into 


“one point, he-would foon forfeit the pleafure he 


enjoyed; - in feeing ‘them .at. variance ;. for both 
_parties'-would join ‘againft the:common enemy, 
and -his favourite would ‘be: perfecuted by the 
‘whole coalition. : He perceived, that among the 
-  * a a i 
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fecret agents of fcandal, none were sfo bufy «s 
the phyticians, a clafs of animals who live in this 
place, like fo many ravens hovering about a car- 
cafe, and even ply for employment, like fcullers 
at Hungerford-itairs. The greateft part of them 
have correfpondents in London, who make it 
their bufiaefs to inquire into the hiftory, -cha- 
racter, and dif{temper of every one that repairs to 
Lain, for the benent of the waters; and if they 
eannot procure intereil to recominend their me- 
dical friends to thefe patients, before they fet 
out, they at Ica furniih them with a previous 
account of what they could coliedt, that their 
ccrrefpondents may ufe this intelligence for their 
own advantage. By thefe means, and the af- 
fiftance of flattery and aflurance, they often in- 
finuacte themfelves into the acquaintance of flran- 
gers, and by confulting their difpofitions, beceme 
neceflary and (ubfervient to their prevailing paf- 
fions. By their connexian. with apothecaries and 
nur{cs, they are infurmed of all the private gc- 
currences in each family ; and therefore, enabled 
to gratify the rancourof malice, :amufe the {pleen 
of peevith indifpofition, and entertain the eager- 
nets of impertient cariofity, 

In the courfe of thefe: oceupations, which fre- 
quently affected the reputation of our two ad- 
venturers, this~-whole body fell. under the .dif- 
pleafure of.our hero, who, after divers confulta- 
tions with his friend, concerted a firatagem, 
which was practifed upon the faculty in this man- 
mer. Among thofe who frequented the pump- 
room, ‘was ao old officer, whofe temper, natu- 
rally impatient, was, by repeated attacks: of the 
gout, which had almoft deprived him of the ufe 
of .bis limbs, -fublimated into.a remarkable degree 
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af virulence and perverfenefs: he imputed the 
inveteracy of his diftemper to the male practice 
of a furgeon who had adminiftered to him, while 
he laboured under the confequences of an unfor- 
tunate amour; and this fuppofition had infpired 
him with an infurmountable antipathy -to all the 
profeflors of the medical art, which was more 
and more confirmed by the information of a friend 
at London, who had told ae that it was a 
common practice among the phyficians at Bath, 
to diliuade their patients from urinking the water, 
that the cure, and of confequence their atten- 
dance, mizht be the longer protracted. 

Thus prepoffeffed, he had come to Bath, and, 
conformable to a few general inftru€tions he had 
received, ufed the waters without any farther 
direGtion, taking all occafions ‘of manifefting his 
hatred and contempt of the fons of AZfculapius, 
both by fpeech and gefticulations, and even by 
purfuing a regimen quite contrary to that which 
he knew. they prefcrised to others, who feemed 
to be exactly in his condition. But he did not 
find his account in this method, how fuccefsful 
foever it may have been in other cafes. His 
complaints, inftead of vanifhing, were every dav 
more and more enraged; and at length he was 
confined to his bed, “where he lay blifpheming 
from morn to night, and from nizht to morn, 
though {till more determined than ever to adhere 


to his former maxims. 


In the midft of his torture, which was become 
athe common joke of the town, being circulated 
through the induftry of the phyficians, who tri- 
umphed in his aifafter; Peregrine, by. means of 
Mr. Pipes, employed a country-fellow, who hed 
come to market, torun with great hafte, early 

4 one 
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the fame inftant of time, ;far from complimenting 
one another with the door, each feparately eflayed 


Having. received this intelligence: 
poflefion of his. anti-chamber, | and. fhut the 
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“but thefe were no€ -of. fufficient authority, or at 


leaft not explicit enough: to decide the difpute ; 


‘for-there are- many fchifins in medicine, as-well 
“as in religion, and: each fet can quote the fathers, 
‘in: fapport‘of ‘the tehets they profefs.. In fhort, 
‘the contention ‘tofe to fuch a pitch of clamour, 


as:not only alarmed their brethren on the ftair, 


‘but alfo ‘waked the patient from the firft nap he 


had enjoyed in the fpace of ten whole days. Had 
it been fimply ‘waking, he would have been ob- 
liged to:'them for the noife that difturbed him; 
for, in that‘ cafe,’ he would have been relieved 
from the tortures of hell-fire, to which, in ‘his 
dream, he ‘fancied’ himfelf expofed : but this 
Greadful vifion had been the refult of that im- 
prefion which was made upon his brain, by the 
intolerable anguifh of his joints; fo that, when 
he ‘waked, the pain, inftead of being allayed, 
was rather aggravated by a greater acutenefs of 
fenfation ; and the ‘confufed vociferation in the 
next room, invading his ears at the fame time, 
he began to think his dream was realized; and, 
in the pangs of defpair, applied himfelf to a bell 
that ftood by his bed-fide, which he rung with 
great violence and perfeverance. 

This alarm put an immediate ftop to the dif- 
putation of the three doctors, who, upon this 
notice of his being awake, rufhed into his cham- 
ber without ceremony.; and each feizing an arm, 
the third made the like application to one of his. 
temples. Before the patient could recolle& him- 
felf from the amazement which had laid hold on 
him, at this unexpected irruption, the room was 
filled by the reft of the faculty,-who followed. 
the .fervant that entered, in obedience to his 
soatter’s call ; and the bed was, in a moment, fur- 
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rounded by thefe gaunt minifters of death. The 
colonel, feeing himfelf befet with fuch an aflem- 
blace of folemn vifages and ‘figures, which he 
had always confidered with'the utmoft deteftation 
and abhorrence, was incenfed to-a ‘moft {nex- 
prefible degree of indignation $' and fo infpirited 
by his rage, that though his tongue denied its of- 
fice, his other limbs performed their funtion ; 
he difengaged himfelf from the'triumvirate, who 
had taken poffeffion of his body, fprung out of 
bed with incredible agility, and feizing one of his 
crutches, applied it fo effectually to one of the 
three, juft as he ftooped to examine the patient’s 
water, that his tye-periwig dropped into the pot, 
while he himfelf fell motionlefs on the floor. 

This fignificant explanation difconcerted the 
whole fraternity ; every man turned his face, as 
if it were by-inftin€t, towards the door 5 and the 
retreat of the community being obftru€téed by 'the 
efforts of individuals, confufion and tumultuous 
uproar enfued: forthe colonel, far from limiting 
his prowefs to the firft exploit, handled his wea- 
pon with aftonifhing vigour and dexterity, with- 
out refpect of perfons; fo that few or‘none of 
them had efcaped without marks of his difplea- 
fure, when his fpirits failed, and he funk down 
avain, quite exhaufted, on his bed. Favoured 
‘by this refpite, the difcomfited faculty collected 
their hats and wigs, which had fallen off in the 
fray; and perceiving the affailant too much en- 
feebled to renew the attack, fet up their throats 
together, and loudly threatened to profecute him 
fevercly for fuch an outrageous affault. 

By this time, the landlord -had interpofed ; 
and inquiring into the caufe of the difturbance, 
‘was.intormed of what had happened by the com4 
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plainants, who, at the fame time, giving him to 
underftand, that they had been feverally fum- 
moned to attend the colonel that morning, he 
vaffured them,. that, they had been impofed anon 
by, fome. wag ;, for his lodger had never dream’ d 
of confulting ‘any one of their profeffion. 

Thunderftruck at this declaration, the general 
clamour inftantaneoufly ceafed ; and each, in 
particular, at once comprehending the nature of 
‘the joke, they fneaked filently off with the lofs 
they had fuftained, in unutterable fhame and mor- 
tiAcation 5, while Peregrine and his friend, who 
took care to be pafling that way by accident. 
made a full ftop at fight of fuch an extraordinary 
efflux, and enjoyed the countenance and condi- 
tion of every one as he appeared: nay, even 
made up to fome of thofe who feemed moft af- 
fected with their fituation, and mifchievoufly tor- 
mented them with queftions touching this un- 
-ufual congregation 3 then, in confequence of the 
Anformation they received- from the landlord and 
the colonel’s valet, fubdjected the fufferers to the 
ridicule of alithe company in town. As it would 
have been impoffible for the authors of this farce 
to keep themfelves concealed from the indefati- 
gable inquiries of the phyficians, they made no 
fecret of their having directed the whole; though 
.they took care to own it in fuch an ambizuous 
Manner, as afforded no hanale of profecution. 
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CHAP. LXXVI. 
They diftrefs the boufekeepers of Bath, by another 


mifcbievous contrivance. . Peregrine bumbles .« 
noted beétor, and meets witha firange character 
at the houfe of a certain lady ==. 


HIS adventure was attended with another 

{mall tour, that involved almof all the in- 
habitants of Bath in a very ludicrous fcene of di- 
ftrefs. Our hero, among his other remarks; had 
obferved, that in this place there .was no {ach 
utenfil as a jack, and that alt the {pits were tumed 
by dogs, which never failed ay to at the 
hour of employment, with furprifing. exaétnefs 
and regularity : fo that. every family depended 
with great confidence upon their known pun&tua- 
lity, without. taking the trouble to fecure them 
before-hand..- © 7 8 as 
Our companions therefore, by means of ther 
underftrappers; who employed feveral chairmen. 
for the putpofe, apprehended all thefe ufeful ane 
mals, on Saturday at night, and confined. them 
in an out-howfe, with a view of -perplexing the 
people with regard to their Sunday*s dinner.. Nor 
‘were they difappointed in their expdétations 3 the 
furloins' being {pitted athe ufual time, the cook- 
maid‘appeared at every dooralmoft at the fame 
‘inftant ;-and after having earnef{ly caft their eyes 
around, ‘they: began to.run about che ftrect, ‘and 
owbittle with great vehemence, . ejaculating. curfes 
-between whiles: againit: the intiotent: curs,; that 
were difabled) from obeying the di@ates: of their 

__ aity: Frivolous as ‘this circumfance mayferm 
“be, it was here confidered.as:a family: concern 
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of fome confequence ; for the maids having com- 
municated the affair to their refpeCtive miftreffes, 
every houfe in a twinkling fent forth its mafter 
in a night-cap, flippers, and. morning-gown, in 
order to.find fome remedy for this dreadful ca- 
lamity 3. and a fecond: concert of whiftling was 
performed in vain, They even affembled in 
committees in the ftreet, to deliberate on this 
unheard-of defection of the dogs; and having 
cudgelled their brains. to no purpofe, return¢d to 
their feveral homes, ia manifeft terror of lofing 
afayouritemeaL 2 =, .- ; 

Over and above: this their: diftraction, which 
our young gentlemen in perfon enjayed; they af- 
terwards underftood, that the affliction in many 
houfes.was increafed, by the mifcarriage of the 
‘Shifts to. which they. were. reduced on this occa- 
fon... One mafter. of a family,..through the per- 
verfenefs of his fervants, was: obliged to under- 
take the office of turnfpit in propria perfona, 
to.the deftruction of his appetite, and the danger 


of his health ;. another being driyen to the ne- 


ceffity of cutting the roaft into fleaks, fell fick 
-of mortification, and. had well nigh loft his wits ; 
and a.third having contrived to fudpend the fur- 
Jom before the fire, in order-to-be.twirled about 
aby the hand. of an attendant, the pack-thread 
gave way towards the-end, of the operation, and 
‘the meat: falling down, difcharged the contents 
sof the dripping-pan upon his leg, which. was 
:fealded.in a miferable manner: and what added 


-to their vexation, about one o’cleck,, when’ the 


idifappointment. was moft: feverely: felt, and: the 
rmisfortune; irretrievable;. Peregrine ordered- the 
-prifoners to. be‘difcharged,' and every kitchen was 
‘ wifited: by one of thefe quadrupeds; as. sad 
_ k come 
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come on purpofe to infult the diftrefs they had 
occafioned, ‘“Thefe, and a variety of other ftra- 
tagems, practifed upon the objects of ridicule, 
hatred and contempt, confirmed and augmented 
the reputation of our adventurers, who had, by 
this time, rendered themfelves terrible to all forts 
of delinquents of both fexes, from the brazen- 
fronted gamcfter and femaie libertine, to the 
{tale maicen that deals in fcandal and ftrong wa- 
ters, and the puny flutterer, who feems to have 
sefigned all pretenfions tg manhood. . Among 
thofe who never failed to refide at Bath, during 
the feafon, was a certain perfon, who, from the 
molt abject mifery, had by his induftry and art 
at play, amafled about fifteen thoufand pounds 5 
and though his character was notorious, infinuated 
himfclf fo far into the favour of what is called 
the beft company, that very few private parties 
of pleafure took place, in which he was not 
princip-Hy concerned. He was of a gigantic fta- 
ture, a molt intrepid countenance; and his dif- 
polition, naturatly over-bearing, had in the courte 
of his adventures and fuccefs, acquired a mott 
intolerable degree of infolence and vanity. By 
the ferocity of his features, and audacity of his 
behaviour, he had obtained a reputation for the 
amoft undaunted courage, which had been con- 
firmed by divers adventures, in which he had 
chumbled the moft afluming heroes of his own 
fraternity ; fo that he now reigned chief Hedtor 
of the place, with ungueftioned authority. 

With this fon of fortune was Peregrine. one 
evening engaged at play, and fo fuccefsful, that 
“ng could not help informing his friend of his good 
duck. Godfrey hearing the defcription of the 
sofer, 4mincdisicly recognized the perfen, whens 
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he had known at Tunbridge; and affuring Pickle, 
‘that he was a fharper of the firft water, cau- 
‘tioned him againft any future connexion with 
fuch a dangerous companion, ‘who (he affirmed) 
Shad fuffered him to win a fmall fum, that he 
‘might be encouraged to lofe a much greater, upon 
‘fome other occafion. : ' : 

Our young ger:tleman treafured up this ad- 
‘vice; and though he did not fcruple to give the 
‘gamefter an’ opportunity of retrieving his lofs, 
when he next day demanded his revenge, he 
abfolutely refufed to proceed, after he had re- 
funded his winning. The other, who confi- 
dered him as a hot-headed unthinking youth, en- 
deavoured to inflame his pride to a continuance 
of the game, by treating his fkill with fcorn and 
‘contempt; and, among other farcaftic expref- 
fions, advifing him to go to fchool again, before 

e pretended to'engaze with matters of the art, 
Our hero, incenfed at his arrogance, replied with 
great warmth, that he knew himfelf fufficiently 
qualified for playing with men of honour, who 
deal upon the fquare, and hoped he.fhould always 
deem it infamous, either to learn or practife the 
tricks of a profeflid’ gamefter. 6° Blood and 
thunder! meaning me, Sir? (cried this artift, 
raifing his voice, and curling his vifage into a 
amoft intimidating frown.) Zounds! I’ll cut the 
throat of any fcoundrel who has the prefumption 
to fuppofe, that I don’t play as honourably as 
veer a nobleman in the kingdom: and Tinfift up- 
on an explanation from you, Sir; or, by hell 
and brimflore! I fhall expect other fort of fatif- 
fafiicn.” Peregrine (whofe blood by this time 
boiled within him) anfwered without hefitation ; 
sé War from thinking your demand unreafonables 


Be 3 . 


304 ‘The ADVEN TURES of 
I will immediately explain myfelf without re- 
ferve, and tell you, that, upon unqueftionable 
authority, I believe you to be an impudent rafcal 
and common cheat.’ oe 


The Heétor was fo amazed and confounded at. 


the freedom of this declaration, which he thought 
no man on earth ‘would venture to make in his 
prefence, that for fome minutes he could not re- 
colle& himfelf; but, at length, whifpered a chal- 
lenge in the ear of our hero, which .was accord- 
sacle accepted. When they arrived next morn- 


ing upon the field, the gamefter, arming his 
countenance with all its terrors, advanced with a 


fword of a monftrous Jength, and putting him- 
felf in a pofture, called aloud in a moft terrific 
voice, ‘* Draw, damn ye, draw; I will this 
inftant fend you to your fathers.” The youth 
was not flow in complying with his defire ; his 
weapon was unfheathed in a moment, and he 
began the attack with fuch unexpected {pirit and 
addrefs, that his adverfary, having made fhift 
with great difficulty to parry the Fett pafs, re- 
‘treated a few. paces, and demanded a parley, in 
which he endeavoured to perfuade the young 
man, that to lay a man of his character under 
the neceffity of chaftifing his infolence, was the 
moft rafh and inconfiderate ftep that he could 
poffibly have taken ; but, that he had compaffion 
upon h's youth, and was willing to {pare him, if 
be would furrender his {word, and promife to afk 
ardon in public for the offence he had given. 
ickle was fo much exafperated at this unparallelled 
effrontery, that, without deigning to make the 
leaft reply, he. flung his own hat in.the propofer’s 
face, and renewed the charge with fuch un- 
daunted agility, that the gamefter, finding him- 
felf 


—, 
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felf. in-manifeft_hazard..of. bis..life,: betook him- 
felf to his heels,..and fled homewards with in- 
credible. {peed, . being clofely purfued by Pere- 
grine, who having fheathed his {word, pelted. 
him vith @ones.as, he ran, and compelled him-to 
§0,, that fame, day, into banjfhment from. Baths 
where he. had.domineered fo long... 5 |... 

_By this-atchievement, which was the fubje of 
aftonifhment to all the company, who had looked 
upon the fugitive.as a perfon of heroic courage, 
our adventyrer’s: reputation was rendered formi- 
dable.in all its circumftances; although he thereby 
difobliged.a gagd many. people .of fafhion, who 
had contracted-an intimacy of friendfhip with the 
exile, and who refented his difgrace,.as if it had 
been the misfortune of a worthy man. Thefe 
generous patrons, however, bore a very. {mall 
proportion . to. thofe who were pleafed with the 
event of the duel; becaufe, in the courfe of their 
refidence at Bath, they had either been infulted 
ar defrauded. by the challenger. Nor was this 
inftance of our hero’s courage unacceptable to 
the ladies, few of whom could now. refift the 
united force of fuch accomplifhments. Indeed, 
neither he nor his ‘friend Godfrey would have. 
found much difficulty.in picking up an agreeable 
companion fox life; but Gauntlet’s heart was pre- 
engaged to Sophy.;. and Pickle, exclufive of -his 
attachment to Emily, which was ftronger than he 
himfelf imagined, poffeffed fuch a fhare of am- 
bition, as could not be fatisfied with the conqueft 
of any female he beheld atBath  . | , 
_ His vifits were, therefore, premifcuous, with- 
gut any other view than that of amufement ; and 
though his pride, was flattered, by the advances of 
the fair whom he had captivated, he. never ‘haf- 
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boured one thought of proceeding beyond the h- 
mits of common gallantry, and carefully avoided 
all particular explanations. But, what above ail 
other enjoyments yielded him the moft agreeable 
entertainment, was the fecret hiftory of ‘cha- 
racters, which he learn’d from a very extrdaordi- 
Hary perfon, with whom he became acquainted 
in this manner. a. 

Being at the houfe of a certain lady, on avi- 
fiting-day, he was ftruck with the appearance of 
an old man, who no fooner entered the room 
than the miftrefs of ‘the hcufe very kindly de- 
fired one of the wits prefentto roaft the old put. 
This petit maitre, proud of the employment, 
‘vent up to the fenior, who had fomething ex- 
tremely peculiar and fignticant in his counte- 
nance, and faluting him with divers fafhionable 
congés, accofted him in thefe words: ‘* Your 
fervant, you old rafcal. 1 hopeto have the ho- 
nour of feeing you hang’d. I vow to Gad ! you 
look ‘extremely fhocking, with thefe gummy 
eyes, lanthorn jaws, and toothlefs chaps. What ! 
‘you fquint at the ladies, you old rotten mediar? 
‘Yes, yes, we underftand your ogling; but you 
muf content yourfelf with a cook-maid, fink 
me! I fee you want to fit. .Thefe wither’d 
fhanks of yours tremble..under their’ burthen + 
but you muft have a I'ttle patience, old Hirco ; 
andeed you muft, I intend: to mortify you a 
little longer, .curfe me !” . iy | La 

‘The company was fo tickled with this-addrefs, 
which was delivered with much. grimace and 
—-gelticulation, that :they burft out into’.a.Joud fit 
of laughter, which they fathered upon a mon- 
key that was chained: in the room ; and when 
‘the peal was over, the wit renewed his attack, 

in 
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in thefe words : ** I fuppofe you are fool enough 
to think this mirth was occafioned by Pug: ay, 
there he is; you had beft furvey him ; he is of 
your own family, {witch me: but the lauzh was 
at your expence ; and you ought to thank hea- 
ven for making you fo ridiculous.’’ ‘While he 
uttered thefe ingenious ejaculations, the old 
gentleman bowed alternately to him and the 
monkey, that feemed to grin and chatter in imi- 
tation of the beau, and with an arch folemnity 
of vilage, pronounced, ‘*¢ Gentlemen, as I have 
not the honour to underftand your compliments, 
they will be much better beftowed on each other.” 
So faying, he feated himfelf, and had the fatis- 
faction to fee the laugh returned upon the ag- 
greflor, who remained confounded and abafhed, 
and in a few minutes left the room, muttering, 
as he retired, ‘* the old fellow grome fcurrilousy 
flap my breath. ‘ 

While Peregrine wondered in fience at this 
extraordinary fcene, the lady of the houfe per- 
ceiving his furprize, gave him to underftand, 
that the ancient vifitant was utterly bereft of the 
fenfe of hearing ;. that his name was Cadwallacer 
Crabtree 5 his difpofition altogether mifanthropi- 
cals; and that he was admitted into company on 
account of the entertainment he aftorded by hs 
farcaflic obfervations, and the pleafant miftakes 
to which he was fubject from his infirmity. Nor 
did our hero wait a long time for. an illuftration 
of this odd character. .Every fentence he fpoke 
was replete with: gall ; nor did his fatire conftt 
in general podecions. but in a-feries of remarks, 
which had been made through the medium of a 
amott wave ecu) of open 
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Among thofe who were-prefentatthisadembly 

Was a young officer,’ who having -by:dint of:; ine. 

tereft obtained a feat in the lower houfe; thought 


it incumbent upon him.to talk of:affaits of:ftate;; — 


and accordingly.regaled the compehyowititan ac- 
count. ofa fecret! expedition -whirb ithe Franck 
were bufied.in preparing; affuring: them, thathe 
had itfrom the mouth of the minster, to: whem 
it had been tranfmitted by one of his ‘agents 
abroad. In defcanting upon -the- particularg of 
the armament, he obferved, that. they: had ewenty; 
fhips of the line, .ready<manned and: vidtvabled -ag 
Breft, which-were deftined for. ‘Tevleniavhera 
they ‘would ; be joined: by as many moares-.and 
from thence praceed to the execution. -of : their, 
{cheme, which he imparted: asa fecret-not fk ta 
be divuged... oath t 
This piece. of intelligence being, comenynicated 
to all the company, except Afr. Crabtrees: ‘whe 
fuffeted: by his -dafs of ‘bearing, that, cynic -wag 
foon after aceofted bya lady,-wha, by.means .of 
an artificial alphabet, farmed by a certain con- 
junCiion: and ‘difpofitios of the fingers, afked if 
he had heard ‘any. extraordinary: news of late? 
Cadwallader, with his ufual complaifance, re- 
plied; that he  fuppeted: fhe.togk hum for a courier 
or Ys by teizing him eternally with that que- 
. He: themexpatinted. upon the fpolih or 
riofty ‘of: uaankind, which; he -faids. muft..either 
proceed from idlenefs or want of ideas and re- 
peated almoft verbatim the officer’s information, 
as ‘a :vague-ridiculows report, invented -by fome 
ignorant coxcamb;: who wanted to..givehimfef 
meee potion tober tei rand: belipved: sce by thofe 
e y. unacquainted wath: l 
= aren of the F ach nation. ~~ a op 
2 In 


A. 


are Se 
5 ae = 


Te Wee Ee Se eee 
Se Be BR ROA 


a 2G. 


ee ae 


ee a ae 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 309 
.-In- confirmation: of what:‘he had:advanced, he 


~ etideavouréd: to:demonfirate bow. impofiible it 


muft be for-that people to: fit aut even the third 
part: of fuch:a.navy, fo foon after, the; loffles they 
had fuftained dagmg the war and confirmed his 
pioof by. affertng,  that,. to. his: certain know- 
Fedge, the: harbours of Breft and Tulon could‘ 
not at that time produce‘a fquadron of eight fhips 
of-the line © ee es ae | 

'. The member, .who..was: an utter ftranger to 
this. mifanthrope, hearing his own. affeverations 
treated ‘with fuch contempt, glowed ‘with confu- 
fion'and:refentment, and raifing his. voice, began 
to'defend his own veracity with great eagernefs 
atid ‘trepidation, mingling with his arguments 
many bluftering inve&iives againft. the infolence 
and ill manners of his fuppofed contradictor, who 
fat with the moft mortifying compofure of coun- 
tenance, till the. officer’s patience was quite ex- 
haufted ;/ and:‘then, to the manifeft increafe of 
his vexation, hé was informed, that his antago- 
nift was fo deaf, that, in all probability, the laft 
trumpet would make no impreffion upon him, 
without a previous renovation of his organs. 


CHAP. LXXVII. 


He cultivates an acquaintance with the Mifan- 
thrope, who favours bim with a fhort fretch of 
his own biftory, 


Eregrine was extremely well pleafed.at this 
— occafional rebuke, which occurred fo fea- 
fonably, that he could fcarce believe it accidental. 
He looked upon Cadwallader as the greateft cu- 


riofity he had ever known, and cultivated the old 
mans 


gi0 «The ADVENTURES of 
man’s acquaintance with fuch infinuating addrefs, 
that in lets than a fortnight he obtained his con+ 
fidence ; andas they one day walked into the fields 
together, the Manhater difclos’d himfelf, in thefe 
words: ** Tho’ the term.of our-communication 
has been but fhort,-.you.muft ‘have perceived) 
that I treat you with uncommon marks of re+ 
gard; which, I aflure you, is not owing to your 
perfonal accomplifhments, nor the pains you take 
to oblige me; for the firt I overlook, and the 
Jaft I fee through: but there is fomething in 
your difpofition which indicates a rooted con- 
tempt for the world, and I underftand you have 
made fome fuccefsful efforts, in expofing one 
part of it to the ridicule of the other. Ft isupon 
this.afiurance, that I offer you my advice and 
affiftance, in profecuting :other {chemes of the 
fame nature; and to convince you that fuch an 
alliance is not to be rejected, I will now give you 
a fhort {ketch of my hiftory, -which will be pub- 
Jithed after my death, im forty. fever’ volumes of 
my own compiling.. =: . | 
. '[ was born about forty‘ miles from this place, 
of parents who having. a very old family-name to 
fupport, beftowed their whole fortune on my el- 
der brother; fo that I intherited of my father 
little elfe than a large fhare of choler, to which 
I am indebted for'a great many adventures: that 
did not always end to my: fatista&tion. At the 
ace of eighteen f was fent up to town, with a 
recommendation to a certain peer, who found 
means to amufe me with the promife of a com- 
mifhon, for feven whole- years; and ’tis odds but 
Ifhould have made my: fortune by my perfeve- 
rance, had not F.been arrefted, and thrown into 
the Ma: thalfea by my landlord, on whofe credit 
a J 
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I had fub{fted three years, after-my- father had 
renounced me asan idle vagaband.. There I re- 
mained fix months, among thofe prifoners who 
have no other fupport. than chance charity; and 
contracted. a very. valuable ‘acquaintance, which 
was of great fervice to me in the future emisteen 
cies of my: life. . 

I was na fooner difcharged, in conmeaience of ; 
an act of parliament for the relief of infolvent 
debtors, than I went to the houfe of my eredi-+ 
tor, whom I cudgelled without mercy ; and that 
I might leave nothing undone of thofe things 
which I ought to have done, my next ftage was 
to Weftminfter-hall, where F waited until my 
patron came forth from the houfe,..amd faluted 
him with a blow that laid him fenfelefs on the 
pavement. but my retreat .was not fo fortunate 
as I could have withed, the chairmen and Jac- 
quies in waiting having furrounded and difarmed 
me in a trice, I was committed to Newgate, 
and loaded with chains; and a very fagacious 
gentleman, who was afterwards hanged, having 
fat in judgment upon my cafe, pronounced me 
guilty of a capital crime, and foretold my: con- 
demnation at the Old Baily. His prognoftic, 
however, was difappointed ; for no body appear~ 
ing to profecute me at the next feffions, I was 
diicharged, by order.of the court.. It- would be 
impoffible for me to recount, in the-campafs of 
one day’s converfation, all the particular exploits 
in which I bore a.confiderable thare :: fufiice it to 
fay, I have been, at.different times, prifoner it 
all the jails within the bills-of mortality. I have 
broke. from every round-houfe..on .this fide 
Temple-bar. No bailiff, in the days of my 
youth and defperations. durft execute a writ. up- 

cy 
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on me without a dozen followers ;, and the 
juftices themfelves trembled when I was brought 
before them. 

I was once maimed by a carman, with whom 
I quarrelled, becaufe he ridiculed my leek on St. 
David’s day ; my fkull was fraGtured by a but- 
cher’s cleaver, on the like occafion. — I have 


_ been run thro’ the body five times, and loft the 
“tip of my left ear by a piftol bullet. In a ren- 


counter of this kind, having left my antagonift 
for dead, I was wife enough to make my retreat 
into France ; and a few days after my arrival at 
Paris entering into converfation with fome offi- 
cers on the fubject of politics, a difpute arofe, in 
which I loft my temper, and {poke fo irreverent- 
ly of the Grand Monarque, that next morning I 
was fent to the baftile, by virtue of a Lettre de 
Cachet. ‘There I remained for fome months, de-" 
prived of all intercourfe with rational creatures ; 
a circumftance for which I was not forry, asl 
had the more time to project fchemes of revenge 
againft the tyrant who confined me; and the 
wretch who had betrayed my private converfa- 
tion : but tired, at length, with thefe fruitlefs 
fuggeftions, I was fain to unbend the feverity of 
my thoughts by a correfpondence with fome in- 
duftrious fpiders, who had hung my dungeon 
with their ingenious labours. 

I confidered their work with fuch attention, 
that I foon became an adept in the myftery of 
weaving, and furnifhed myfelf with as many ufe- 
ful obfervations and reflections on that art, as 
will compofe a very curious treatife, which I in- 
tend to bequeath to the Royal Society, for the 
benefit of our woolen manufacture; and this 
with a view to perpetuate my own name, rather 

than 
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than befriend my country: for, thank heaven! 
I am weaned from all attachments of that kind, 


and look upon myfelf as one very little obliged to 


any fociety whatfoever. Although I prefided with 
abfolute power over this long-legg’d community, 
and diftributed rewards and punifhments to each, 
according to his deferts, I grew impatient of 
my fituation,; and my .natural difpofition, one 
day, prevailing, like a fire which had long been 
{mothered, .l:wreaked the fury of my indignation 


"upon my. innocent fubjects, and in a twinkling 


md 


“ deftroyed the whole race, While I was employed 


in this general: maflacre, the turnkey, who 


_ brought me food, opening. the door, and per- 


ceiving my tran{port, fhrugged up his fhoulders, 
and leaving my allowance, went out, pronouncing, 
Le pauvre diable ! la tete lui.tourne.. My paftion 
no fooner fubfided than I refolved.to prefit by 
this opinion of the jailor, and from that day coun- 


" terfeited lunacy with fuch fuccefs, that in lefs 


than three months I was delivered from the 
baftile, and fent to the gallies, in which they 


’ thought my bodily vigour might be of fervice, 
" although the faculties of my mind were decayed. 


Before I was chained to the oar, I received. three 
hundred ftripes by way of welcome, that I mighe 
thereby be rendered more traCtable, notwith- 
Rtanding I ufed all the arguments in my power to 
perfuade them, I was only mad north, north weft, 
and when the wind was foutherly, knew a hawk 


from an band-faw. 


In our fecond cruize we had the good fortune 


to be overtaken by a tempeft, during which the 


flaves were unbound, that they might contribute 
the more to the prefervation of the galley, and 
Veit. II, a have 
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have a chance for their lives, in cafe of a thip- 
_ wreck. : ‘We ‘were no fooner ‘at liberty, than 
- making ourfelves mafters of the veffel, we robbed 
the officers, and ran her on fhore among rocks 
on the coaft of Portugal ; ‘from whence I haften- 
ed to Lisbon, with 2-view of obtaining my paf- 
fage in fome fhip ‘bound for‘England, where, by 
. this :time, ¥ hoped :my | affair ‘would be _for- 
gotten. i 
But befere this {cheme could be-accomplithed, 
my evil genius led me into company ; -and being 
intoxicated, [began to broach doétrines on the 
' fubject-of religion, at which fome of the partie 
‘were {candalized and‘incenfed ; and I-was next 
. day-drapped out of bed-by the officers of the in- 
- quifition, and conveyed to ‘a cell in the prifon 
: belonging to-that tribunal. 
. JAt my. firft examination my refentment ‘was 
- ‘trong enough to fuppert me under the torture, 
which I éndured without flinching ; ‘but-my te- 
' folution abated, and my zeal immediately cool- 
ed, ‘when I underftood ‘from ‘a fellow-prifoner, 
. who groaned on the ‘other fide of the partition, 
that in‘a fhort time there would-be an Auto da 
fe ; in confequence of which I would, in all 
probability, be doomed to the flames, if I would 
not renounce my heretical errors, and fubmit ‘to 
fuch penance as the church fhould think fit to 
-prefcribe. This miferable wretch was convicted 
- of Judaifm, which he had privately practifed, by 
connivance, for many years, until he had amaffed 
‘afortune fufficient to attra€&t the regard of the 
_charch. To this he fell a facrifice, and accordingly 
‘prepared himfelf for the ftake; while I, not at ail 
‘ambitious of the crown of martyrdom, refolved 
| to 
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to temporize : fo that,.:when I was brought to 

the queftion the fecond time, I made a folemn:. 
recantation ; and, .as I had no worldly fortune to 
obftruct my falvation, was received into the. bo- | 
fom of the church, and, by way of penance, en- 

joined to walk barefoot to Rome, in. the habit of 
a. pilgrim. ) 

During my peregrination thro’ Spain, I was. 
detained as a fpy, until I could procure creden- — 
tials from the inquifition at Lisbon ; and behaved. 
with fuch refolution and referve, that, after be- 


_ing releafed, I was deemed a proper perfon.to be. 


employed in quality of a fecret intelligencer, at. 
a.certain court. This office I undertoek,. with- 
out hefitation ; and being furnifhed with money, 
and bills of credit, croffed the Pyrenees, with, 
intention to revenge myfelf upon the Spaniard 
for the feverities 1 had. undergone, during my: 
captivity. a . 
Having therefore effectually, difguifed myfelf, 
by a change of drefs, and a large patch on one 
eye, | hired an equipage, and appeared at.. Bo- 
logna, in quality.of an itinerant phyfician ; in 
which capacity I fucceeded. tolerably well, till 
my fervants decamped in the night, with my 
baggage, and left me in the condition of Adam. 
In fhort, I have travelled over the greateft part 
of Europe, as a beggar, pilgrim, prieft, foldier, 
gamefter, and.quack; and felt the-extremes of 
indigence and opulence,, with the inclemency of 
weather, in all its viciffitudes. I have learned 
that the chara&ters of mankind are every. where 
the fame ; that common fenfe and honefty bear 
an infinitely {mall proportion to folly and vice 5 
and that life is at beft a paulty province. 7 
Pz After 
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After having fuffered innumerable hardfhips, 
dangers, and difgraces, I returned to London, 
where I lived fome years in a garret, and picked 
up a fubfiftence, fuch as it was, by vending purges 
in the ftreets, from the back of a pied horfe; in 


which fituation I ufed to harrangue the mob, in. 
broken Engiifh, under pretence of being an High 


German doétor. 


At laft an uncle died, by whom [I inherit an’ 


eftate of three hundred pounds per annum, tho’, 
in his life-time, he would not have parted with 2 
fix-pence, to fave my foul and body from perdi- 
tion. 

] now appear in the world, not as a member 
of any community, or what is called a foctal crea- 


ture; but meerly as a fpeCtator, who entertains: 


himfelf with the grimaces of a jack-pudding, and 
banquets his fpleen in beholding his enemies at 
loggerheads. That | may enjoy this difpofition, 


abitradted from all interruption, danger, and par-. 


ticipation, I feign myfelf deaf; an expedient by 
which I not only avoid all difputes, and their 
eonfequences, but alfo become matter of a thou- 
fand little fecrets, which are every day whif- 
pered in my prefence, ‘without any fufpicion of 
their being-overheard. You faw how I handled 
that fhallow politician at my lady Plaufible’s the 
other day. The fame method I practife upon 
the crazed tory, the bigot whig, the four fuper- 
cilious pedant, the petulant critic, the bluftering 
coward, the: fawning tool, the pert pimp, fly 
fharper, and every other fpecies of knaves and 
fools with which this kingdom abounds. 

. In confequence of my rank and chara¢ter I 
obtain free admiffion to the ladies, among whom 
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I have obtained the appellation of the Scandalous 
Chronicle ;. and as I am confidered (while filent) 
in no other light than that of.a footftool or elbow 
chair, they diveft their converfation of all re- 
ftraint before me, and gratify my fenfe of hear- 
ing with ftrange things, which (if I could pre- 
vail upon myfelf to. give the world that fatisfacs 


tion) would compofe a curious. piece of fecret hi- 


ftory, and exhibit a quite different idea of cha- 
racters from what is commonly entertained... _ 
By this time, young gentleman, you may per- 
ceive, that I have it in my power to be a valu- 
able correfpondent ; and that it will be your in- 
tereft to deferve my confidence.” : 


CHAP, LXXVII. 


A treaty 1s concluded betwiat Cadwallader and eur. - 
hero; in confequence of which divers pleafant ad- 
ventures occur, until the young gentleman is fum- 
_moned to the garifon on a very ingerefling oc~ 
cafion. aa ; 


"Ere the Mifanthrope left off fpeaking, de-: 

' firous to know the fentiments of our he-- 

ro, who embraced the proffered alliance, in a 
tranfport of joy and furprize; and the treaty was: 
no fooner concluded than Mr. Crabtree began tor 
perform articles, by imparting to him a thoufand. . 
delicious fecrets, from the poffeffion of which he 
promifed himfelf innumerable {cenes-of mirth and, 
enjoyment. By means of this aflociate, whom: © 
he confidered as the ring of Gyges, he forefaw. 
that he fhould be enabled to penetrate not only 
into the chambers but woe the inmoft thoughts 
3 of 
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of the female fex 5 and, in order to ward off fufpi- 
cion, they agreed to revile each other in public, 
and meet at a certain private rendezvous, to 
communicate their mutual difcoveries, and con- 
cert their future operations. So precious did Pe- 
regrine efteem this treafure, that he would not 
even make his friend Godfrey acquainted with 
his good fortune, tho’ the firft ufe he made of it, 
was in behalf of that young gentleman, whom 
he undeceived in two very interefting particulars. 
The foldier’s addrefles wert, at that time, 
fhared betwixt two ladies, who received them 
ina very different manner. By one of them he 


was carefs’d with marks of particular regard, and 


by fmall favours flattered with the expectation of 
fupreme fuccefs; while the other treated him 
with fuch feverity and fhynefs, that he could 
never find an opportunity or refolution to make 
an unreftricted declaration of his flame. As every 
woman has a confidant, to whom fhe pours forth 
her heart orr thefe oceafions, Mr. Crabtree hap- 
pened to be prefent when each of them difbur- 


thened herfelf of her fentiments with regard ta. 


her lover; and learned from their own confef- 
fions, that the frank lady cajoled him for the 
fake of the money which he fuffered himfelf to 
lofe at cards, though fhe had not the leaft in- 
tention to extend her complaifance beyond the 
limits of exterior civilities; while the prude was. 
actualy enamoured of his perfon, and through a 
remnant of modefty avoided him for no other 
reafon, but becaufe fhe knew herfelf incapable 

of refifting his follicitations. - 
Mr. Gauntlet profited by this difcovery, which 
was communicated to him through the canal of 
his 
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his friznd, relinquifhed the mercenary coquet, 
and found means to vanquifh the referve of the. 
other. Peregrine himfelf was, in like manner,. 
fet to rights, in certain opinions he had conceived 
of his own influence with particular ladies ; and: 
as no perfon ever offended him with impunity, 
he projected a fcheme of vengeance againft a re- 
markable inamorato, who to his affiduities pre- 
ferred thofe of a brawny fellow, that, from the 
place of a private trooper in the horfe-guards, had 
been preferred to the rank of a lieutenant, by 
the intereft of a dowager lately deceafed. With 
this favourite did the lady make an affignation, 
in the hearing of Cadwallader, who gave our 
hero to underftand, that he was to be received. 
by her woman, in the dark, at a parlour-door 
that opened into a fmall garden, the wall of 
which he could eafily overleap, after the fervants. 
fhould be retired to reft. 

Peregrine, fraught with this intelligence, req. 
folved to anticipate his rival; and accordingly, 
by the miniftration of his companion, engaged a 
couple of ftout chairmen, who being pofted on 
the fpot, feized the lover in his endeavours to 
furmount the wall, and conveyed him to a place © 
of confinement, on pretence of fuppofing his de-. 
fign was to rob the houfe. He was no fooner 
fecured in this manner, than Pickle, being de-. 
termined to profecute the adventure, tranfported 
himfelf into the garden, and perfonating the lieu- 
tenant, wept to the door, made the fignal 
which had been agreed upon, was admitted by | 
the attendant, conduCed to her lady’s apartment, . 
that was darkened for her reception ; and having 
enjoyed his revenge, with every rs of 

tis- 
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fatisfa&tion, made his retreat before day, with- 
out being difcovered, after having been gratified 
with a valuable ring, as a teftimony of her lady- 
fhip’s affection. 

Mean while. the difappointed captive finding 
himfelf involved in a troublefome affair, that muft 
end either in his own difgrace, or in that of his 
miftrefs, whom he could not with honour expofe, 
employed all his art in tampering with his de- 
tainers, who pretended to have detected him as 
they paffed that way by accident, and who would 
not liften to the terms he propofed for his releafe 
until it was atmoft day; and then, by the per- 
miffion of their employers, they fet him at liber-. 

, in confideration of five guineas, which he di- 
vided between them. From the time of his dif- 
charge he waited with the utmoft impatience for 
the hour of breakfaft, and when it approached 
ied. him to the houfe of his Dulcinea, witha 
view of excufing himfelf for the breach of punc- 
tuality he was obliged to commit. 

He was confounded at the air of fatisfaction and 
complacency that manifefted itfelf in the lady’s 
appearance ; but believing it was no other than - 
affectation, to conceal her inward difquiet and 
chagrin, he afflumed a moft dejected look, and 
with many expreffions of mortification recounted 
the curfed accident which had difabled him from 
reaping the delicious fruits of his expectation. 
Fhe nymph, who was not all fubject to the vul- 
gar fymptoms of confufion, hearing this circum- 
{#antial detail, fixed her eyes upon the foldier’s 
countenance, and regarding him attentively for 
fome minutes ; ‘* If this declaration (faid fhe) be 
an effort of your delicacy, you may {pare fuch 
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ridiculous referve for the future. When things 
are come to a certain pafs, fuch ceremony is fu- 
perfluous and difagreeable. But perhaps you re- | 


‘member your good fortune with regret, and ac- | 


tually wifh you had met with that adventure you 
have been at fuch pains to feign, rather than 
have enjoyed fo cheap aconqueft. Indeed you. 
was fo impatient to be gone before morning, that 
you feemed rather tired of your ftay, than follicit- | 
ous about my reputation.” 

- The trooper, amazed and alarmed at this un-_ 
expected addrefs, {wore with many vu'gar exe-_ 
crations, that he could prove he was in cuftody 
from twelve till fix o’clock in the morning ; and 
that he began to perceive he had been finely flung _ 
by fome rafcal, who had vifited her in his place. | 
He even hinted a fufpicion, that the whole affair . 
had been tranfaéted by her connivance ; and be-~ 
came extremely rough and unmannerly in his ex- 


_poftulations : fo that the lady, who had more of 


the tygrefs than of the lamb in her difpofition, 
being exafperated at the freedom of his behaviour, 
ordered him down ftairs, and (to ufe the com- 
mon phrafe) forbad him her houfe. He accord- 
ingly retired, not without many invectives and 
threats, which he bawled aloud in his march; 
while his incenfed patronefs, bY this time fenfible | 
that fhe had been the dupe of fome ftratagem, re- 
mained in a ftate of unfpeakable anxiety and 
mortification: Being bleffed, however, witha 
great fhare of penetration, fhe forthwith fet it at 
work; and, after fome recollection, concluded 
that the fubftitute could be no other than Pere- 
grine, who had either learned the circumftance 


" ef the affignation from her maid; or extracted 


them 
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them from the vanity and indifcretion of the gal- 
lant himfelf. 

Now that fhe had an opportunity of being ac- 
quainted with all our young gentleman’s qualifi- 
cations, fie did not repine at the qui pro gua 
which had been played upon her, and refolved to 
transfer her good graces to Peregrine, without 
referve. With this view fhe favoured him 
with the moft palpable advances and allufions, 
which he would not underftand, but on the 
contrary, conveyed the ring to her in a letter, 
written in a counterfeited character, with a feign=- 
ed name, importing, that as he had reafon to be- 
lieve the token was intended for another, he could 
not in confcience referve it for his own ufe: and 
to crown her vexation, by his contrivance, every 
circumftance of the ftory was divulged, except 
the name of the perfon who had reprefented the 
lover. | 

While our adventurer thus enjoyed his difpo- 
fition, he was fummoned to the caftle by an ex- 
prefs from his friend Hatchway, reprefenting that 
the commodore lay at the point of death ; and in. 
lefs than an hour after the receipt of this melan- 
choly piece of news, he fet out poft for his uncle’s 
habitation, having previoufly taken leave of his. 
affociate Crabtree, who promifed to meet him in 
two months at London, and fettled a correfpon- 
dence with Gauntlet, who propofed to remain at 
Bath during the remaining part of the feafon. 


The end of the SEconD VoLuME. 
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